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[_TV-OTE: Governor Harriman had been in Burope since May 1948 supervising
the aid to the Burcpesn countries under the Buropean Cooperation Adminis-
tration. He wae in London when he hesard of the North Korean sttsck on
South Xorea. He returned to his headguarters in Paris on Monday and on
Tuesday hs called President Truman to ask if he could be of help back in
Washington, Thne President agreed thet Governor Harriman could be of
asslstance to him and should return at ooce., He arrived in Waeshingbon that
same day./
CONDOT: What sort of Jobs did the Presldent give you when you came back?
HARRIMAN: Well, I don't know whether you want to make this part of the
permanent record or to keep thiz In & special file. I knew of course,
the genergl job he wanted me for was as his special assistant to coor-
dinate the actlivities of State and Defense and help develop s coordinated
policy throughout the administration whlch everyone could support for the
conduct of the war. But I went to him and seid: "Is there any special

' and he said, "Yes, Dean's

matter that you want me %o give sttention to,'
in trouble and T want to help him." Now, I think you want to keep this
in a not-for-general-publication category, hut that wasd his word.

You remember at that time there was a great deal of criticism of
Acheson becasuse of his so called "softness on Communism," his statement
which was misunderstood. After Alger Hiss had been convicted he zaid he
wouldn't turn his back on & friend., I think if he'd said, I won't kick a
man when he's down, there wouldn't have been any problems, but this was

migunderstood. It was & mabter of great consclence with him, Whatever

his views were, he thought he should, regardless of his responsibilities
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as Secretary of State, state hls position. He was a great friemd, not
of Alger Hiss, vut of his brother.

In any event, ILouis Jomnson did not get along with thn and seemed
to be determined to undermine Mr. Acheson's position. {me of the problems
the President faced was the consiant demand of Senators of both parties
for Acheson's resignabion. Thiz was an election year, if you remember,
1550, Democratic Senators running for reelectlon would have likel to see
Acheson removed, and Louls Johnson was exploiting that. What Louls
Johnson's cbjectlves were, I don't know, but he was Joining the cry,
perhaps not openly, but he was stimnlating 1%.

In eny event, I uwndertook my Job which was to coordinate policy. I
brought in as asssistents about half a dozen extremely experienced people,
T didn't conalder it my Jjob to keep the Secretaries away from the Presi-
dent but to keep the President fully informed sc that he could deal with
the problems that the Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense brought
to him., T had on my staff General Frank Roberts who had been with me in
Moscow and then Turkey. Firat I had General Desne, John R. Deang, who
ceme for a short time. Then I got General Roberts to desl with the mili~
tary matters, I hed Lincoln Gordon on economlic matters, Sam Berger on
lebor matters, and Charles Collingwood on the general problem of public
information. Then I had Ted Tannenwald who was generally my chlef of
staff and George Elsey whom I got from the White House to coordinate with
the White House snd be a general aazsistant.

One of these men attended all of the Interdepartmental committee meet-

ings and T found that I could exercise a great deal of influence. In the
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firat place, the men that I assigned to these Jobs were able. They did
their home work, they discussed the policies with me in advance and were
anthorized to speak for me at the Interdepartmental commlttee meetlngs.
Therefore, we exercised a great deal of influence in those Interdepart-
mental committees., I1'd4 leasrned this from the period when I was Secretary
of Commerce. I found most Departments sgent pecple who had no euthority
to speak and all they did was to find out what other departments wanbed
at these meetings and then undertock to see how they could frustrate them.
T looked upon Interdepartmental Committees as e way to get decisions, or
rather consensus, or at least clarify the issues so that the Secretariss,
mesbers of the Cabinet, and the President could act. So, much of my in-
fluence was not in my direct relations with the Presldent and the Secre-
taries but rather in seeing that the organlzation of government which had
been esgtablished, functioned, insthad of interfering, as Kissinger did,
with the relationship of the Secretery of J3tete and Secretary of Defense
with the President. I didn't encourage it, I didn't Interfere with it in
any shape, form, or manner, but I either got them to agree in advance to
policies that I thought were wise or else inform the President of what
the issues were so that he could develop them.

CONDIT: Was Secretary Johnson receptive to thias kind of spproach anddhelp-
ful?

HARRIMaN: I don't kpow, Secretary Johnson was & very extraordinary man,
and, as you know, President Truman relieved him. I think he relieved him
perhaps largely becauae he wouldn't cocperate with the 3tate Department.

In any event, the relatlionship between Johnson and the President was an

B : T 5 T
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intereating one, Johnson had been chairman of the Democratic finance
comittee during the ‘U8 cempaign. Trumsn was very short of funds. He

got the money necessary to keep him on the train and on radio, and he was
very grateful for it. Johnson, I'd known in the later 1930's. He'd been
a very strong advocate (I'd respected him for this) for incresse in Defense
expenditures by contrast with Secretary of War Woodring, who was quite an
isolationist, or rather didn't see the danger.

CONDIT: Johnscn got Marshall his job.

HARRIMAN: I don't know whether that was entirely true or not, but in any
event I respected Johnmon very much for polinting out the wemkness of the
United States. I was Chairman of the Business Advisory Councll of the
Department of Commerce at thet time. I got him to talk to the members,

and he pointed to the strength of N¥azi Germany, the weakness of the Allies,
and the wealmess of the United States. We became very strong in support

of him. On the cother hand, he was so abrasive in his relationshap wilth
Woodring that when the Presidant looked for a suceessor, T think that
Henry Stimson insisted that he be permifted to choose his own deputy.
Johnson was not an easy man to get along with, btut I respected his position
at that time, I had no reason to have any persocnsl differences with him,
but he did goin the cry to undermine Acheson. That was at least one of the
reasong that President Truman had for relieving him.

Then, of course, the President wanted to get a cabinet that hed great
public respect. I was among those who recommended Genersl Marshall to take
Johnzon's place. From then on, my problems between the Defense and State
Department were very mach reduced. There was & digposition to work to-

gether. At the smme time it was still neceasary to coordinate the thinking
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of the staffs on both sides.

I did find that Secretary of Defense Johnson was in touch with Taft
snd other Republicsans who were leading the cry against Acheson. How his
personal sntagonisms with Acheson started I have nd kmowledge. Bubt he
did join and encourage the cry ageinst Achegon.

CCHDIE: Your man Elsey wrote & very interesting memo in the files st the
Truman Library. Apparently after he fired Johnson, Presgident Truman ceme
out of his office and told Charles Ross that he had beern through the most
difficult day in the White House, or the most difficult thing, and Hoas
described the persopal appsarance and resctions of Secretery Johnszon, in
stark contrast to what Johnson later told a Senate commitiee. Elsey
recorded it all,’

HARRIMAN: I1'd forgotien that. I wasn't present so I can’t contribute

to this.

CONDIT: President Trumsn did not say, however, anything about the ressons
for the firing except that Secretary Johnscn, and this is almost & quote,
"hed no idea of why he was being fired. He thought he had been doing &
good job." So what you're saying is very helpful here because ths President
didn't pinpoint his real remsons., Would you like to go back to tha Acheson
statement of January '507 I believe you said thet it probably helped to
tip the zcale in favor of the North Korean sggression.

HARRIMAN: That wes the Acheson speech at the Press Club. I must confess
that I have consistently denled politlically the attacks that were mmdie on
Acheson for the speech because there's no proof that his speech had any
influence., It's an Interesting famct that it wasn't wntil, I think over

six months after the Korean War started, that Walter Iippmaen, I think it

PR
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was, picked up this speech as belng a possible encoursgement to the
¥orth Xoreans. I've forgotten just what he said, But I think he was the
first one that called attention to it. And then the Republicans tock it
and used it and, I thought at the time, way out of proportion to ités
importance.

In retrospect, and in anslyzing why it wes thet Stalin spproved the
move by Kim, or encouraged Kim to abttack the South, it's perfectly clear
that the Russisns armed end trained the FNorth Korean forces. S5Stalin didn't
do that for nothing. He had something in mind. As I thought back over it,
I couldn't help but come to consider the effect of the Acheson statement.
It's perfectly true as he contended, and I conbtended, that the Joint Chiefs
had taken a similar poaition as to the perimeter of cur defenses, but that
wag a military matter of defense. But Acheson went further and spoke in
thet speech, as I recall it -~ I can't remerber the exsct words -- but the
gist of it was that those countries ocutside of the defense perimeter would
have to depend upon thelr ovwn defenses in the first lnstance and then upon
the full force of world opinion through the United Natlons. 1t was a very
strong statement about the United Nations. I'm quite sure that reference
tc the United Nations didn't move Stalin, T don't think he felt that was
a very effective medium,.

I'm inclined to belleve todsy thset 1f we saw the Krewmlin records of
the time, which I doubt we'll ever do, we will find that the Acheson apesch
coming from & Secretary of State as & political decision, not a military
line of defense, but as an indication of what we'd do if there was an

attack outside of the line of defense, that it may have glven encoursgement
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to Btalin and his advisers to believe that we would simply take his attack

on Scuth Korea to the United Natione, that they would debate it, and by

the time they got finished debating it, it would be & falt accompli and

that would be that. Similar to the Czech coup in '48. T can't help but feel
that it had an influence, but I don't think it's fair to speak of Acheson's
gpeech as the only indication that we had no intention of defending Korea.
Their intelligence may have gotten the information that the Joint Chiefs
recommended that we not do so, end one can't tell what other information

the Kremlin had. Bub Acheson's speech may well have been one of the fac-
tors . that encoursged Stelin to give the nod to Kim., We have it directly
from Khrushchev's memoirs that Kim came to talk to 8talin and Stalin gave
him the ned. I don'’t know how else to report it, Obviously Kim was not
averss to doing this. The Communists wanted to take over South Korea.

I've also thought that Stelin was unhappy that he was not given an
area of occupation within the Japanese Islands. He had asked for Hokksido
in his talk with Hopkins and me in early June 1945, I was utterly deter-
mined that he should not get it, and I did everything I could to prevent
it. Mr. McCloy has told me that he agreed with the positions that I took
when Btalin asked for the right of a Russian General to accept the sur-
render of Japan along with MacArtbur. That was the first move in demanding
Hokkaido. General Deane and I both were gquite determined that it should
not happen, having seen the devastating effect that it had in our other
relations where we had established military missions In a Russian area, as
in Rumanis, and their wmrillingneass or thelr inability, perhsps, to cooper-

gte in the menner in which Western nations cooperate. The whole history of




.
b b e e eer——— e e e el : C -

Page determined to be Unclassified
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WH3

| ek i
Japan would have been so utterly different if Hokkeido had been given to
the Soviets. I Ronsidered that to be one of the important contributions
that T made while I was smbassador, the fact that I contributed to dis-
coursging it.

T'm not sure that the fact that Stalin wes frustrated in Hokkaddo
didn't copbribute to his desire to get control of all of Korea., I've no
basis for saying that except a hunch. Stalin was guite a cautious man mili-
tarily. President Truman asked me to stop and see Tito in 1951, I had mili-
tary advisers with me to congider Tito's military request for tanks and aiy-
craft, He laid out his plans. He was spending a great deal of money on
higs defense snd developling an effective military esteblishment. T asked him
what his plans were., He said he wanted to have enough so that he could
defend mgainst attack by the satellites, which would be Bulgaria and Rumania,
T suppose. I've forgotten whether Hungsry was included. I asked, "Well, if
the Red Army atbtacks, do you go to the mounteins again?" He said, "Oh no,
I'1)1 never go to the mountains agedn., We'll fight in the plains." Then
he said Stalin would never use the Red Army outslde of the nations immedi-
ately ndjacent to the Soviet Union. He was not concerned thaet Stalin would
use the Red Army. Now if Tito didn't think that 5talin would use the Red
Army agalnst bim, T think it's pretty good evidence that he wouldn't have
done it in Korea, Of course, as thinge developed, when Kim got in trouble,
Stalin turned it over to the Chinese and didn't intervene himself,

GOIDBERG: Khrushchev ssaid in bils memoirs that Stalin was terrified in this
postwar period about possible attacks by the imperialists, and this explained

much of his behavior. Did you have this impression, either while you were
Ambassador or after?
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HARRTMAN: No, I did not. I see no basis for that except that Stalin

was very suspicious. In my recent visit to Moscow, I was repregenting
President Ford at the thirtleth anniversary of the VE-Day celebration.
Prezhnev made a speech in which he sald they'd been subject®d by the im-
perialists to nuclear biackmeil, And then he seid something else asbout
Vietnem which has no bearing here now, When I saw Xosygln the following
morning, he brought up the speech, fortunately for me, and I was sble to
say that I cobjected, took real exception to what Brezhnev had sald about
nuclear blackmail, I sedd thet I knew that President Truman never gave
any serious considerstion to the use of nuclear weapons and certainly
never threatened the Soviet Tmion. Then, Kosygin rather lamely said that
the existence of the nuclear monopoly made it a threat. I can't tell you
whether they considered it a threat, but as late ss May B, 1975, Brezhnev
speaks of niclenr blackmajil., So it may well have been during the period
when we had a monopoly, that Stalin was afraid of blackmail, I deal with
this subject in my book with Elle Abel being published by Random House in
November.

Now, of course, the Soviets exploded a nuclesr device in the autum
of 1949, as I remember, so by '50 they had s nuclear weapon, but they had
nothing that they could retaliate with against the United States. 8o, it
may well be that his fear of puclear retalistion was something he bore in
mind.

I have somewhere, a conversabion with Stalin in which I asked him about
tha future of nuclear wespons. I knew that he'd given orders to his sgcien-

tists o meke every effort to develop a muclear capability. Then, he
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learned a lot from Fuchs and the Germans that the Sovists were able to
toke. When I asked Stazlip what the future of nuclear weapons would be,
what effect it would have, he said that it would meke war impogsible.

That was in the autumn of 1945, sometime in '45. His statements to me
were not always the same 83 his gtatements to his own people, but in any
event, he wes telking about the period when he gquite confidently would

get & nuclesr capability, and I'm sure he had in mind & period when each
side would have rmuclear capabijlities. But I've no ides whether he was
afraid of muclear attack from us or whether he wasn’t. I've no evidence
to that effect, but it is intereasating that the subject crops up as late

ag 1975, 80 it does lend some evidence to what Khrushchev indicated.
CCNDIT:; Was there any feeling among subordinates in the White House,

that the stomlc bomb might be used?

HARRIMAN: T diduo't hear any discussion of it.

CONDIT: WNo‘discussion at all.

HARRTIMAN: T didn't hear any discussion of it myself.

CONDIT: Even off the record.

HARRIMAN: What ennoys me is this telk in the press now about asgasgsination
plots, the CIA., When people are working on every conceivabla possibility
in dealing with a situstion, almost eny extreme may be mentioned, but
menticoned and discarded. My own belief is that in these aassssination plots
the people whose responsibility it was to develop all the conceiveble pos-
gibilities 4id talk aboubt asaassinaetions, but there was no sericus thought
given to it hy the President of the United States. T qan't +tell whether

gomsone in the White House may have talked about the use of. nu¢leakrbombsjg
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it waz so completely cut of line with anything that I thought was the right
thing to do.

The President took the decision to use the bomb in 1945, and I thought
he was right in doing it in order to end the war. I think there's every
indication that the war would have dragged on for a long period of time,
possibly even more Japanese would have been killed, I've never fully
understood the resson for the second bomb, and I've never tried to analyze
it. There is some evidence that the Japanese wouldn't have acted unless
the two bombs were used., In any event, it did bring the close of the war
with Japan, and that wouldn't have hsppened as quickly without the bombs,
But efter that I personally was so strongly opposed to the use of this
weapon that I would not have been one of the pecple they would have come
to in the White House. I'm gquite satisfied that President Truman never
gave any serlous considerstion to the use of the bomb, and I'm quite sgbis-
fied that he never threatened Stalin with the use of the bomb.

You know, Churchill, when he was on the Rlviera on vacation once,
sald that we ought to threaten the destruction of Moscow with the bomb if
they dldn‘'t behave. It was one of those casusl remerks, Churchilliian re-
mérks, which I think if he'd been in power he never would have made, but
when he was in opposltion he mede sll kinds of statemeuts. I only recall
it as being recorded in the press. But I'm indicating that it mey well be
that Stalin wes worried, and if we'd had an irresponsible Pregident it may
have been coneldered seriocusly, but we had a responsible President,

By the way, to repeat what I was saying about this May 1975 protest

on my part to Koagygin, I later on saw Drezhnev for about s ten minute talk

il
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during the reception end he didn't apcloglze for it. But he said,

"I know you took exception to some of the things I said, but these
things have to be said.” He didn't apologize but he recognized my
right to object. But thet's a different story. So thet what I said
was reglstered at the highest level in the Soviet Union.

CONDIT: One interpretation of events in Korea is that North Korea went
into the war & satellite of Russla and came out of the war a satellite
of the Communist Chinese. Do you think thet this was with the willing
help of Stalin, or do you think he felt a certain dlsappointment that
his degire to attain scme kind of role in the Korean peninsulas might
have been hindered rather than helped by the war?

HARRIMAN: I think he was ready to accept the inevitable. Stalin was

a very practical man, ruthless but practlcal, The Chinese had come to
the assistance of the North Koremns, which Stalin did not want to do.

He bad bowed out, sc there was nothing he could do abeut it. This whole
question of $he satellite relationship is ocme that T don't know very
mueht about because I've never talked to Kim or anybody else, I do know
that in North Vietnam Ho Chi Minh was not a satellite of soybody., He
wag as determined to be as lndependent as Tito, and this whole conception
that North Vietnam was a part of the world Communist revoluticnary plot
is absolutely untrue. If Roosevelt's idea of not letting the French back
into Indo-China had been followed, we would have had ¥n HbiCHiiMinh some
gsort of an Asian-type of Tito. That's & complicated statement, but I
think you kﬁow vhat I mean.

The Vietnamese were very friendly to the United Statea, very friendly
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for what the 085 had done for them during the war. They used, as is
well known, the phrases from our Declsration of Independence or our
Constitution, I've forgotten which, in connection with their own consti-
tution. Not that they would have followed our type of democracy, but

it would have been & very livable situation as far as they were concerned,
and I believe from my contacts, nine months with them in Parie, the whole
‘ group, not just Ho Chi Minh, were dedicated to independence from Chins
apd the Soviet Unlon. PBut they used the Soviet Union to balence off
China, and obviously they had to appesl for help to both of them, but

the tragedy of Vietnam is we didn't understand that and that we didn't
come to some compromise agreement.

That we ever got involved in Vietnam ig a great tragedy. I opposed
it as early as 1949, when I sent a telegram to Mr. Acheson that we ought
not to be giving the French ald teo carry on thelr war in Indo-China.
Most of what we were giving them in the Marshall Plan they were using in
Indo-China, and that didn't seem to be the right thing to do. T got, I
think ofie of the very few rude answers back, something to the effect thet
your field is Europe, keep ocut of tha Far East, Acheson was snxious %o
butter up the French in order to get them to agree to the Furopean Defense
Commmunity, end that was the reason for his doing it, which I thought was
8 very great mlstake. We alded and abetted the French. Trumsn got blamed
for it, but it was Acheson who should get blamed for helping thé French,
23 one of the early steps.

Also, I want to say that Trumaen gets blamed for his Truman Doctrine

gg a forerunner of Vietnam. I think that's utteriy unfair; the legislation

13
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to carry out aid to Greece and Turkey specifically provided with his full

approval that no American troops would be used. It was to be limited to
military and economic aid and militery advisers, but it was never to go
beyond that. In addition to that he refused to follow the wrging of meny
pecple to give military assistance to Chiang-Kai-Bhek in Mainland Chins,
and he was bitterly denounced for having lost us China, you remember.

So you can't blame Truman for having lost us Chine and then blame him for
Vietnam. If you wish to, you can blame him for cne or the other. As

far as I'm concerned, I think that the policles in China were wise. He
ected on Genersl Marshall's edvice. President Truman would never have
become involved in Vietnam.

CONDIT: Do you see any ceasel connections between our strategic thinking
in relsticon to Kores and our later help in Indo-China?

HARRIMAN: I never sew it if it was. I think the great blunder in
Vietnam was that Dulles, having failed to get President Eisenhower's
approval to interveha in North Vietnam, subsequently went shead and pushed
the ¥French out of Saigon. UGeneral Ely was there representing the French,
and they were ready to give some assistence to President Diem, but Dullea
literally pushed #he French out and we took over milithkry, economic, and
political responsibility for Diem. That was the beginning of our in-
volvement. I'm sabisfied also, that President Kennedy would never have
bhecome &5 deeply involved as President Johnson and later President Nixon
did. He waa already concerned that we were too deeply involved before

he died, I was then in the State Depsrtment as Under Secretary for Politi-

cal Affeirs, and I knew very much what his thinking was, Others such as

1k
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Mike Forrestal and Arthur Schlesinger, and I'm sure, Bob MacNamars,

would agree that we would never have gone the route that we did. Just
how Kennedy would have handled it is very hard to say, but you remember
President Xennedy made the statement not very long before his death that
thig wag & Vietnamese War, and they had to fight and wiln it themselves.
I think that he sincerely believed thab.

Militarily, Kores was so completely different. It is & peninsula.
The only way the North Koreans could attack was down the narrow peninsula.
There wag nc Ho Chi Minh trail, Any 1des you could black the Ho Chi Minh
trall was nomsense because if you blocked one trail, they could move
farther west, and this was the way I felt at the time. They could've gone
as far west as they wanted and still gotten the stuff down. There was no
wey to ipolate it. It was a militarlly impractical proposal unless you
were reafiyto do what no sane person wes ready to do, which was to use
nuclear devices -- what I think Curtis ILe May said -- to knock North
Vistnam vack to the Stone Age. But we couldn't have lived on this planet
a8 decent people 1f thet kind of policy had been adhered to. Anywey, I'm
glad to have this opportunity to demounce the pecple that blamed the Truman
Doctrine for events in Vietnanm, which is entirely different from Korea.
Korea was a threat to Japan. I think if the Communists had gotten Eontrol
of Korea it would have very much weekened Japan. After all that's a very
narrow strait, the distance between the principal Japanese islend and Xores,
I've forgotten the exsct mileage, but it's 100 milee, or something of that
asture. Scuth Xores has been a very important adjunct to Japan in economic

development., I don't want in any way to condone the increasingly dictatorial

15
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methods of President Park, and I think we should be far more vigorous
in refusing to give him ald as long as he continues these policles., He
has done an extracrdinary ,jch- in developing the economy of Kores, and I
suppose, next Lo Japan, 1t is the most striking development in Asle,
slong with, of course, Taiwan,
CONDIT: I'd like to get back to Congress., When you f:trgh came aboard
a3 the Special Assistant to the FPresident did you ask him, or suggest to him o
that a Congressional resolution wouwld be useful or halpful to tidy Korea
up?
HARRIMAN: 7Yes I did, I did suggest to him that we should give considers-
tion to & joint resolution supporting the Koresan intervention. T waes
under the illusion, for some reason or other, thet Acheson had agreed
with me on it, I don't know why. I'd mentioned it to him, and T got a
wrong impression. I spoke to the President about it, and I found he was
vigorously cpposed to 1t. He saild: "If I do that 1t711 weaken the posi-
tion of the President and 1%'11 make it more difficult for another Presi-
dent to function in an emergency agasin.” I later found, wmmuch to my
amazement, that Acheson had strongly recommended agalnst the resolution.
I thought he'd gotten his information from other sources -- he was very
clese to Chief Justice Vinson. Anywey this was a very highly legallstic
guestion, and T didn't pursue it any further because I found the President
wags 80 very atrongly of that opinlon.

Later on, when I was Director for Mgtugl_?_ Security, some of the
Congressmen proposed a Watch Dog Commitiee, and I lwent to the President

and said, "let’s accept it. I know these men, we can get along with them
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and might just as well talk to them about policy ahead of time as after-
wards, and we can get the appropriations through more easily." He said,
"No, Averell, my principal responsibility while I'm Presldent of the United
States is to protect the authority of the President, If the Congress
ever takes over the President's authority, weskens the President's author-
ity, we'll have chacs in our country. They represent different sections
of the country, the Senators from different States, the Congressmen in
Congressional districts.” This fell on rather understending esrs, because
T'd seen the gituation in France where there was a very wesk executive and
a very strong French Assembly, snd they'd had sbout five governments in
three years, so I accepted hia view at that time. But I thowght the
President was wrong at the time about a jolat resolution in Korea and was
utterly smazed that Acheson had taken that position. I felt it was a great
miatake and that the President had received bad mdvice. I think Acheson
made a very great mistake, I don't know why. The thing was over and done,
snd we had other things to think ahout,

The war was going on, and I never delved lnto the exact re¢asons, who
had advised the President, and whom he had consulbed. I do know he con-
sulted Acheson, and Acheson gave him the bad advice. It Weuld have been
entirely different from the Tonkin Gulf resolution. The Tonkin resolution
was under very excltable clrcumstances and gmve very broad authority for
unknown fubure action. The Korean Resolution would have been for very
specific actions and specific objectives.

CONDIT: 'There seemeg L0 have been some thought that if it were not wunanimous

1t would be worse than none, no resclution.
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HARRIMAN: Well, I don't lmow, but I think it would have been very nearly
unenimous and 1t might just as well have had the critics then as later.
I think a lot of people that criticized it later wouldn’t have dared not
vote for it at the time.
CONDIT: As s matter of facht, the issue didn't completely die in the White
House because T found & study done by David Lloyd, in which he addressed
this question and ceme to the final conclusion which supporied Corwin's
contention that the President needed Congressional pupport to stmd troops
gbroad. And so, the White House was still actively, at some level, think-
ing about it. It was 2 very interesting point,
HARRTMAN: T don't know whether Lloyd spoke to me sbout it, or not, I
can't remember. If he had I certainly would've encouraged ham in that
view, but I had obther things to think sbont, and when you're in the middle
of & war, you don't think of yourself as a historian, nor do you try to
dig out all of the facte arcund it. A11 I can give you is my own personal
comments.
CONDIT: They're very helpful. WNow, on the Congressiocnal relstionship
ggain, do you feel that there was anything {that Mr, Acheson could have
done which would have improved his reletionship with the Congresas?
HARRIMAN: I don't recall anything he conld have done. I do know, as I've
sald, that the Democratic Senators running for office were hoping that the
President would replace Acheson, and the President was very firm as I've
indicated. I don‘t know what Acheson could do. I think he had the
respect of s great masny people, and he had very good relatioms with soms.
But thet unhappy phrase had gotten to the prese and the public mind about

not turning your back on a friend. He lived with it and, of course, he had
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Truman's support, so he didn't try to mend his fences and was counting on
the support of the President as well as mine. He did tell me that he
appreciated greatly the support thet the President was giving him and
that I was giving him end that we seemed to be the two people that were
his unqualified friends at the time.
CONDTT: TYou seem to have done what the President nsked. You helped him,
Did Secratary Marshall also aid him?
HARRIMAN: T don't think Secretsry Marshall got involved in this at all,
Marzhsll ca&me 1ln as Secretary of Defense, so of course, hs had very clese
relationships with Secretary Acheson and Truman, and then he brought in
Lovett., Lovett replaced him, and ILovett, Acheson, and I were old friends
from Yale time days. I don't suppose that in any other period three
people worked more closely together. My need to coordinate the two de-
partments was then no longer important, and that was when I went over and
undertock the job of heading up the Mutual Securlty Agency. If you remem=-
ber, that differed from the other ald programs becsuse it had camplete
control of the military &id as well as the economic, and my job was
principally major policles and to coordinate the military and economic.
I had as my deputy John Kenney, whe did mest of the rumning of the
economic aid, I kept my office in the White House, the extension of the
White House, the old 3tete Department bullding, so that I maintained my
close relations with the President,
CONDIT: Governor Herriman, I'd like to msk you about the effect of the
war upon Mr, Truman's domestic program and how he viewed that in terms of

his plans, his place in history, and so forth,
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HARRIMAN: I don't ¥mow. Of eourse, he wasn't able to get his domestic
program through. Congress was sgainst him on it, T do know that he was
very much concerned sbout inflation. I was very much concerned about
inflation in the summer of 1950. I was very strongly for the use of
Regulation W of the Federsl Reserve Board, which permitted the Federal
Reserve to fix the bterms of consumer credit on such items as automoblles
sud washing machines., They could insist on & larger cor smaller down pay-
ment, & shorter number of years %0 repay. There was & wild buying spree.
People thinking of Worldd War II, that they'd be short of these things,
were buying them. Also, I thought the Federal Reserve was right, that
interest rates should be incressed so as to reduce the pressure. I found
the President, on aedvice from the Tressury, John Znyder, had the idea they
cught Lo keep the value of the bonds up. His exparience in World War I,
his personal experience, was that he bought a $1,000 bond and found out it
was only worth $800 and some dollars after the war. Thls was a very gresat
shock to him. He didn't reslize that it didn't do you much good to have a
thousand dollars if the dollar wasn't worth much., But in apy event, it
ook about six months for that difference between the Tressgury and the
Federsl Reserve to be composed. An sgreement was reached, but in the mean-
time T think there was a 1% increase in the cost of living.

That inflation could have been svoided, in my opinion, if there had
been more prompt action on the part of the Treﬁsury and the Federal Reserve.
There was an attempt by the Federal Reserve to work with the Treasury, and
it took time to come to an understanddng. President Truman didn't really

understand the effect of inflation. He ¥new his own reaction, the soldler
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who ceme home and found that his 1,000 dollar bond was only worth B0O
and some dollars, He didn't want to have that happen again. It was very
unfortunate, I thought. T tried to use my influence to get some action,,
and that didn't help until the horse was out of the barn. We did check it
after the inflation was 13%.
GOIDEERG: There was an even higher inflation for military goods,
HARRIMAN: There was a big buying spree for automobiles, washing machines,
and all thet sort of thing. Thet, in competition with the demand for mili-
tayyvhardware, created increased prices.
GOULDBERG: Mr. Lovett pointed out that by the spring of 1951, military
prices hed gone up 20 percent.
HARRIMAN: I suppose T knew at that time, but I don't recall.
COMDIT: 1I'd like to go back to Korea now 1f we could. You seem to have
played a particularly important part in regard to General MacArthur.
General Cellins I belie?e, s61d something about the fact that you thought
General MacArthur should have been relieved in 1050,
HARRIMAN: Oh no, I didn’'t think General MacArthur should be relieved. I
thought Genersal Walker should be relieved.
CONDIT: What date is this?
HARRIMAN: Along about the 6th of August 1950, when I went to Xorea with
Genersl Ridgway and General Norstad and had long talks with General
MecArthue. That wes during the period when we held only the Pusan bridgebesd. .
General Ridgway, CGeneral Norstad, and T eadh came to the conclusion as a
result of our day at Pusan that Generel Walker was inadeguate snd that the
hesdquarters was a shambles. Shambles may be the wrong word. Dut 1t was

ngt asdequately organized, and when I got back, I did recommend to the
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President that General Walker be replaced by either General Ridgwey or
General VanFleet. I didn't want to make it only one man, but I thought
Ridgway was the right men. The President seid to %alk to Genersl Bradley
about it, which I did. And Bradley took no action, except to send Walker
8 new colonel as his chief of staff, They thought that it would be corrected
in that way.

But I think I told you, I don't know whether you want me to repeat it,
but when Genersl Ridgwey and General Norstad end I returned we'd been
given the proposal from General MacArthur for the landings on Inchon. There
is & memorandum in the files in which the three of us recomended sthe adop-
tion of it. I went tc see President Truman as soon es we landed, about 7:00,
because I knew that nobody else would be there, and T knew that he would be
available. I outlined General MacArthur's program and he immediately ac-
cepted it, and said I should talk to Secretary of Defense Johnson and
General Bradley, who was Chairman of the Joint Chiefs., I went home and got
breakfast and a bath, so I don't think I got over to Johneon’'s until about
10:C0, But in any event, Johnson said, "What have you been doing to the
President, he's been on the phone to me several times, wanting to know what
action is being taken." The Joint Cbiefs approved the proposal within 24
bours. There was Naval objection to it, and very sound Navel objection to
it, because of the extraordinarily high tide and the fact that if we got
men ashore and they got in difficulty they could not be reinforced. But
all in all, the President was ready to take that risk, and certainly the
three of us hed been completely sold by General MacArthur's eloguence.

Inchon was & brilliant conception. The great iragedy was that after

22




St e Briereg oy e . - . [ ' -

Page determined to be Unclassified

Reviewad Chief, RDD, WHS

1AW EO 13528, Section 3.5

Date: JilL 9 4 208
this brilliant and enormously successful conception which broke the back
of the North Korean Armies, General MacArthur wes reckless, didn’t obey
his orders, in the north. He went north of the neck with Amerlcern troops.
His orderz stated as a matter of policy that no troope other than the
Korean troops should be allowed to the north, but he broke that policy and
¥as not picked up on 1t. He should have been. General MecArthur was al-
ways in a special category. BEven Preaident Roosevelt and General Marshall
had a certain respect for him, BSince he was older and senior to everybody,
General Bradley and the Joint Chiefs were a little bi% awed by him, and
they didn't treat him as an ordinary camander. That rather encouraged
MacArthur to be a little bit independent. I think I should say that when
Pregident Truman sent me out in early August to see MacArthur, he asked me
-to do two things, One was tc find oul what General MacArthur wanted and
to agaure him that the President would %ry to do everything he could do to
support him. That led to the Inchon landings. The secénd was that he
wanted to have it understood that General MacArthur would leave Chiang Kei-
Shek ajone, Ie did not want to encourage him, he did not want, he ssid,
to have hiﬁ get us into & war with Mainland China. That was as carly aa
fmgust, and he foresaw theat.

I don't know 1f you reesll that General Macfirthur, without specific
instructions, had gone to Taipei and had been photogrephed kissing Madame
Chiang Xaj~#hek's nand, That had created a great deal of comment in the
prees to the effect that General MacArthur was there to try to get Chiang
XKal-ghek t0 enter the war. I can't remember the detsil of it, but anyway
I was to varn MacArthur as early as that, and it showe that President Truman

saw the dangers aud saw the need to be very casreful, Of course, st that
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time, he ordered the Seventh Fleet to prevent any military action in
either direction through Taiwan Straits.

Now aboutb thé Weke Island Conference, which I attended. I have the
record, because these are my pencil notes, made at Weke Island. There
have been misstatements smbout what happened at Wake Island, but it was
correctly reported in President Truman's book, I arrived abt Wake Island
on the plane before President Truman., You mow, I've been a friend of
General MacArthur's for meny years. He was Suﬁerintendent at West Point;
my farm is close to West Point, and I used %o kpow him in the early 20's,
We were personel friends, When I errived, I walked toward General Macarthur's
headquarters (these are my notes) to talk with him, He met me half way.
He asked me, "What is this meeting about?"” I told him that the President
wanted to diecuss with hlim how political victory in Korea could be attalned
now that MacArthur had won the brillient military victory. Also, the
Jepanese peace treaty and all matters in the Far Fast would be raised. He
seemed relieved, zaying, "Good, the President wants my edvice." After a
word or two of greeting to Generel Bradley and Jecretary of the Army Pace,
who then cams up, we had a further talk. He took my arm and walked toward
the President®s incoming plene. I explained to him the strong suppori the
President hed given him for the Inchon landings operation., MacArthur said
that though the action was now succegsful, he, MacArthur, had taken a
grave responsibility. T pointed out that perheps the President's was at
least equelly grave in backing him. MacArthur showed keen interest,

In conversatlon after the conference, Generel MacArthur stated he was
mach impressed by the President; newspaper accounts snd erticles did not

do him justice. Those were MacArthur's words. MacArthur expressed high

24




)
v b o e e e 1 e e s 4 - . e

Page determined to be Uinclassified

Reviewed Cruef, RDD, WHS
‘ 1AW EO 13526, Section 3.5

Laie: o3 i B
regard for Rankin, our char‘ge’ in Formosa. Hia messages were objective
and nobt blased as wes the case with the former Cha.r‘ge' « You know,
MacArthur didn't get along with him at all, In enswer to my question,
MacArthur sald that he would come home after the Japsnese Peace Treaty
was concluded. He would remsin in Tokyo until then. He hoped it would
be over withdn & year. That's the Peace Treaty, of course, as well as the
war. I commented on the scene of the rebturning proconkmi. I assked him,
and he agreed to let Ross, the Press Hecretary of the President, give cut
his statement at the conference, 1 have a note to the effect that he made
the statement at the conference that "No commander in the history of war
has received more complete and adequate support from all agencies in
Washington than I have.” Now, I don't remember the exact wording, but
that was what I know. Now, this was. the talk that came after and indicsted
Machrthur's attitude and Fresident Truman's.
CONDIT: I belleve you were the ome who called President Truman's attention
to the fact that the letter to Congressman Martin wes being circulated.
HARRM I don't think so. I think he got thet from other hsurces.
CONDIT: He got it from other sources?
HARRIMAN: I don't ¥xnow. Does it say that he got it from me?
CORDIT: No, I thought I had read that scmewhere.
HARRIMAN: I &fon't remember. I don't bemember doing that. My recollection
ig that after the President had a cabinet meeting on Friday morning I came
down from New York, et Secretary Acheson's suggesation. He told me thab
there were difficulties, so I dld come down and attended the meeting, Then

the President asked the four of us fAcheson, Marshall, Bradley/ to come o
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his office, where he raised the question. President Truman hag recorded
those talks. I dom't have to go over them, The four of us were in con-
sultation with him several times over the weekend, and he consulted a
number of pecple. I don't know who they were. I've always thought that
he consulted Chief Justice Vinson. There'as nophing in his calendar which
indicates the President did that, but I think it would have been llke him,
and T think he might likely slso have consulted Sam Rayburn, in whose
judgment he had a grest deal of confldence. The President was living in
Blair House at the time, and there's no indication on his schedule. There
is 8 young men who's studying Chief Justice Vinson's life and writing a
book about him, and he told me he would look this up. He did know that
President Truman consulted Chief Justice Vinson on & number of occasions,
in quite an sppropriate wey, on matters which he thought were of speclal
moment, He had great confidence in Chief Justice Vinson's judgment, so I
wouldn't be surprised if on Sunday, which was a guiet day for us, he didn't
arrange for Chief Justice Vinson to come and seechim, and possibly also
Jam Rayburn.,
The handling of the MacArthur situation, I think, is very typlcal of
Trumsn, He has the reputation of making snap decisions, when actually,
in my experience, he was very careful to read everything availsble about
the gquestion and to consull everybody whose Judgment he thought was good.
I think the menner in which he took the MacArthur case up from Friday until
Monday before he definitely made up his mind bears this out. I felt he'd
mede up his mind Friday, but he wented to be sure that he was right. The
extraordinary thing about President Truman was that after he had given all

the attention and study that he could give, he faced up to the fact that he
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had to make & decislon. He always used %o say, '"Well T did what I thought

was right, I did the best I could,” and then he went home and went to
sleep. He didn't rehash it, We all have & habii, I think most people have
8 hebit, of rehashing our declslons, wondering vwhether we're pight or wrong.
That was not Truman at all. BEBut he dldn't make snap deciszions, as is
generally thought. Give 'em hell Harry, the buck stops here, snap answers.
Not at all. He would give 1t the most careful consideration. I could give
you other caases, but I think the MacArthur case ig the most important.
CONDIT: Would you like to hazard a guess or an opinion sbout why you think
the Chinese came into the war. Did our crossing the 38%h parallel actually
trigger anything? Or were they alresdy determined?

HARRIMAN: It was very hard not to go forwsrd and destroy the armies.

North Korea, as you look back om it, you think it might have been wiser not
to have crossed the 38th parellel. But there was great pressure to stop

at the neck. Bevin was very strong for it, the British, and there was very
strong opinion in this country I think, among cur militery. I've always
thought it was clear that if MacArthur hedn't divided nis two armies, the
Eighth Army and the Tenbth Corps, it might have been different. He put
General Almond in comnand, Among the newspsper men that was called Opera-
tion Three Stars. It was to get him the extra star, wasn't it? MacArthur
left & gap between the two armies, and I stlll remembey, he recklessly sent
the Capifod Division up to the North and the Marines into the mountains

end reservoirs. Tt was the Marine Commander who had sense enough not to

go too far. I think MacArthur sent the 7th Division up to the Yalu River.

If he hadn't done all those things, and if he had protected himself, the
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Chinese might never have been able to bresk through. When they decided to
sttack, I don't know. It's alwaye been my opinion that if MacArthur had

not divided his commsnd snd had stayed at the neck 1t would have been
different. After all in these northern mountains, even the Japanese were
nevar able to thoroughly subjugate the Koreans. He was very reckless

about this and disregarded all of the intelligence which we got. Willoughby
was undoubtedly partly at faonlt.

But alsc I remember that at Wake Island, MacArthur said scomething to
this effect: "I know the Chinese, they will never attack, and should they
attack, it would be the bloodiest massacre in history.” He thought of the
Chinese ag being non-fighters, as they had been as mercenaries to the war
lords. He didn't realize that under the Chinese Commnlst discipline, they
had become 8 very strong fighting force. It's always been my experience,
enyway, that the soldiers of almost every nation fight if they have leader-
ship., 'The Chinese Communists gave them that leadership., MacArthur wouldn't
. accept thst,

In anawer to your question, I've always thought that 1f MacArthur had
atayed st the neck, had not divided the commend, and had been prepared for
the atfack, we could've held. It is certainly true, that his armies were
defeated, and if it hadn't been for General Walker's death in the Jeep
accident and General Ridgewsy's sppointment to take his place, it might
have been & disaster. General Ridgway tock command, gave completely new
leadershlp, new epirlt, turned thet defeated army into an effective atback-
ing foree, and drove the Chinese back to the 38th parallel. I think it

was one of the most remarksble tactical jobs that any genersl has done, in
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MacArthur had more or less accepted the defeat and had been talking
sbout evacuation. It did confirm my opinion of Walker, and also my very
high regard for Ridgway, sc perhaps I'm unduly prejudiced in this case.
But I think that military analysis will prove that to be a fact.
GOLDEERG: Why do you think that the Chinese came in?

HARRIMAN: I think they came in because they saw the opportunity to
clobber us. They knew shout the divislon of our forces. They knew what
they were up against. They dldn't want to see the Americans so close to
Manchuria, which was & very important industrial base, and they didn't
like to see theilr sister socialist country, North Korea, overrun by the
Impexrialists. That's all I can say. Certainly Stalin must have encoureged
them.

Also, there was the meost terrible nonsense that was talked about at
that time -- that if we had dropped s few bombg on Manchuria it would
have made the atback impossible. That's nonsense. It was an overestime~
tion of what could be done, but people don't recognize that we had a
sanctuafy too. We had three air fields, I think, in South Xorea, and our
plenes were wing to wing. If there'd been = serious ailr gsttsck from the
North those airplanes could've been blobtted oul, As the Japaneae did in
Menila, if you remember. BSo that thet sanctuary was very i£portﬂnt to us.
We had several hundred miles from the Yalu River to the 38th parallel, and
our air force had every opportunity to do everything it could, and 1t did
everything it could, to stop this advance, but it wasn't effective., This

idee of bombing Manchurlsa -- the FPresident was very wlse not to get us into
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that because that would've goitten us into a major situation.

I always felt that after thie brilliiant victory at Inchon, General
MacArthur suffered the most humiliating and unnecessary defest in the
North entirely because of obstinacy snd contempt for the Chinese cap-
abilities. He certainly was warned by the Chilefs of Staff. Of course,
the Chiefs of Staff didn't order him back. They should've, but this is
part of the mystique of General MecArthur. These men were all so junior
to him. I don't know what it was -- they had a thing ebout him -- or
whatever you eall it.

By the way, I'd like to say this. I had a last friendly talk with
General MacArthur, in spite of all the comment that there had been in the
paper about my having told Truman that he ought to fire him and so forth.
I saw General MacArthur at the dinner given for the Times Front Page
Pecple, about 300 of us. I suddenly saw him quite close. I thought,
well, he must know I‘m here, so I decided to go up tc General MacArthur.
I went up to him, and even before I could shake his hand, he said, "Oh,
Averell, I'm so glad to see you. I remember you came to my headquarters,
in, when was it, in December, 1945 and were the first one to advise me
sbout the difficulties we were going to have with the Rfissians." I said,
"No, it wasn't December, 1t was January 1946." He said, "Yes, I've al-
ways been grateful to you." Now, he chose to disregard the incident in
Korea. That was my last talk with him, and we parted with mutual respect.
I certainly had great respect for him, in gpite of the blunder that he
made.

GOIDBEERG: In the years lmmediately following World War IX, d1d you and
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other leaders in the American Government have the feeling that we were
engaged in s competition with the Soviet Union?

HARRTMAN: When wes thias?

GOIDBERG: From 1945 on.

HARRIMAN: From 1945, did I think we were engaged in a competition with
the Soviets? Well, my posibion has not changed since the statement I
made in 1955, and I sey it today. We hed to recognize that our ideclogi~
cal objectives and the Soviet ideological objectives were lrreconcilable.
But we have to find some wey to compose our differences in different paris
of the world, in order to live without war on this small planet, They
want, they are determined to foster what we cell Commnist dictatorships;
they c¢all them dictatorships of the proletariet, whereas we helieve our
interest snd securilty will best bhe furthered by encoursging governments
responsive to the will of the people. This we cannot compromise, and
they wan't compromise, and there will be this competition. I think T was
relatively one of the earliest to point this out.

I've forgotten when peaceful coexistence wes first mentioned, T
wrote an erticle, in which I said thaet it's not peaceful coexlstence, it's
competitive coexilstence.

I msde the above statement in an off record talk to editors, colum-
nists, and publishers in Sen Francisco in May 1945 at the U.N. Conference.
Two men got up and walked out, saying they wouldn't listen to that war-
monger anymore. {ne of them was Raymond Gram Swing, and the other was
Walter Lippmamn. Raymond Gram Swing came and spologized to me a year
lster, He recognized that I was right, but needless to say, Mr. Lippmson

did not.
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My position has not changed. I wes wsrning people as early as 'hh,
that we were going to have difficulties, warning the President, but T
wes never negative. T was never what they called a Cold War Warrior, I
waa never for giving up., In the winter of 1946, in an Interview with
Quentin Reynolds on radie, I said that ocur posture should always be to
hold oubt the friendly hand but keep cur guard up. That's sbout all I can
tell you about my position, but the recorde and telegrams to Roosevelt are
very clear in 'kl and 'h5 that foresaw increasing difficulty, and then my
verbal report to President Truman in "46.

Let me just say thet I say the exact same thing today. People who
think that detente means that the Soviets are going to stop furthering
their Commnist objectives just don't understand. 1 talked to Brezhnev
about it, and he has a similar understanding, the one that I described, It's
a stap by step proposition, he said to me, settling those points of con-
£lict where there can be 2 possibllity of difficulties between uzs leading
to military action. They're determined to avoid becoming involved again.
The celebration I just attended commemorating the 30th anniversary of VE-Day,
wag 8 celebration of peace, 30 years of peace. It gave great credit to the
Red Army and the heroism and the determination and sacrifices of the Russian
people under the great leadership of the inspired Communist Party.for the
30 years of peace. Brezhnev commented that the solidarity of the so-called
Socialiat Bloc, will be expanded, that the sociallst countries are bound to
expand. They're going to go ahead in all of this, and they sssume we will
do what we can to hold the line on Communist penetration.

To me, one of the great tragedies today is the fact that the CIA's

Action Programs, of which the importent ones were approved by the
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President of the United States, seem to be no longer possible. We very
much need actlions %o help where we are asked to help counter the Communist
undermining and subversive actions which are going on. Of course, the
CIA needs more effactive supervision by the administration and Congress.
I just want to give you one case in point. To Tialy, we used to glve
money to the non-Communist labor unicns in order to hefp them conduct
theilr operatlona., The Russians give a great deal of money to the C@m-
ist unions. We no longer give the Itallan non-Commmnist unions money,
Therefore, the Communist unions are increamsing. You may ask why the
Italians don't support their own non-Commumnist unions. They don't pay
dues, in the way our union members do. Why don't they? I don't know,
but the Italians don't pa&y taxes. It's very much to ocur interest to do
that aort of thing.

Wa've seen these events taking place 1n Portugal., HNothing iz done
to check this, A small group of military men have taken over in a
country that we thought was NATO military-minded. It's neglect on our
part. If we open up the world to Commnist Infilltration and subversion,
without any coumbtermeasures to halp those democratic parties that ask our
help, we're golng to see the kind of thing that happened in Portugal re-
peat itself in other courtries. T will gladly get this on the record,
because I feel this very gtrongly. (See copy of excerpts of my testimony
of July 15, 1975 to House sub-comnittee attached)
GOLDEERG: Do you think that in the years after World War II, the same
period that we've been talking sbout, President Truman and other leaders
felt threstened by the Joviet Union?
HARRTMAN: I think we had too much confidence in ocurselves. I didn's

i
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know that we felt threatened so maich as that other countries were being

threatened vhom we felt were vital to our security. But I do remember
that the Marshall Flan was being considered by Congress and it was running
into very considersble difficulbies. The coup in Czechoslovakia was one of
the things that helped materially to get the Marshall Plan through. No-
body, I don't think apybody, felt directly threatened at the time., The
pecple generally dHdn't realize the need for sction of the kind that
President Trwpan proposed until the Czech coup. He got the cooperstion

of Congress through the cooperation of Senator Vemderberg, the Republican
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, He deserves ocur full credit.
I didn’t feel that there was a feeling of threat sc much as & feeling of
necessity to do something 4o prevent Soviet action from being teken that
might thresten Western European countries. If we didn't do something,

then there would be a threat., I don't know whether you see the difference here.
The Marshall Plan was protective action.

I felt at the tlme and still belleve that Sialin broke hils Yalta sgree-
mente, No. 1 because he found out that the Commmist Partles were not as
populer ag he had been led to belleve, and they could not win election
victorles as he'd been led to believe. He allowed an election to take
place in Hungary. 53% of the people voted for the Smallholders party, I
think, and only about 17% for the Commumnists. The small peasant party took
over the contreol of the Government, but it wasn't very many months before
they were squeezed out and the Communists took over. We Bee whatb is
heppening in Portugel. There's no doubt in my mind that Stalin foresaw
in Furope a complete dlsruption of the economy, not only the destructicn

of factories, but no money to finance the necesssry imports of raw
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materials and focd. He saw hunger, greet unemployment ahead. Stalin

once said to me that Communiem breeds in the cesspools of capitalism,
and be saw conditions developing in Western Europe which would give them
a great chance to take over. Now, of course, the Commmnmist parties were
very streng in bobth Italy and France because they'd been mctive in the
underground, and I think if it hadn't been for the Marshall Plan, Stalin's
influence in Western Burope would have been very much expanded., But, as
I say, it wasn't & feellng of a direct threat, so much as it was the feel-
ing we mgt take constructive action or else there would be a threat ir
Western Burope Pell under Stalin's control.
GOLUBERG: When did we perceive the posaible military threab?
HARRTMAN: I think the first real feeling of military threst came from the
blockade of Berlin. That was in June'l8, as I recall. And that of course
led rapidly to NATQ. Vandenberg made & speech, and T think NATO started
the folkowing year. I Iknow that T wes very strongly for it. The War De-
partment sent, I think, General ILemmitzer over to work on how large s mili-
tary establishment the Buropean economies could support. My office worked
very closely with the War Department group to analyze what cowld be donec.
I felt that important as recovery was, there needed to be protection
against the threat of attack, It was insurance we were taking out. Hoffman
didn't want to have anything to do with war, and he was probably pretty
mich opposed to military aid. He wanted to avold any contact with it, he
wanted to have the Marshall Plan entirely pure, I didn't feel that way
about it. I felt that we ought to see to it that military protection was
developed, and then, of course, later on I was cheirman of the first Three
Wise Men, if you remember, which analyzed the capebilities of the European
menbers of NATO.
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GOLDEERG: You mentioned the Berlin Blockade a5 a major turning point in

perceiving & possible militery threat from the Soviets. What other
threatening turning points of shis kind in our relations with the Soviets
4id you see during these years?

HARRIMAN: I of course, saw the details, while I was still Ambassador. The
Warsaw uprising in 1944 and the refusal of Stalin to let us use our aig
ghuttle facilities to permit dropping supplles on Warsaw was a very degper-
ate period for me, We finelly got him to agree to do it, but it was too

late. He very disarmingly sald later on that he misunderstood what had caused

the Warsaw people to rise. He had thought it was "adventurism" in the
begimning, but he discovered that the Germans were going to draft all the
male Poles and put them 4o work, and it was either being slaves or Lighting.
Then, in the lsest days, when the Ruesians took Pregus, which was the Hastern
part of Warsaw, on the eastern side of the Vistula River, they did give
assistance, but it was much tooc lste, One thing that ism true however, is
that the Red Army was stopped by the Vistula. They didn't have the landing
craft to go across; they were way shead of their supplies. They galloped
through Poland, driving the German forces in retreat. They were way shesd
of their supplies of 8ll kindz, heavy artlliery, and other eguipment.
Genersl Deane knew about this, His book which is s mest excellent book,
called "Btrange Alliance”, published in 'L47, gives & picture of the Red
Army advancing, and the supplies coming along as best they could., If &
truck broke down, they commandeered peasant ox carts, sad pub as mich of
the stuff as they could in them and on they wenhk. They were way ahesd of
their supplies. It is folly to think that the Red &rmy could have walked

across khe Vistula at the end of July 1944, Incidentally, Hitler, I think,
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diverted three divisionas, for the defense of Warsaw, which had not been
expected. Three of their good divisions.

Anyway, 1 was golng to say that I wes consciocus of the differences
that would arise snd continue to arise and that was why in May 1945 T
nade that very plain off the record to the American press, who were then
under the illusion that we would be working with gallant sllies for pesace
for sll time.
GOLDEBERG: What other events in addition to the Berlin Blocksde wounld you
include in a list of turning points in our relationship?
HARRIMAN: As fer as T was cohcerned I dms trying to give you the view
during the war time periocd.
GOLDEERG: Whet about after the war?
HARRTMAN: After the war, the (zech coup and before that all the difficul-
ties mbout Poland, Rumania etc,, at the Foreign Minister meetings.
GCIDHERE: You mentioned earlier the explosion of the stomic device by the
Soviets in Asgust 1949,
HARRIMAN: That came a couple of years earlier than most people thought.
GOLDEERG: What was the reaction of the President in the White House?
HARRIMAN: I've no idea, In '49 I was in Peris. I was in Paris from
May '48 until the end of June 1950.
GOIDBERG: Do you feel that the blggeat event affecting the view of the
Fresiden} snd the people around him boward the Soviets was the comlng of
the XKorean War?
HARRIMAN: I think he pretty well understood the sitwation after the Czech
coup and then the Berlin Blockade. I don't think he needed any more con-
vineing than that.
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GOIDRBERG: But the reasom I keep raising this is that the President still
conbinued to sit on the Defense budget during these years., He kept it
down, No matter what was happening, he insisted on a lid, on 2 very
rigid celling.
HARRIMAN: He wanted, of course, his domestic programs te go through.
But, you're quite right. As far as the Defense budget 1ls concerned, the
Korean War was the thing that broke the Inertia. Part of that, of course,
was that Louis Johnson behaved very bedly during that period. He talked
about taking the fat cut, he didn't take the fat out, he stopped procuring
essential military harcdware, and he btook away the sinews which made our
forces effective, It was a great tragedy.
GOLDBERG: What do you think ﬁhe_Preaident would have dane about the
Defense budget absent the Korean War?
HARRTMAN: I have nc idea,

Of course today, I do believe that this group, Brezhnev and his

colleagues, are dedicated to peace, to avold war in every possible way.
I think if you'd heve beer at the celebration, you would have seen it as
a most unigue celebrstion, One thinks of marching soldierz and tanks
runbling to celebrate a victory. There wasn't a aoldier in sight except
theeguards, and not & piece of hardware of any kind, shape, description.
Red Bguare was used to honor the veterans who walked by in their own
c¢ivilisn clothes, and the Komsomol children were there with flowers.
That was the celebration of Red Square. And then the speeches, and the
whole atmoasphere wes glory to the great secrifice that had been mede,

that had brought peace. I do want to underline that we're overemphasizing
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the military and underestimating the political and subversive actions
which the Soviets are using to undermine the so called Weatern countries.
We're particularly overemphasizing the strategic nuclear, vhen we're
8till well ahead of the Rusejans., Of course, both sides have more than
encugh to destroy the other in a second strike,

GOLDEERG: You think we still are ahead?

HARRIMAN: Oh yes, we have 8,000 or more warheads; they have only 2500.
They, of course, cen MIREV and they can catch us in & decade, but they're
not there now. We ought to concentrate on coming to agreements, not at
the level of Vladiveatok but reductlons below that, and I think we can do
it if we're reasonable. Bub we are neglecting, I think, our conventional
forces, and we met keep up the quallty of our equipment and adequate
cohventional forces. One of the great tragic losses of Vietnam was the
draft. Now, we've come to a point where the cost of our conventional
forces is so great. We must have adequate forces {o prevent a Korean type
of operation agaln, not by the Red Army but by other Soviet supported
people, And also, an adequate and proper action program for the T4 under
careful supervision.

GOLDRERG: To what extent did President Trumsn see forelgn sid and U.S.
rearmament as directly competitive?

HARRTMAN: I have no idea. I know that in the worid as & whole, he felt
that the two should be kept In balance. He didn't want to put too much
military weight on the recovering countriea or on the developlng naticns,
and that was why he established the Mutual Security Administration, which

gave me 88 the administrator the control cover both the milltary and the
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economic, to make sure that the demand for the military expenditure or

our encouragement of military expenditure on the part of other nations,
whethexr it be NATO or others, would not weaken their essential econcmical
development. I lmow how he felt about internatlicnsl affairs, but domes-~
tically, I don't know.

GOIDEERG: In the period when you were in the White Housze and at the
Mutual Security Agency, do you have any knowledge of the extent to which
the Presldent was gebtting regular information about the Soviet armed forces,
their atomlc capabilities and delivery systems? Did he get information of
this regularly?

HARRTMAN: I don't recall. T know when I was in the White House I imew
the Information that was there, but I don't remember the details.
GOIDEERG: I= it your recollection that during the perlcd of the Koreen
War that there was in Washington a very comsldersble fear of Soviet inten~
tions with particular reference to military action?

HARRIMAN: Well, I don't see how you could possibly avold being concerned
when you saw whet happened in Korea, and that certainly did alert the
country to the dangers of aggression on the psrt of the Sovieta. I think
that Tito's comment to me, which I described iz very interesting -~ that
Stelin was very cauticus about using the Red Army but very reasdy to use
hiz satellites, when he thought he could get away with it.

GOIDEERG: The point is that the Soviets did not have an ability to strike
at us directly during this pericd. BSeo that ocur concern was for elsewhere
in the world rather than the United States,

HAERIMAN: You mean, as far as the nuclear iz concerned,.

ko
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GOIDBERG: Yes.
BARRTMAN: But then, I don't think President Truman gave very pch thought
to using nuclear power for offensive actiong, He didn't in Korea.
GOIDEERG: Bub this is & metter of possible Soviet aggression. You remember
there wee concern by the Joint Chiefs and by others sbout & period of maxi-
mum danger &8s a result of the Soviet buildup of atomic capabilities,
HARRTMAN: Yes, I know, and then there was the tremendous wave of civil
defense. When I became Governor of New York in '55, I found there was a
elvilian defense operation, which I continued, and there was a fzar that
the Soviets might use nuclear attack at thaet time. Rockefeliler continued
it. Now I understand the Chinese, the Peking Chinese, are telling us that they
are protecting their people with alr raid shelters, and we should be doing
the ssme thing. But it ls in thelr interest to fen the conflict with the
West, to keep the Russimns off thelr neck, There's a very real fear betwyeen
Mogcow and Peking. It 1s somewhat more relaxed at the preasent time on both
sides. A few years ago, the Yellow Peril was on the lips of everyone in
Moscow. On the Chinese side, there was a fear of preventive attack, muclear
attack by the Russians, and they were'prepared to face it. But I doa't
believe that the Russianz have now any intention of using nuclear weapong
in a first strike; they know how destructive it would be. I don't know
whether this is a good thing to talk about. When will this interview be-
come publiic?
GOLDEERG: It is not going to be made public; it is simply going to be
used as a source f'or our histories.
HARRIMAN: I had & very interesting talk with Mikoyan. He's retired, you

know, in Moscow. He came to the dinner given by the Ambassador, and he
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was put next to me. He told me some very interesting things about his re-
lations with Khrushchev., This ls an smezing revelation of the intimacies
of the Xramlin; I've mever heard of anyone talking so freely before. He
said that Khrushchev had a flair and ability but wes a very ignorant man
who kpew nothing sbout foreign pollicy. He'd only hed four years of educa-
tion. Mikoyen had opposed Ehrushchev's proposition to make a separate
peace with the Bast Germans. He had aaid that was very dangerous and would
Jend to difficulty. He was copposed to the putting of nuclear weapons in
Cuba and gave great credit to President Keonedy for msking it peoasible for
Khrushchev to withdraw. Mikoyan said that as a reward for being opposed
to the operation, Khrushchev sent him to Cuba to convince Castro that the
misslles should come out., At one point, which was typical of Khrushchev's
ignorance, Khrughchev said, "Well, I know how the answer will be, we'll
give these weapons, these miesiles, to Castro.”" Mikoysn claimed he had
told Khrushchev that "that was the worst thing in the world to do. Castro
would then bhe zhble to use them against the United States and the Unlted
States wouldn't care about Cuba, but they would send their attack against
us /Soviet nlon/ and we would be destroyed. We would be ln the hands of
Castro. Khrushchev said he guessed I was right about that, so he dropped
that one.” Mikoyan gave great credit to Kennedy for the steps he had taken
for making 1t easy, as easy as possible, by accepting the suggestion to
agree not to invade Cuba. This made it possible for Khrushchev to say that
that was his only reason for glving the missilea to Cuba. I think this was
unusual for a member of the Polithuwro to talk to & foreigner about his in-
timate relations. I think thisz ought to be kept in-house, certainly as long

as Mikoyan end I are alive. Don't you find it fascinating?
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GOIDEERG: Indeed I do.
HARRIMAN: Of course, he was very unhsppy that President Eisenhower didn't
g0 5o Moscow. I was there when General Eisenhower came at the end of
world Wer II and he had & tremendous welcome.
GOIDBERCG: 'That was in 1960 becsuse of the U.2 incident.
HARRIMAN: Yes, becsuse of the U-2 lncldent.
GOIDEERG: When was this discussion with Mikoyan?
HARRIMAN: This was the evening of Fridey the Oth of May, 1975, this year.
COIDEERG: Do you remember in the White House the people who were closest
4o the President on strategic and nstional security matters, his chief
advisora?
HARRIMAN: Who were his chief advisors?
GOIDBERG: Yes, Truman's chief advisors.
HARRIMAN: Well, of course, he always had Admiral Souers.

Well, of course, I was in Moscow until 1946 and then in Lendom. I
didn't come back until October 1946, so I don't have any knowledge of that
period,

GOIDBERG: Was Dlark Clifford quite close to the President?

HARRIMAN: Clark Clifford qad a good deal to do with it; he was his Counsel.
He had been a young naval officer; he hed no greal experience in military
matters. Then he had Admiral Souers who was handling the National Security
Affairs, wasn't he?

GOIDEBRG: Souers, yes.

HARRIMAN: Presgident Trumsn respected Genersl Bradley highly. Geuneral

Bradley had influence; thet was in 1950, In 1647 T wes the one who was
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concerned about our exports to the Soviet Union, and as Secretary of
Comnerce encoureged the legislation that permitted us to set up controls

of so-called etrategic items. We had the first list. What hes appalled
me is that it has been perverted since, and now we've been utterly stripped.
We'lve let BEurcpe and Japan tske all this billlons of dollars of busit:ess s
and we've had very little of it. It has been a great loss to us. We
haven't had the export of ocur machinery and machine tools. We are gtill
stupid about it. This collapse of the Trade Agreement is most wnfortunsate
from ocur standpolnt as well as that of the Russiens. Whoever thinks it’s

s, smart thing to do just doesn't understand the Russiana. The Soviets loock
upon our withholding M.F.N (Most Favored Nation) as & political insult as
if we don't treat them as we do other nations. There's no doubt also that
trede does in & smell way tend to bring them out of thelr shell., I think
that everything we can deo to bring them out of their shell, the better it
ig. That includes cultural exchange, includes encouraging them to come
here, and includes encouraging Americans to go o the Soviet Union. 4nd

in peny ways encoursging comtacts between ocur sgelentists, our medical
paople, 211 that kind of thing. I have felt that during the war and since
the war.

Roosevelt had 3 very strong feeling the Russians were a very religious
people and that they would not be controlled for long by an athelst philoso-
phy. I was never a&s optimistic a3 he was, but I believed that in time the
Russian people would demend more fresdam and that the XKremlin would he
raspomsive to some extent at Jeest to world opinion. But I never thought

it could be done in public government negotiation. They'd never sell their

hy
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ideoclogy for a billion dollars or so of credits anymore than any other
people with strong ideclogies. I thought that they womld gredually change,
That has happeved, it has been very slow, tubt there 13 a blg change in the
life of the Soviet Union compared to what it was. Instead of letting out a
few hundred Jews, they let out 35,000 last year. And they would comtinue
to do so if Senator Jackson hadn't tried to make it a public condition of
our trade, As I have told him - I've told everybody -~ his amendwment
would be counter-productive, and the whole business would collapse. They'll
go back to more restrictive practices which is going on now.

There is a lot of stupidity on the part of many Americans as to how to
desal with them, There's this whole ldea you can bang the table and they'll
reapond. That's nonsense. They are very proud cof their newly-won strength
and are not going to be kicked arcund. They cen be persuaded to do things
if it is cerefully handled, and sbove all else, they want to prevent a
direct confrontation with us; they don't want war. If anybody had been
there at the victory celebration » . . 1t was a very fascinsting experience
for me. You alweys learn. FEvery time I go to the Soviet Union -- ITve
been seven tinmes since the end of the war -- I've learned scmething, I
learned very definitely this time, confirming my belief, that detente is
gomething to which Brezhnev has committed himself, and, in a way, he 1s in
political difficulty if he doesn't succeed. He not only wants bul needs
some movement of detente, but detente to him is not sbandoning the Soviet
grive to Commmize the world at all, but rather mettling specific situs.
tions -« getting control of the nuclesr ayms race, getting a setilement in

the Middle Eagt, He wants a settlement In the Middle East in which ha has
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& hand in spite of what people ssy. He wanta to have some agreements in

Eurcpe which will relieve the tensions so that there won't be danger of
& confrontation, Tor example, the Berllin Agreement. But they are not
going to change their ideoclogy, and they are not going to accept the
status quo in the West. He wants us to accept the status quo in Eastern
Burope, but he won't accept the status guo 1o the West. Somebody coined
the phrase, "What's mine is mine, and what's yours is negotiable." I
think we'd better recognize that, but we don't.

It hae been their conaistent poliey, although this desire for detente
iz something started by Khrushchev in the last years. When he wanted,
he spoke about the spirit of Camp David end that kind of thing. It was
very Iinteresting, Brezhnev told me that they had difficulties in 1972, on
account of North Vietnam, in permitting President Nixon o come t0 MoSCOW.
Of course those difficulties were mining Haiphong harbor, you remember. I
thought that would end the change of the Nixon visit, but they recognized
that Khrushchev's overdolng the U-2 incident prevented detente from start-
ing in 1960, and they didn't want to wait another 12 years. So he practi-
cally as much as said he waived that because of the importance he placed
on detente. Now everybody sesms to have the ldea that they are the only
cnes who gain by detente, but I think we have Just as much interest as they
have in preventing nuclear war and relieving tensions. I sm quite resdy
to accept competitive coexistence, have confldence in the soundness of our
ideals of freedom, which I think people have atruggled for through the
centuries, and I don't believe that Communist dictatorships will sweep the

world, if we have what I call competitive coexistence,
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GOLDBERG: One element of that competitive coexisbtence has been in arms
competition,
HARRTMAN: Yea, hrd I think in the nuclear field we are beginming to get
it under coptrol, have to get it under control, and if we can, do mere ==
I don't lmow when we are going to bhe able to do something in Furope -- but
there ig at least some indication that the Soviets want to do scmething.
But we've got this idea of balanced reduction in force, relating to the
distance from the scene. We've got to recognize thet they are not going
to do that. I think we'd better go with a percentage basis. But this is
too complicated to talk about.
GOIDEERG: Do you feel that we forced the strategic arms competition over
the years?
HARRTMAN: I would think that that was true, yes. I think that in "68 we
ware in B much better positlion 1o make an agreament. The grest tragedy of
Czaechoslovakis was that it prevented President Johmaon's meeting with
Kosygin aund starting the srms talk then before MIRV., Each one of these
asdvances has been on the part of the United States. Thelr general atti-
tude has been that we have got to have equivalence, but they are not willing
to appear to the world to be behind us, in sny technology. So when we get
MiRVs, they've got to get MIRVs, not for defense so much as from the stand-
point of prestige. And Brezhnev haz been quoted as saying that if you go
forwerd with your Trident we're going to have to have the Trident. Now
whether he really means that, T don't lmow, but in any event we have been
ahead in every ane of the sclentiflec advances, and there is a desire on

their part to catch up. The only place where they are shesd of us, of
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course, is in the throw welght, which we decided not to go to. We decided
to go to sdequate explosive power with greater accuracy apd penetration,
and now, suddenly, we are looking on the throw weight as the grest threat.
I think we have got fo find & formula to equate one against the other.
Every time we go ahead with a new weapon system, there is going to be
pressure on the Soviet leaders to develop the same thing. It is a matter
of prestige, if you want., . . .
GOIDEERG: It may also be a mabtter of interasction.
HARRIMAN: Of course, people over here don't reallze what to them are fight-
ing words. The worst fighting words that we use are "negotiation from
strength.” That to them meana that we are going to tryto force on them de-
cisions against their will, due to our military capabllities. We ought to
quit using 1t. They have the same spectrum of opinion on rilitary matters
agz we have, from the hard«liners to what I would call more reasonsble people.
Kosygin is one of those more reasonable ones who want to see their resources
uged towerds the development of Russia for the Russian pecple, both bhecause
of the pressure internally and alsc because they think the Communists after
50 years, ought to do a better job for their pecople. On the other hend,,
they've got the Grechkos who are working for heavier military expenditures.
BEvery time we sirike a graodiose note or isaue a challenging statement
that pulls the rug out from under the Kosyglns, just as Grechko's statements
pull the rug out from wnder our -- you mey call them deoes if you went to -~
I ecall them ressonable people, it encourages the hard-liners. These ars
things that people don't understand. I don't know why we have such great

ignorance sbout whet makes the Soviet leadership tick.
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GOLDEERG: Thank you very much, Governor Harrimen. This will be of very
great help to us.

HARRIMAN: I am ready asny time to draw on my experience for the historical
record for what it 18 worth. I know no one wlll accept it without weilgh-
ing i%t, but I haven't always been wrong in dealing with the Soviet Union,
Remember, we reached agreement, the flrst nuclear sgreement, on the limited
test ban. That was the result of President Kennedy's amnouncing thet he
was nob guing to make ény more tests, we'd refrain as long ss the other
side refrained, I myself believe that that technique was the right one.
If we would asy that we are not going to do this provided the other side
shows restraint, we'd get much further with them than if we say we are
going ahead because the other side ia, We are going to keep shead of them,
That kind of bravedc is disastrous, whereas the taking of s sensible posi-
tion in our own national interest and then demanding that they show simi-
lar rastraint could be effective. @ think they'd respond. I've reason to

bvalleve that they'd respond,
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