Department of
Defense

Key Officials

September 1947-June 2026

Historical Office
Office of the Secretary of War




Contents

Introduction

L. Current Department of Defense Key Officials
II. Secretaries of Defense

III. Deputy Secretaries of Defense 11
IV. Secretaries of the Military Departments 18

V. Under Secretaries and Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense 31
Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)............ccccoviiiiinininninicnnne.
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)..........c.ccccceeiviiiiniinnnnnnne.
Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment)...........ccccccceeiinniiiinnnicnnee.
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment) ..........c.ccccccveinininnnnee.
Under Secretary of Defense (POLICY) ......ccooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e,
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (POliCy).......ccccccoiviiiimiiiiiniiiciiiiccccccce,
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/Chief Financial Officer)..........ccccocovvviiiinininnnnne.
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)...........ccccviiiiiininiiiiiiniiccne,
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)............cccccccvvviiiiiiiiniiiiicinninicnne,
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)..........c.ccccceveeviiiiiuinnnnnnne.
Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security) ...,

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security)..........cccccccevriiiiiininininnnee.

VI. Specified Officials 56
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation............cccccoviiiiniicce,
General Counsel of the Department of Defense.............ccccoooviiiiiiiininiiice,

Inspector General of the Department of Defense.............cccccooveviniiiiiiiinniiie,

VII. Assistant Secretaries of Defense 61
ACQUISTHION ...ttt
CYDET POLICY ....uiiiiiiiiiiicicc s
Critical TeChNOIOGIES ...t



Energy, Installations, and Environment............ccccocccciviiiiiiiiiiiicccce, 62

HEAIN ASfAITS .eveeiieiieee ettt ettt sae ettt et e e ae e 63
Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs..........ccccocoviiiiiiiiiininice, 65
Indo-Pacific Security Affairs ..o 68
Industrial Base POLICY ........ccccoiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiici 69
International Security Affairs.........ooiiiiiiiii e 70
Legislative Affairs.........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 72
Manpower and Reserve Affairs ... 74
Mission Capabilities ..........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 77
Nuclear Deterrence, Chemical, and Biological Defense Policy and Programs.................... 78
REAAINESS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b ettt b e 80
Science and TechNOlOY .........cciiiiiiiiiiiiii s 81
SPACE POLICY ..t 82
Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities ... 83
SUSTAINIMENE ...ttt sttt sb e sttt saesre e 84
VIIL. Principal Staff Assistants 86
AQMINTISTTATION ...ttt ettt ettt s b sttt et et re b 86
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer ...........cccccviiiiiiiniiniiiiiice, 87
Chief INformation OffiCeT ......c..oceviriiiririeieieee et 88
Defense INNOvVation UNit........cocoueirerieirineieerereeneseeeeet ettt 88
Operational Test and Evaluation...........cccccciiiniiiiiininiiiiiicccccce 89
PUDIIC AFAITS ..ttt sttt ettt sttt et et ae e 90
Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict ..o, 92
Strategic Capabilities Office ..o 94
IX. Former and Disestablished Positions 95
CHVIL DEEEIISE ..ttt sttt sttt ettt st b ettt s e e e 95
Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence.............ccccoeeviniiniiniinninnnnne. 95
ManaGeIMENL .........coiiiiiiiiiie s 97
INet ASSESSINENL .......oovuiiiiiiiiiiiieicttce ettt s 98
POlicy and PLans ... 98

Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency ...............ccccccoceeviiiiiniiiniiininiiincccccsecenes 98



Research and ENGiNeering ..o 99

SeCUTILY POLICY ..cuoviiiiiiiiiiiicc e 100
Strategy and Threat Reduction ... 101
Supply, Logistics, and Installations ..o 102
X. Joint Chiefs of Staff 104
XI. Combatant Commands 112
Current COmMMANAS.........cccvuiiiiiiiiiii e 112
Disestablished Commands...........cccceiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiii s 113
XII. Defense Agencies 115
Current Defense AGeNCIes ..........ccccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 115
Disestablished Defense Agencies ..., 119

XIII. Department of Defense Field Activities 121



Introduction

Prepared by the Office of the Secretary of War Historical Office, Key Officials presents
information about senior leaders, the positions they held, and the organization of the
Department of Defense (DoD) since 1947. It is not comprehensive, nor is it a top-down listing
of officials in order of precedence or reporting authority. This compilation includes
presidentially appointed, Senate-confirmed (PAS) officials and certain non-PAS officials in
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the military departments, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
combatant commands, and DoD agencies and field activities.

Titles of some official positions have been superseded by new titles or organizational changes
indicated in the text. If an official position has a direct lineal predecessor with similar functions,
the prior position is either included alongside the current position, or it is referenced elsewhere.
Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorizes the Secretary of Defense to use the
secondary titles “Department of War” and “Secretary of War” in official correspondence,
public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the
executive branch. Secondary titles also apply to subordinate officials in the Office of the
Secretary of Defense. Statutory references to the Department of Defense, Secretary of Defense,
and subordinate officers and components remain in effect until changed by law.

In most entries, the effective date of incumbency is either the swearing-in date or initial
appointment date. DoD directives that establish the responsibilities and prescribe the functions
of positions may appear months or sometimes years after those positions are occupied.

A position may remain vacant without an officeholder, ranging from days to years. In these
cases, other officials, most often a deputy or first assistant, are appointed to serve in an “acting”
or a “performing the duties of”’ capacity and are listed as such in this publication.

According to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, as amended, a deputy or first
assistant, or other senior agency employee designated by the President, may temporarily
perform the functions and duties of a PAS official in an acting capacity for no more than 210
days. If the Senate returns or rejects the President’s nominee for a vacancy, or if the President
withdraws the nominee from consideration, the period of performance for the acting official
begins anew.

When a first assistant position or other executive office is vacant, or when a first assistant or
deputy temporarily steps away from their position to serve in an acting capacity in another
position, the vacancy may be occupied by a PAS official or senior agency employee
“performing the duties of” the position. Such an employee may be delegated nonstatutory
duties and functions of the position and is not subject to a limit on the length of time they
perform such duties.

In many instances, a deputy or first assistant must remain in their Senate-confirmed position
while serving in an acting capacity, giving the impression that an official holds two positions
concurrently. To dispel that misconception, these dual-hatted officeholders are listed twice—
under their Senate-confirmed position and their acting, nonconfirmed position. Similarly, a
PAS official or senior agency employee “performing the duties of” a position in which there
is a Senate-confirmed deputy, or first assistant are also listed.

This publication is current as of June 2026. Chronological gaps between officeholders may be
due to a vacancy or the absence of sufficient documentation to establish temporary occupancy.

Report any errors to the Office of the Secretary of War Historical Office. Updates to this
compilation are available at history.defense.gov.



I. Current Department of Defense Key Officials

Last updated on June 24, 2026. Not in order of succession or precedence.

SECTELATY OF WAL .....iiiiiieiieiieeee ettt ettt eae b bbb et ebeebeebeenas Peter B. Hegseth
Deputy Secretary Of War........c.ocioiieiiiiiieieeeeee ettt sbe e Stephen A. Feinberg
Secretary Of the ATINY ...c.cciiiiieieieieeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ese e be bbb eae e Daniel P. Driscoll
Secretary 0f the NAVY .....c.eciiiiieieiceee ettt sbe e Hung Cao (Acting)
Secretary 0f the Al FOTCE .....oouiiiiiieiicececee ettt sttt naeennens Troy E. Meink
Under Secretary of War (Research and Engineering)..........cccvecveveevieneerienieniesienieeeeeeeeseenens Emil Michael

Deputy Under Secretary of War
(Research and ENGINEETING) .......cceeuiririiriieiieiieieeieeieeeeieete ettt sttt sttt sbe e ese e James Mazol

Assistant Secretary of War

(Critical TEChNOLOZIES)......cevieviriieiieiieiieieeieeteete ettt ettt ettt be et be b ebeebesbeebeebeenas Michael Dodd
Assistant Secretary of War

(Mission Capabiliti€s) ........cecvereeruereerierierieeiesie e see e seeens Jeremy Verbout (Performing the Duties Of)
Assistant Secretary of War

(Science and TEChNOLOZY).....c.eeeruiruiriiriieiieieeieeeeteeeete ettt sb e sbe bbb ebe b Joseph Jewell
Under Secretary of War

(Acquisition and SUSAINMENT)..........ccuerierieiierierierie ettt te e ae e e saeesaenseesnens Michael P. Duffey

Deputy Under Secretary of War

(Acquisition and SUStAINMENL).........ccceeerrererererrerenieseeeeeeeeeeeeneees Dale Marks (Performing the Duties Of)
Assistant Secretary of War (Acquisition).........cceceeevereeevennennee. James A. Ruocco (Performing the Duties Of)
Assistant Secretary of War (SUSTAINMENT)........cccverierierierieeieieeeee e Brian Birdwell

Assistant Secretary of War
(Energy, Installations, and ENVIrONMENt)..........ccceeeeiriririininieneeeeiecieeieeese et Dale Marks

Assistant Secretary of War (Industrial Base Policy)........ccoceeeieieininininiceceeeeeee, Michael Cadenazzi

Assistant Secretary of War
(Nuclear Deterrence, Chemical and Biological Defense

POliCy and Programs) .........cceoueeieeiirienieiesieriesiesie sttt sttt sttt et ebeebe b b eae e Robert Kadlec
Under Secretary of War (POLICY) ...ccveovieieiieieieeeceeeeeeeee sttt Elbridge A. Colby
Deputy Under Secretary of War (Policy) .....cccccvevvvevenieeienennen. Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of)
Assistant Secretary of War (Cyber POIICY)......ccvoeieueieiiieeieeeeieeeeeeeee e Katherine Sutton
Assistant Secretary of War (Indo-Pacific Security Affairs) ......c.coeeevevieiiniecienieeceeceee e, John Noh
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Assistant Secretary of War
(Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs) .......c.ccoceeveveveveneneneneneeenne. M. Roosevelt Ditlevson

Assistant Secretary of War
(International Security AfTAIrs).....cccuecvieieiirieeeieseeeeee et Daniel Zimmerman

Assistant Secretary of War

(Strategy, Plans, and FOIces).........cccoevvrerineneneneceneceeeeenn Rafael Leonardo (Performing the Duties Of)
Assistant Secretary of War (Space POIICY).....cocveoueeieiieieieeeeeeeeee e Marc Berkowitz
Under Secretary of War

(ComPLIOIIET/CFO) ..ottt Michael Powers (Acting)
Deputy Under Secretary of War

[(@0] 131075 70) 1 153 ) SRS P Art Miller (Performing the Duties Of)
Under Secretary of War (Personnel and Readiness).........ccceecveeeevieveeniiniesieeieeeeeeeeeenee Anthony J. Tata
Deputy Under Secretary of War

(Personnel and REAINESS) ......c.ccveiuiiuiiiiieieiieeieeieete ettt ettt ettt ae b eae e ve e s e aeenaesbeenseeaeenns Sean O’Keefe
Assistant Secretary of War (Health Affairs)........c.coeoieiniinininieceeeeee Keith Bass
Assistant Secretary of War

(Manpower and ReServe AfTaIrs)........coevririeirieiririeiree e Timothy Dill
Assistant Secretary of War (REadiNeSs) ........ceevueeruerieirienininieerieeeseesiee et Maurice Todd
Under Secretary of War

(Intelligence and SECUTITLY ) ....eccveerieieeiesieeeesieetesteetete et ste e et e e e s e esaesaeesaesseesaessaensessaensesseenns Bradley Hansell
Deputy Under Secretary of War

(Intelligence and SECUTIILY) ....c.eeieuirieiieiieiieieeieeeeteeteete ettt ettt et ebe b sbeeaeas Justin Overbaugh
Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation...............cccoeeeerininininenenececeeeeeeene Michael Payne
Director, Defense INNOVAtion UNit.........cccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieccieeecree ettt eree st s e saeessree e snes Owen West
Director, Economic Defense Unit.........cccoceevieriecienieiienieiecieseeeeie e George K. Kollitides 11
Director, Strategic Capabilities OFfICE ......c.coieviiriiiierieieceeeeeeee e Jay Dryer
GeNeTal COUNSEL .....cuiuiiiieiiieieeee ettt ettt Earl G. Matthews
INSPECLOT GENETAL ......ouiieiiieieeeee ettt sttt sttt besbeebe b ebesbeeseenas Platte Moring
Assistant Secretary of War (Legislative Affairs) .......ccccoeeeieiiininiinieciceceeeeeeeee Macon D. Hughes
Director of Administration and Management.............ccccveevereeriereenesieneeeesieeeeseeeeeneeeenens Robert G. Salesses
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence OffiCer........ccoevuerirviirieiiieieeceeeeee e Cameron Stanley
Chief Information OFFICET .......coiiuiiiiiiii e Kirsten Davies
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Director of Operational Test and Evaluation.............cccoecveverieiienienenieeceeeeeee e Amy E. Henninger

Assistant to the Secretary of War (Public Affairs) ........ccoeveeievieriinieieeeeeeeeeeee e Sean Parnell
Assistant Secretary of War

(Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict) .........cccccevieeeniieiienieieseeieseeee e Derrick Anderson
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff...........coooviveiiiie General John D. Caine, USAF
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff ............cccoovevieeieienennn. General Christopher J. Mahoney, USMC
Chief of Staff of the Army .......cccocevevirinieieieeeeee, General Christopher LaNeve, USA (Acting)
Chief of Naval Operations ...........cccceeeeerierinenenineeeeeeie e Admiral Daryl L. Caudle, USN
Chief of Staff of the Air FOICe .......coovvviivieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e General Kenneth S. Wilsbach, USAF
Commandant of the Marine Corps ........c.cceevevierieieeieneeieseeee e sae e e esnens General Eric Smith, USMC
Chief of Space OPerations ..........cccceeeeviereerierieenieeeesieeeeseeeesseesesseesnens General B. Chance Saltzman, USAF
Chief of the National Guard Bureau............ccccevueevvenincieneeiecieieenen, General Stephen S. Nordhaus, USAF
Director of the JOINt Staff..........coiiiiie e Vacant
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II. Secretaries of Defense

The National Security Act of 1947, Public Law (PL) 80-253, 26 July 1947, which provided for a
National Military Establishment, created the position of Secretary of Defense. The National Security
Act Amendments of 1949, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, made the Secretary of Defense the head of the
Department of Defense. The Secretary of Defense is the principal defense policy adviser to the
President and exercises authority over the formulation of defense policy and all activities of the
Department of Defense.

Congress passed PL 81-788 on 18 September 1950, waiving the restriction against nominating an
active-duty commissioned officer in order for General George C. Marshall to serve as Secretary of
Defense. This law was only effective for the duration of General Marshall’s term as Secretary. General
James N. Mattis received a similar waiver through PL 115-2, the Secretary of Defense Appointment
Restriction Waiver, on 20 January 2017 as did General Lloyd J. Austin through PL 117-1 on 22 January
2021.

Secretary of Defense

James V. Forrestal .........c.coooeviiiiiniiniiicecceeceeceeees 17 September 1947-28 March 1949

* Born 15 February 1892; died 22 May 1949

» Served in the U.S. Navy during World War I
* Dillon, Read & Company, 1916-1940

* Under Secretary of the Navy, 1940-1944

* Secretary of the Navy, 1944-1947

Louis A. JORNSON ......ccveviviieieieieeeeeee s 28 March 1949-19 September 1950

* Born 10 January 1891; died 24 April 1966

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1917-1919

* Founding partner, Steptoe & Johnson, 1912

* Cofounder and national commander, American Legion, 1932-1933
» Assistant Secretary of War, 1937-1940

* Returned to law practice 1940-1949

George C. Marshall ..........ccccooeiieinienieieeeeee 21 September 1950—12 September 1951

e Born 31 December 1880; died 16 October 1959
* Commissioned in the U.S. Army in 1902

* U.S. Army Chief of Staff, 1939-1945

» Secretary of State, 1947-1949

» President, American Red Cross, 1949-1950

Robert A, LOVEtt ..c..oeieeiieiieieeeeeeeeeteeee e 17 September 1951-20 January 1953

* Born 14 September 1895; died 7 May 1986

» Served in the U.S. Navy as a pilot, 1917-1919

* Brown Brothers Harriman & Company, 1926-1940; 1946-1947; 1949—-1950
* Special Assistant to the Secretary of War, 1940-1941

+ Assistant to the Secretary of War for Air, 1941-1945

* Under Secretary of State, 1947-1949

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 4 October 1950—-16 September 1951

Charles E. WilSON .......ccuieiiieiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeee e 28 January 1953—8 October 1957
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* Born 18 July 1890; died 26 September 1961
* Engineer, Westinghouse Electric Company, 1909-1919
* General Motors Corporation, 1919-1952 (president, 1941-1952)

Neil H. MCEITOY ..o 9 October 1957—1 December 1959

* Born 30 October 1904; died 30 November 1972
* Procter & Gamble Company, 1925-1957 (president, 1948—1975)

Thomas S. Gates JT.....ccveveieeiieieieeeeeeceee e 2 December 1959-20 January 1961

* Born 10 April 1906; died 25 March 1983

e Served in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 1942—-1945

* Drexel & Company, 1928-1953

» Under Secretary of the Navy, 1953—1957

» Secretary of the Navy, 1957-1959

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 8 June 1959—1 December 1959

Robert S. McNamara..........ccecveveeeeeeieieseeeeeeies e 21 January 1961-29 February 1968

* Born 9 June 1916; died 6 July 2009

» Served in the U.S. Army Air Forces, 1943-1946

* Ford Motor Company, 1946-1961 (president, 1960—1961)
* President, World Bank, 1968-1981

Clark M. CHTTOrd........cccoecieiiiiieieieieeeeeeeee e 1 March 1968-20 January 1969

e Born 25 December 1906; died 10 October 1998
» Served in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 1943-1946

» Assistant Naval Aide to the President, 1945-1946
e Naval Aide to the President, 1946

* Special Counsel to the President, 1946—1950

» Senior partner, Clifford & Miller, 1950-1968

» Senior partner, Clifford & Warnke, 1969-1991

Melvin R. Laird .......ccoeeiieiiiieiieiecececeeeeeeee e 22 January 1969-29 January 1973

* Born 1 September 1922; died 16 November 2016
» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1942—-1946
» U.S. Representative (R-WI), 1953—-1969

Elliot L. Richardson...........ccccooieiieciiiieniiieiecieeeceeeee e 30 January 1973-24 May 1973

* Born 20 July 1920; died 31 December 1999

* Served in the U.S. Army, 19421945

» Assistant Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1957-1959
» Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, 1965-1967

* Under Secretary of State, 1969-1970

» Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1970-1973

» U.S. Attorney General, 1973-1973

James R. Schlesinger........c.cccoeievieviieciieiieiecieceeeee e 2 July 1973—-19 November 1975

* Born 15 February 1929; died 27 March 2014
* Director of Strategic Studies, RAND Corporation, 1967-1969

1I. Secretaries of Defense



Assistant Director, Bureau of the Budget, 1969

Assistant Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1970-1971
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, 1971-1973

Director of Central Intelligence, 1973

Secretary of the Department of Energy, 1977-1979

Donald H. Rumsfeld.........c.ccccoooiiniiniiieiceeeeee, 20 November 1975-20 January 1977
* Born 9 July 1932; died 29 June 2021
» Served in the U.S. Navy, 19541957
» U.S. Representative (R-IL), 1963—1969
* Director, Office of Economic Opportunity, 1969—-1970
* Counselor to the President, 1970-1973
* Director, Cost of Living Council, 1971-1973
» Ambassador to NATO, 1973-1974
» White House Chief of Staff, 1974—1975
» Chiefexecutive officer, G. D. Searle & Company, 1977—-1985
* Chairman and chief executive officer, General Instrument Corporation, 1990—
1993
* Secretary of Defense, 20 January 2001-18 December 2006
Harold BroWn ........ccoeoieviieiieieeeeeeeee e 21 January 1977-20 January 1981
* Born 19 September 1927; died 4 January 2019
 Staff member, Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, 1952—-1960
» President, Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, 1960-1961
» Director, Defense Research and Engineering, 1961-1965
 Secretary of the Air Force, 1965-1969
* President, California Institute of Technology, 1969-1977
Caspar W. WeINberger ........cocovveeveenenireneeeneeneeneenenne 21 January 1981-23 November 1987

Born 18 August 1917; died 28 March 2006

Served in the U.S. Army, 1941-1945

Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1972—-1973

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1973—-1975

General counsel, vice president, and director, Bechtel Corporation, 1975-1981

Frank C. CarlucCi.........ccceeeveviinieiiciiciecieceeeceee e 23 November 1987-20 January 1989

Born 18 October 1930; died 3 June 2018

Served in the U.S. Navy, 1952-1954

Director, Office of Economic Opportunity, 1970-1972

Under Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 19721974
Ambassador to Portugal, 1975-1978

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence, 1978—1981

Deputy Secretary of Defense, 4 February 1981-31 December 1982
National Security Advisor, 1986—1987

William H. Taft IV (ACtING) ...c.eovveeeeieieeeieieeeeeeee e 20 January 1989-21 March 1989
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Deputy Secretary of Defense, 3 February 1984-22 April 1989; see bio in
Section III

Richard B. “Dick” Cheney .........cccceevevierenieierieneeeeieee e, 21 March 1989-20 January 1993
* Born 30 January 1941; died 3 November 2025
* Special Assistant to the Director, Office of Economic Opportunity, 1969-1970
» Deputy to the Presidential Counselor, 1970-1971
» Assistant Director of Operations, Cost of Living Council, 1971-1973
» Assistant to the President, 1975-1977
» U.S. Representative (R-WY), 1978-1989
Leslie “Les” ASPIN...cc.cccuicierierieeieeieeieseesieeieeaeeeessesreenseens 20 January 1993-3 February 1994
* Born 21 July 1938; died 21 May 1995
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1966—-1968
* Assistant professor of economics, Marquette University, 1968—1970
» U.S. Representative (D-WI), 1971-1993
e Chairman, House Armed Services Committee, 1985-1993
WiLHAM J. PeITY ..o 3 February 1994-23 January 1997
* Born 11 October 1927
» Served in the U.S. Army, 19461947
» Laboratory director, General Telephone (General Telephone and Electric after
1959), 1954-1964
 President, Electromagnetic Systems Laboratory Inc., 1964—1977
* Director, Defense Research and Engineering, 1977
* Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering), 1977-1981
* Director, Stanford University Center for International Security and Arms
Control, 1989-1993
» Deputy Secretary of Defense, 5 March 1993— 3 February 1994
William S. Cohen ........ccovvvieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 24 January 1997-20 January 2001
* Born 28 August 1940
» Assistant County Attorney, Penobscot County, Maine, 1968-1970
* Mayor of Bangor, Maine, 1971-1972
» U.S. Representative (R-ME), 1973-1979
» U.S. Senator (R-ME), 1979-1997
Donald H. Rumsfeld............ccccevenenininieeeeeeeeee, 20 January 2001-18 December 2006
» Secretary of Defense, 20 November 1975-20 January 1977, see bio in this
section
Robert M. Gates.......cocevierieriiieeriesieee e 18 December 200630 June 2011

Born 25 September 1943

Served in U.S. Air Force intelligence, 1967-1969
Central Intelligence Agency, 1966—1974

National Security Council staff, 1974—-1979

Central Intelligence Agency, 1979-1986

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence, 1986—1989
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» Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs and Deputy National
Security Advisor, 1989-1991

* Director of Central Intelligence, 1991-1993

* Interim dean, George Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas
A&M University, 1999-2001

» President, Texas A&M University, 2002—2006

Leon E. Panetta..........ccocoeeeieriiiieieeeccceeee e 1 July 2011-26 February 2013

* Born 28 June 1938

* Served in U.S. Army intelligence, 1964—1966

» U.S. Representative (D-CA), 1977-1993

* Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1993—1994
* White House Chief of Staff, 1994-1997

* Director of Central Intelligence, 2009-2011

Charles T. “Chuck” Hagel .........ccceovveviieiieeiiniecieiecieenens 27 February 2013—17 February 2015

* Born 4 October 1946

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1967-1968

* Deputy Administrator, U.S. Veterans Administration, 1981-1982

» President and chief executive officer, Private Sector Council, 1990-1992
* President, McCarthy & Company, 1992-1996

» U.S. Senator (R-NE), 19962009

Ashton B. “Ash” Carter........cccoceeveeeiiecieeiecieneeeeieee e, 17 February 2015-20 January 2017

* Born 24 September 1954; died 24 October 2022
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Security and Counterproliferation),
1993-1994
* Chair, international and global affairs faculty and professor of science and
international affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University, 2000-2009
* Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), 2009—
2011
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 6 October 2011-3 December 2013
» Senior executive, Markle Foundation, 2014-2015
* Distinguished visiting fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 2014—
2015
James N. Mattis ......ccocevveriecieieneeeeeeee e 20 January 2017-31 December 2018
* Born 8 September 1950
* Commissioned in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1971
* NATO Supreme Allied Commander for Transformation, 2007-2010

e Commander, U.S. Central Command, 2010-2013
* Davies Family Distinguished Visiting Fellow, Hoover Institution, 2014-2017

Patrick M. Shanahan (Acting).........ccceceveereeniienieeciieiesieseeieenens 1 January 2019-23 June 2019
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 19 June 2017-23 June 2019; see bio in section III
Mark T. ESpPer (ACHNE) ..cc.eeveeeieeieeieieieseeeeeesie et 24 June 2019-15 July 2019
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Richard V. Spencer (ACtNg) .......ccceeeeieriereeieieieseeeeeeee e 15 July 2019-23 July 2019
» Secretary of the Navy, 3 August 2017—15 July 2019; see bio in section [V
Mark T. ESPET ..c.vveeieiieiieieeteeteteeete e 23 July 2019-9 November 2020

* Born 26 April 1964

» Served in the U.S. Army, U.S. Army Reserve, 19862007

* Executive vice president, Global Intellectual Property Center, U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, 2008-2010

* Vice president for government relations, Raytheon Company, 2010-2017

» Secretary of the Army, 2017-2019

* Acting Secretary of Defense, 24 June 2019—15 July 2019

Christopher C. Miller (ACting)........ccceceeeeeerierieneeierieseennns 9 November 202020 January 2021

» Performing the duties of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and
Low-Intensity Conflict), June—August 2020
* Director, National Counterterrorism Center, August—-November 2020

David L. Norquist (ACHNE) ...ccveeveeeeeieieeieeieieriesee e 20 January 2021-22 January 2021
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 31 July 2019-9 February 2021; see bio in section
I
Lloyd J. Austin IL........ccoooieieiieiieeieeeeeeeee e 22 January 2021-20 January 2025

* Born 8 August 1953

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1975-2016

* Chief of Staff, U.S. Central Command, 2005-2006

* Commander, XVIII Airborne Corps, U.S. Army, 2006-2009

» Director, Joint Staff, 2009-2010

* Commander, U.S. Forces-Iraq, 2010-2011

* Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 2012-2013

e Commander, U.S. Central Command, 2013-2016

* Director, Board of Directors, Raytheon Technologies Corporation, 20162021

Robert G. Salesses (ACtING) ....c.cccveeverierieerieeiieieeiesieeieeenns 20 January 2025-25 January 2025
* Deputy Director, Washington Headquarters Services, 2022—Present
Peter B. He@SCth .....coviiiiiiiieeee e 25 January 2025—Present

* Born 6 June 1980

* Served in the Army National Guard, 2003-2014; 2019-2021

» Senior Fellow, Center of the American Experiment, 2011-2015

* Chief Executive Officer, Concerned Veterans for America, 2012-2015
* Co-host, Fox & Friends, 2016-2025

Secretary of War

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the Secretary of Defense to use the secondary
title “Secretary of War” and be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Peter B. He@Seth .....coeeviiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
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III. Deputy Secretaries of Defense

Public Law 81-36, 2 April 1949, originally established this position as Under Secretary of Defense.
PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, the 1949 amendments to the National Security Act of 1947, changed the
title to Deputy Secretary of Defense.

PL 92-596, 27 October 1972, established a second Deputy position, with both Deputies performing
duties as prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. The second Deputy position was not filled until
December 1975. PL 95-140, 21 October 1977, the law establishing two Under Secretaries of Defense,
abolished the second Deputy position.

By delegation, the Deputy Secretary of Defense has full power and authority to act for the Secretary
of Defense and to exercise the powers of the Secretary on any and all matters for which the Secretary
is authorized to act pursuant to the law.

Under Secretary of Defense

Stephen T. Early........cooooieieiiieeeeeceeeeee e 2 May 1949-9 August 1949
Deputy Secretary of Defense
Stephen T. Early........cccoooieieiiiieeeeeeeen 10 August 1949-30 September 1950

* Born 27 August 1889; died 11 August 1951

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1917-1919

» Journalist, United Press, 1908-1913

» Journalist, Associated Press, 1913—-1917 and 19201927

» Assistant to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1933—1945

* Under Secretary of Defense, 2 May 1949-9 August 1949, when the position
title changed

RObErt A, LOVELt ..evieeiiciieiieieeeeeecteeeeee e 4 October 1950—16 September 1951
» Secretary of Defense, 17 September 1951-20 January 1953; see bio in section
II
William C. FOSteT......ccveviiriieieieieeeeieieeeeeeee e 24 September 1951-20 January 1953

» Born 27 April 1897; died 16 October 1984
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1917
* Under Secretary of Commerce, 1946—1948
* Administrator, Economic Cooperation Administration, 1948—1951
ROZEr M. KYES...uviieiiiiiiiieeiteeeee ettt 2 February 1953—1 May 1954

* Born 6 March 1906; died 13 February 1971

* Vice president, Empire Plow Company, 1932-1941

* Harry Ferguson, Inc., 1941-1947 (president, 1943-1947)
* General Motors Corporation, 1948-1953 and 1959-1970

Robert B. ANAEISON .....cc.eevveeieieieeeeieieeceeee et 3 May 19544 August 1955

* Born 4 June 1910; died 14 August 1989
* General counsel and manager, W. T. Waggoner Estate, 1937-1952
» Secretary of the Navy, 1953-1954
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» Secretary of the Treasury, 1957-1961
Reuben B. RODertson Jr........c.ocvevieiiieiiieiiciicieceeceeeeeee e 5 August 1955-25 April 1957

e Born 27 June 1908; died 13 March 1960

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1942—-1945

* Champion Paper and Fibre Company, 1930-1955 and 1957-1960 (president,
1950-1955 and 1957-1960)

* Vice chairman, Hoover Commission Committee on Business Organization of
the Department of Defense, 1955

Donald A. QUATIES .......ccoeeuiieieiieieeieeeeee e 1 May 1957-8 May 1959

* Born 30 July 1894; died 8 May 1959

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1917-1919

* Engineer, Western Electric Company, 1919-1925

» Bell Telephone Laboratories 1925-1952 (vice president, 1948—1952)

* President, Sandia Corporation; vice president, Western Electric Company
1952-1953

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Development), 19531955

* Secretary of the Air Force, 15 August 1955-30 April 1957

Thomas S. Gates JT.....ccuveieieieeieteeeeeeee e 8 June 19591 December 1959
» Secretary of Defense, 2 December 1959-20 January 1961; see bio in section II
James H. Douglas Jt........ccooeiieiiniiiiicececeeee 11 December 195924 January 1961

* Born 11 March 1899; died 24 February 1988

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1918, and U.S. Army Air Forces, 1942—-1945
* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1953—-1957

* Secretary of the Air Force, 1 May 1957—-11 December 1959

Roswell L. GIPAtric .....c.cceeeeieieieeeeieiesieeeeeeese e 24 January 1961-20 January 1964

* Born 4 November 1906; died 15 March 1996

» Partner, Cravath, Swain & Moore, 1940-1951 and 1953-1961
+ Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, 1951

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1951-1953

Cyrus R. VanCe......ooouieiieiieieeeeeeeeeee e 28 January 1964-30 June 1967

* Born 27 March 1917; died 12 January 2002

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1942—-1946

* Associate General Counsel, Senate Armed Services Preparedness Investigating
Subcommittee, 1958

* Consulting Counsel, Senate Committee on Space and Aeronautics, 1958—1961

* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 1961-1962

» Secretary of the Army, 1962—-1964

Paul H. NItZE....coveoiieiieieeeeeeteeee ettt 1 July 1967-20 January 1969

e Born 27 March 1917; died 19 October 2004
* Dillon, Read & Company, 1929-1937
* Chief, Metals and Minerals Branch, Board of Economic Warfare, 1942-1943

1II. Deputy Secretaries of Defense
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* Director, then Vice Chairman, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, 1944-1946

* Deputy Director, Office of International Trade Policy, U.S. Department of State,
1946-1948

* Policy Planning Staff, U.S. Department of State, 1949—1953 (Director, 1950—
1953)

 Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs), 1961-1963

» Secretary of the Navy, 29 November 1963-30 June 1967

David Packard.........ccccooeivieieiiieeceeeeee e 24 January 1969—-13 December 1971

* Born 7 September 1912; died 26 March 1996
» Hewlett-Packard Company, 1939—1969 (president, 1947—1964, and chief
executive officer, 1964—1969)

Kenneth RUSh.........ccooiiiiieieeeeeeeee e 23 February 1972-29 January 1973

* Born 17 January 1910; died 11 December 1994
* Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany, 1969-1972
* Deputy Secretary of State, 1973-1974

William P. Clements Jr.........ccocovevieniieiiieiecieeieceeeeieeie e 30 January 1973-20 January 1977

* Born 13 April 1917; died 29 May 2011
* Member, Department of Defense Blue Ribbon Defense Panel, 1969-1970
* Governor of Texas, 1979-1983, 1987-1991

Robert F. EIISWorth.........ccccoovievieiiieiiciicieeeeceeeeen 23 December 1975-10 January 1977

* Born 11 June 1926; died 9 May 2011

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1944-1946 and 1950-1953

* U.S. Representative (R-KS), 1961-1967

» Ambassador to NATO, 1969-1974

* Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs), 1974—-1975

* Filled position of “second” Deputy Secretary of Defense (see introductory note)

Charles W. DUNCAN JT ....ccuvieiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e 31 January 1977-26 July 1979

* Born 9 September 1926; died 18 October 2022

» Served in the U.S. Army Air Forces, 1944-1946

* Coca-Cola Company, 1964—1974 (president, 1971-1974)
» Secretary of Energy, 1979—1981

W. Graham Claytor JT.......c.cccueeieiiinieieieeieeieeeeeeeceeeeiene 24 August 1979—16 January 1981
* Born 14 March 1912; died 14 May 1994
» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1941-1946
* Associate; Partner, Covington & Burling, 1938-1967
* President and chairman, Southern Railway Company, 1967-1977
» Secretary of the Navy, 1977-1979
» Acting Secretary of Transportation, 1979

Frank C. CarlucCi.........cceeeveviinieiieiiciecieceeeceee e 4 February 1981-31 December 1982
» Secretary of Defense, 23 November 1987-20 January 1989; see bio in section 11
W.Paul ThaYET .....oceeeieieiieeeeeeeeee e 12 January 19834 January 1984
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* Born 23 November 1919; died 6 May 2010

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1941-1945

* President, Chance Vought Aircraft, 1961-1965

» President, LTV Aerospace Corporation, 1965-1970

* Chairman and chief executive officer, LTV Corporation, 1970—1982

William H. Taft IV ..o 3 February 1984-22 April 1989

* Born 13 September 1945

* Executive Assistant to the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1973—
1977

* General Counsel, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1973-1976

* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 1981-1984

* Acting Secretary of Defense, 20 January 1989-21 March 1989

* U.S. Permanent Representative to NATO, 1989-1992

Donald J. AtWoOd JT ....eoieiiiieiieieceeeeeee e 24 April 198920 January 1993

* Born 25 May 1924; died 24 April 1994

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1943-1945

* Vice president and treasurer, Dynatrol Corporation, 1952—-1959

* General Motors Corporation, 1959—1989 (executive vice president, 1984—1989;
vice chairman of the board, 1987-1989)

WILHAM J. POITY .o 5 March 1993-3 February 1994
» Secretary of Defense, 3 February 1994-24 January 1997; see bio in section II
JOhn M. DEULCH......cceeiiiiciieieeeeeee s 11 March 1994—-10 May 1995

* Born 27 July 1938

* Systems Analyst, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 1961-1965

* Assistant professor of chemistry, Princeton University, 1967—-1970

* Professor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1970-1980

* Under Secretary of Energy, 1977-1980

* Provost, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1980—1993

* Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology), 1993—1994

JON P. Wit ..o 22 June 1995-15 July 1997

* Born 27 February 1937; died 3 September 2017

* Senior vice president and member, board of trustees, RAND Corporation,
1968-1977

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Aftairs, and Logistics),
1977-1978

* Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1978—1981

e Chairman, Commission on Roles and Missions of the Armed Forces, 1994—
1995

John J. HAMT@ ..ot 29 July 1997-31 March 2000

* Born 3 July 1950
» Congressional Budget Office, 1978—1984
» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 1984—1993
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* Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 1993—-1997
Rudy deLeon........cccveiuiiiiiiieiecieeeeeteeeee e 31 March 2000-1 March 2001

* Born 28 August 1952

» Legislative Assistant, U.S. Senate, 1974-1977

» Professional Staff Member, House Armed Services Committee, 1985-1989
 Staff Director, House Armed Services Committee, 1989—1993

» Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 1993—-1994

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1994-1997

* Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 1997-2000

Paul D. WOIfOWILZ ......cccveeiiiiiieieceeeeeeee e 2 March 2001-13 May 2005

* Born 22 December 1943

» U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, 1973—-1977

* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Regional Programs), 1977-1980

* Director, Policy Planning, Department of State, 1981-1982

» Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, 1982—1986

» Ambassador to Indonesia, 1986—-1989

* Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 1989-1993

* Dean, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, 1993-2001

Gordon R. England (Acting) ........cceeeeeeveriineneeieieseeeeeeie e 13 May 2005-3 January 2006
Gordon R. England..........c.cccooeviieiiiiiniiiciecieceeeeeeees 4 January 2006—11 February 2009

* Born 15 September 1937

* Engineer, General Electric Company, 1961-1962

* Engineer, Honeywell Corporation, 1962—1966

* Program manager, Litton Industries, 1972—-1973

* General Dynamics, 1966—1972; 1973—1995; 1997-2001 (executive vice
 president 1997-2001)

» Secretary of the Navy, 24 May 2001-24 January 2003; 1 October 2003—29

December 2005
* Deputy Secretary of Department of Homeland Security, 2003
William J. Lynn T .....oooviieiieeeeeeeee e 12 February 2009-5 October 2011

* Born 1 January 1954

* Legislative counsel to Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), 1987-1993

* Director, Program Analysis and Evaluation, 1993—-1997

* Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 1997-2001

» Senior vice president, government operations and strategy, Raytheon Company,

2002-2009
Ashton B. “Ash” Carter.........cccceecveeierienieieeieeiecieseeee 6 October 2011-3 December 2013
» Secretary of Defense, 17 February 2015-19 January 2017; see bio in section II
Christine H. FOX (ACtNE)...c.ccoieviieiieieeieieeieeieeeeeee e 5 December 2013-30 April 2014

* Born 26 May 1955
» President, Center for Naval Analyses, 2004—2009
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* Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation, 2009-2013
 Assistant director, policy and analysis, Johns Hopkins University Applied
Physics Laboratory, 2014—

RODErt O. WOTK ..o 5 May 2014-19 June 2017

* Born 17 January 1953

* Served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1974-2001

* Vice president, Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 2002—-2009
» Under Secretary of the Navy, 2009-2013

» President, Center for a New American Security, 2013-2014

Patrick M. Shanahan..........ooooeeeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaee 19 June 2017-23 June 2019

* Born 27 June 1962

* The Boeing Company, 1986-2017 (Senior vice president, supply chain and
operations, 2016-2017)

» Acting Secretary of Defense, 1 January 2019-23 June 2019

David L. Norquist (Performing the Duties Of).........c.cccoecvrvenennee. 1 January 2019-23 July 2019

Richard V. Spencer (Performing the Duties Of)........cccccceevvecvieiennen. 23 July 2019-30 July 2019
» Secretary of the Navy, 3 August 2017-15 July 2019; see bio in section IV

David L. NOTQUISE.....coveeeieeieierieeiieieiese et se e see e seeenenaens 31 July 2019-9 February 2021

* Born 24 November 1966

» Presidential Management Fellow, Department of the Army, 1989—-1995

+ Director, Resource Management, U.S. Army Intelligence and Security
Command, 1995-1997

* Professional Staff Member, House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense,
1997-2002

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 2002-2006

» Chief Financial Officer, Department of Homeland Security, 20062008

* Partner, Kearney & Company, 2008-2017

* Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 2017-2019

+ Performed the duties of the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 1 January 2019-23
July 2019

Kathleen H. HiCKS .......cccooveieieieicieeeeeee e 9 February 2021-20 January 2025

* Born 25 September 1970

* Senior fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2006-2009

* Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans, and Forces, 2009-2012

» Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, 2012-2013

* Senior vice president; Henry A. Kissinger Chair; Director, International
Security Program, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2013-2021

* Donald Marron Scholar, Kissinger Center for Global Affairs, Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International Studies, 2013-2021

Robert G. Salesses (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 28 January 2025—-14 March 2025
* Deputy Director, Washington Headquarters Services, 2022—Present

1II. Deputy Secretaries of Defense
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» Acting Secretary of Defense, 2025
Stephen A. FEINDETZ.......c.occveeiiiieiieieeieceeeeeee et 17 March 2025—Present

* Born 29 March 1960

* Co-founder, co-Chief Executive Officer and Chief Investment Officer, Cerberus
Capital Management, 1992-2025

* Chair, Intelligence Oversight Board, 2018-2021

* Chair, President’s Intelligence Advisory Board, 2018-2021

Deputy Secretary of War

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the Deputy Secretary of Defense to use the
secondary title “Deputy Secretary of War” and be recognized by that title in official correspondence,
public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive
branch.

Stephen A. FEINDETZ ......cceovvieviiiiieiieieceeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
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IV. Secretaries of the Military Departments

The National Security Act of 1947 established three military departments—the Department of the Army
(a renaming of the War Department), the Department of the Navy (comprised of the Navy and Marine
Corps), and the newly created Department of the Air Force. All three were executive departments headed
by a Secretary. The National Security Act Amendments of 1949, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, changed
the status of each department from “executive” to “military,” with each Secretary giving up their seats
in the cabinet and the National Security Council. DoD Directive 5100.1, 31 December 1958, established
two command lines: one for operational direction of the armed forces through the Joint Chiefs of Staff
to the unified and specified commands, and the second for the direction of support activities through
the Secretaries of the military departments.

Secretary of the Army
Kenneth C. Royall ........ccooveieiiiiieieeeeeeee e 18 September 1947-27 April 1949

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1918-1919

* Senior partner, Ehringhaus, Royall, Gosney & Smith, 1937
» Senior partner, Royall, Gosney & Smith, 1938-1942

* Under Secretary of War, 1945-1947

» Secretary of War, 19 July 1947—17 September 1947

GOTAON GTAY ..ottt ettt et re e seesaeenns 20 June 1949-12 April 1950

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1942-1945

* President, Piedmont Publishing Company, 1937-1947

+ Assistant Secretary of the Army, 1947-1949

* Under Secretary of the Army, 1949

» Special Assistant to the President, 1950

» President, University of North Carolina, 1950-1955

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs), 1955-1957
* Director, Office of Defense Mobilization, 1957—1958

+ National Security Advisor, 1958-1961

Frank Pace Jr......ccoovoiiiiiiiieceeeeee e 12 April 1950-20 January 1953
» Served in the U.S. Army Air Forces, 1942-1946

» Assistant Director, Bureau of the Budget, 1948
* Director, Bureau of the Budget, 1949-1950

RODETt T. StEVENS....ecvieeieeiieiieeeeeeeeeeee e 4 February 1953-20 July 1955

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1918; 1942-1945
* President, J. P. Stevens & Company, Inc., 1929-1942
* Chairman of the board, J. P. Stevens & Company, 1945-1953
Wilber M. BruCKeT..........cccveviieiiieiieiecieeeeeeeeeee e 21 July 1955-20 January 1961

» Served with the National Guard,1916; and with the U.S. Army, 1917-1918
* Attorney, Saginaw County, Michigan, 1919-1927

* Governor of Michigan, 1930-1932

* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 19541955

EIVIS J. Stahr ..ovieieieeeeeeeeee e 24 January 1961-30 June 1962

1V. Secretaries of the Military Departments
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» Served in the U.S. Army 1941-1945

* Associate, Mudge, Stern, Williams & Tucker, 1939

* Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Army, 1951-1952
 President, University of West Virginia, 1959-1961

Cyrus R. VANCE.....ocviieiiiieeeeeeeeee ettt 5 July 1962-27 January 1964
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 28 January 1964-30 June 1967; see bio in section
I
StEPhEn AILES ....c.veeeeeeieieeieeieee e e 28 January 1964—1 July 1965

* Assistant professor of law, West Virginia University, 1937-1940
e Counsel to U.S. Economic Mission to Greece, 1947
* Under Secretary of the Army, 1961-1964

Stanley R. RESOT .....c.coouiiiieiieiiceeeeeeeeee e 5 July 1965-30 June 1971
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1942-1945
» Associate; partner, Deveboise, Plimpton, Lyons & Gates, 1946—1965
* Under Secretary of the Army, 1965
» Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 1978-1979

Robert F. FTO€hIKe .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiicecececeeeeeee e 1 July 1971-14 May 1973
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1943—-1946
* Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration), 1969—1971

Howard H. Callaway ..........cccevveviieiiieiieiecieceeeeeee e 15 May 1973-3 July 1975
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1949-1952
» U.S. Representative (R-GA), 1965-1967

Martin R. Hoffmann ...........ccccoeeiiiiiiiiniiiciceceeceeees 5 August 1975-13 February 1977
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1954-1956
* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 1974—1975

Clifford L. Alexander ..........cccoceevveecieeienienieieeieeieeeeeeene 14 February 1977-20 January 1981
 Assistant district attorney for New York County, 1959-1961
» Special Assistant to the President, 1964—1965
* Chairman, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 1967-1969

Percy A. Pierre (ACHING) ..ccoveeviieiieieeieeeecieeieeie e 21 January 1981-30 January 1981

* Deputy to the Assistant to the President for Urban Affairs from 1969-1970
» Assistant Secretary of the Army (Research, Development and Acquisition),
1977-1981
John O. Marsh........cooioiiiiiiiicececeeeee e 30 January 1981-13 August 1989
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1944—-1947
» U.S. Representative (D-VA), 1963—1971
+ Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs), 1973-1974

» Assistant to the Vice President, 1974
e Counselor to the President, 1974-1977

Michael P. W. StONE ......c.cooviviieiiieieeceeeeeee e 14 August 198920 January 1993
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* President, Sterling Vineyards, 1968—1982
* Director, U.S. Mission, Agency for International Development, Cairo, Egypt,

1982-1984
» Under Secretary of the Army, 1988—-1989
John W. Shannon (AcCting) .......ccccceevveevveeieeienieneesieeeeeee e, 20 January 1993-26 August 1993
* Under Secretary of the Army, 14 August 1989-23 November 1993
Gordon R. Sullivan (Acting) ........ccccceveeveveeneneeeeierieneenne 28 August 1993-21 November 1993
* Chief of Staff of the Army, 21 June 1991-20 June 1995
TOZO D. WESLIT ..ot 22 November 1993—4 May 1997

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1969-1973

» Associate Deputy Attorney, Department of Justice, 1975-1976

* General Counsel, Department of the Navy, 1977-1979

* Special Assistant to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense, 1979—1980
* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 19801981

Robert M. Walker (ACHING) ...ccevvevreeieieriereeeeeeeeeeeeee e 2 January 1998-2 July 1998
* Under Secretary of the Army, 13 November 1997—-15 October 1998
Louis Caldera.........ccevueeuieeeieieceeieeeie e 2 July 1998-20 January 2001

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1978-1983

* Attorney, O’Melveny & Myers, 1987-1990

* California State Assemblyman, 1992—-1997

* Managing director and chief operating officer, Corporation for National Service,

1997-1998

Gregory R. Dahlberg (Acting) ......ccceecveeieeienienienieeieeieeeeeeen 20 January 2001-4 March 2001
» Under Secretary of the Army, 23 May 2000—4 March 2001

Joseph W. Westphal (ACtiNg)......ccceeveeeienienieieieiese e 5 March 2001-31 May 2001
 Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 1998-2001

Thomas E. WRIte .......cccuveiiiiiiiiceceeeeeceeeee et 31 May 2001-9 May 2003
» Served in the U.S. Army, 1967-1990

R. Les Brownlee (ACtiNg) ......ccceeveevieeviiecieeieeieeiecieereeie e 10 May 2003—18 November 2004

» Served in the U.S. Army, 19621984
» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 1987-2001
* Under Secretary of the Army, November 2001-December 2004

Francis J. Harvey ......ccocceeiieiiniiiceceeeeeeeeeee e 19 November 2004—9 March 2007

* Westinghouse Corporation, 1969—1997 (Chief operating officer, Industries and
Technology Group, 1996-1997)
* Vice chairman and director, Duratek, Inc., 19992004

Preston M. Geren (ACtING) .....ccveeeveeierierierieeieeieeeese et 9 March 2007-16 July 2007

Preston M. Geren........covveeiirieeieciecteeeeeeee e 16 July 2007-21 September 2009
* Attorney, private practice, 1999-2001
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» U.S. Representative (D-TX), 1989—-1997

* Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 2001-2005
 Acting Secretary of the Air Force, 29 July 20054 November 2005
» Under Secretary of the Army, 20062007

* Acting Secretary of the Army, 9 March 2007-16 July 2007

John M. MCHUGh.......c.ocoviiiiiiiiceeeeceee e 21 September 2009—14 August 2015
» U.S. Representative (R-NY), 1992-2009
Eric K. FanNing.........cccooveieiieiiieeeeeeeceeee e 18 May 201620 January 2017

* Special Assistant, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 1993—-1996

» Senior vice president, strategic development, Business Executives for National
Security, 2001-2007

* Deputy Director, Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass
Destruction

» Proliferation and Terrorism, 2008—2009

* Deputy Under Secretary and Deputy Chief Management Officer, Department
the Navy, 2009-2013

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 2013-2015

+ Acting Secretary of the Air Force, 21 June —20 December 2013

RODEIt M. SPEET....ccuviniieeieiieieieeeeeee et 20 January 2017-2 August 2017

* Executive vice president, Global Intellectual Property Center, U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, 2008-2010
* Vice President, Raytheon Company, 2010-2017

Ryan McCarthy (ACtNG).....ccoeeeeeeiierieeieierieseeeeiesie e 2 August 2017-16 November 2017

Mark T. ESPET ..c.eeeeeieiieiieieeieceeteetece sttt 15 November 2017-23 July 2019
» Secretary of Defense, 23 July 2019-9 November 2020; see bio in section II

Ryan McCarthy (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccccevvvieverienienene. 24 June 2019-15 July 2019

Ryan McCarthy (ACHNE).......cccevuerereeieierieseeieeee e 23 July 2019-29 September 2019

Ryan McCarthy.........cccooeeieeienienieeeeeseeeeeee e 30 September 2019-20 January 2021

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1997-2002

* Vice president, global security policy, Lockheed Martin Corporation, 2013—
2017

* Under Secretary of the Army and Chief Management Officer, U.S. Department
of the Army, 2017-2019

+ Acting Secretary of the Army, 3 August 2017-20 November 2017

* Acting Secretary of the Army, 24 June—15 July 2019; 23 July—30 September
2019

John E. Whitley (ACtINg).....ccccovievuirieriiniieiieieeieeieseeie e 20 January 2021-27 May 2021

 Acting Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation, 2019-2020
* Performed the duties of Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation,
2020

Christine Wormuth ..........c.cccceeviiriinienieieeieeieeee e 27 May 2021-20 January 2025
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* Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and
Americas Security Affairs), 2009-2010

* Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Defense, 2010-2012

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Force Development),
2012-2013

* Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2014-2016

* Director, International Security and Defense Policy Center, RAND
Corporation, 2018-2021

Mark F. Averill (Acting) ......cccovvevveeirieieeieeiereeieeieeee e 20 January 2025-25 February 2025
* Administrative Assistant, Secretary of the Army, 2022-2025
Daniel P. DIiSCOIL .....cooouieiieiieieieeeeeee e 25 February 2025—Present

* Served in the U.S. Army, 2007-2011

» Associate, BlackArch Partners, 2014-2016

e Partner, 100watt, 2017-2021

* Chief Operating Officer, Flex Capital, 2021-2023

Secretary of the Navy

John L. Sullivan..........ccccoeiirienieniieiicicceceeeee e 18 September 1947-24 May 1949

» Served in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 1918

* Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 1940—1944

+ Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air, 1945-1946
* Under Secretary of the Navy, 1946-1947

Francis P. MattheWs.........cccecveieniirieieieeceeteeeeeeee e 25 May 1949-30 July 1951

* Counsel for the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 1933—-1949
* Ambassador to Ireland, 1951-1952

Dan A. Kimball.........cccoooieieiiiiieieieececceeeeeee e 31 July 1951-3 February 1953

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1969—-1975
 Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, 1985-1986
» Assistant to the President, 1986—1988

Robert B. ANAEISON .....ccuecuieeieiiieeieieeseeee e 4 February 1953-2 May 1954
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 3 May 1954—4 August 1955; see bio in section III
Charles S. ThOmMAS.......cccoieriieiieieeieeeeseee et 3 May 1954-31 March 1957

» Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Navy, 1942—1945
» Under Secretary of the Navy 1953-1953
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Supply and Logistics), 1953-1954

Thomas S. Gates JT.....ccueeieeiiiieieceeeeeeeee s 1 April 1957-7 June 1959
» Secretary of Defense, 2 December 1959-20 January 1961; see bio in section II
William B. Franke ..........cccoooviviiiienieiiciicececeeeeee e 8 June 1959-20 January 1961

* Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 1951-1952
» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Financial Management), 1954—1957
» Under Secretary of the Navy, 1957-1959
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John B. Connally .........cccoccvevieiieniinieieieeeeeeeeeene 25 January 1961-20 December 1961

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1942-1946
» Governor of Texas, 1963—1969

Fred H. KOTth.....ooooieieeeeeeeeee e 4 January 1962—-1 November 1963

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1942—-1946
 Assistant Secretary of the Army, 1952—-1953
* Consultant to the Secretary of the Army, 1953-1960

Paul H. NItZE.....ooevieieiiieeeeeee e 29 November 1963-30 June 1967
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 1 July 1967-20 January 1969; see bio in section
il
Charles F. Baird (ACHNE) .....ccvevveeeieieierieeieieiesieceeee e 1 July 1967-31 August 1967
» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Financial Management and Comptroller),
1966-1967
* Under Secretary of the Navy, 1 August 1967-20 January 1969
Paul R. [gNatius.......ccccceevieieieieneeieeeee e 1 September 196724 January 1969

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1943-1946
 Assistant Secretary of the Army (Installations and Logistics), 1961-1964
* Under Secretary of the Army, 1964
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Installations and Logistics), 1964—-1967
John H. Chafee ........ccoeiieiieiiieeeececee e 31 January 19694 May 1972
» Served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 19421945, 1951-1952
e Governor of Rhode Island, 1963—1969
JOMN W. WaIET ..ot 4 May 1972-8 April 1974

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1944-1946, and U.S. Marine Corps, 1950-1952

» Under Secretary of the Navy, 1969—1972

e Administrator of the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1974—
1976

J. William Middendorf IL............ccooeieeiiniiiieiecieceeeeeeee 10 June 1974-20 January 1977

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1945-1946
* Ambassador to the Netherlands, 1969-1973

W. Graham Claytor JT........cccevieviieniieiieieeieeeeeee e 14 February 1977-26 July 1979

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 24 August 1979—16 January 1981; see bio in
section III

Edward Hidalgo........coevveeiiiiiiieieeeceeeeeeeeee e 27 July 1979-29 January 1981

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1942-1946

» Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Navy, 1945-1946, 1965—-1966

» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logistics),
1977-1979

John F. Lehman Jr........cccooiiieniinieieeeeeceeeeeeee e 5 February 1981-10 April 1987
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* National Security Council staff, 1969-1975
* Deputy Director, U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, 1975-1977

James H. Webb Jr......ccoooviiiiieieeeeeee e 10 April 1987-23 February 1988
» Served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1968—1972
* Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 1984—1987

William L. Ball I .......ccoooiiiiieieeceeeceeeeeeee e 24 March 1988—-15 May 1989
» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1969—-1975
 Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, 1985-1986
» Assistant to the President, 1986—1988

H. Lawrence Garrett IIL..........cccoooieiiiiiniiieeeeeeeeee e 15 May 1989-26 June 1992

* Enlisted in the U.S. Navy, 1961; retired as Commander, 1981

» Assistant Counsel to the President, 1981

» Executive Assistant to the President and Chief Operating Officer, U.S.
Synthetic Fuels Corporation, 1982

» Associate Counsel to the President of the United States, 1983—1986

* General Counsel, Department of Defense, 1986—1987

* Under Secretary of the Navy, 1987-1989

Sean O’Keefe (ACHNG) ....coveeerieieieeeeieieese e 7 July 1992—16 December 1992
Sean O’Keefe......ccvevieniiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e 16 December 199220 January 1993

* Department of Defense Comptroller, 1989-1992
+ Acting Secretary of the Navy, 7 July 1992—-16 December 1992

John H. Dalton........c.ccooieeiieieieieececeeeeeeeee e 22 July 1993-16 November 1998

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1964-969
* Federal Home Loan Bank Board, 1979-1981
Richard Danzig..........ccoeceevevienieniineeiesieeceeee e 16 November 1998-20 January 2001

* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and
Logistics), 1978—-1979

* Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs,
and Logistics), 1979-1981

» Under Secretary of the Navy, 1993-1997

Gordon R. England..........c.ccooeiiriiniinieiciecececeeeeee 24 May 2001-24 January 2003

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 4 January 2006—11 February 2009; see bio in
section III

Hansford T. Johnson (ActiNg) ........cceeeveeienieneeneenieeieeeeeennn 7 February 2003—1 October 2003

* Served in the U.S. Air Force, 1959-1992
 Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and Environment), 2001-2005

Gordon R. England..........ccccceeieciiiiinieieeeceeeeeen 1 October 2003-29 December 2005

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 4 January 2006—11 February 2009; see bio in
section III

Dionel M. Aviles (ACHNE) .....ccveeeeierieneeieieieseeeeeesie e 29 December 20053 January 2006
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* Under Secretary of the Navy, 2004-2009, 8 October 2004—19 May 2009
Donald C. WINLET........cccuieierieiieieeiecieeeeceeseeie e seeens 3 January 2006—13 March 2009

* Program manager for space acquisition, tracking, and pointing programs,
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, 1980-1983
» President and chief executive officer, TRW Systems, 2000-2002

B. J. Penn (ACHING) ..ccveeiieiieiiieieciteeeteete ettt 13 March 2009-19 May 2009
» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Energy, Installations, and Environment), 2005—
2009
Raymond E. Mabus .........cccoocveriiriiieiiciecieeeeceee e 18 June 2009-19 January 2017

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1970-1972
* Governor of Mississippi, 1998-2002
* Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, 1994-1996

Richard V. SPencer..........ccoeveriieiiieiiieieeieceeeeeee e 3 August 2017-15 July 2019

» Served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1976—1981

* Governor of Mississippi, 1998-2002

* Managing director, Fall Creek Management, LLC, 2007-2017

* Performed the duties of Deputy Secretary of Defense, July 2019
* Acting Secretary of Defense, 15 July 2019-23 July 2019

Thomas B. Modly (Performing the Duties Of)...........cceevveveeneennenne. 15 July 2019-30 July 2019

» Executive Director, Defense Business Board, 2002—2005
* Under Secretary of the Navy, 2017-2019

Richard V. SPencer.........cccveveievienieeeieieeeeeeee e 31 July 2019-24 November 2019
Thomas B. Modly (ACtiNg) ......cccvevveeierienieieeieeieeieeeeeeeene 24 November 2019—7 April 2020
James McPherson (ACtiNg) ........occvevvieiieiieieeieeieseeieeie e 8 April 2020-29 May 2020

* General Counsel, Department of the Army, 2018-2020
* Under Secretary of the Navy, 2020

Kenneth J. Braithwaite ...........ccocceeeieeieniinieieieecceeeeseeeeene 29 May 2020-20 January 2021

* Served in the U.S. Navy, Navy Reserve, 1984-2011

» Senior Vice President and Executive Officer, VHA Pennsylvania, 2006-2011
* Vice Chief of Information, Office of the Secretary of the Navy, 2008—2011

* Senior Vice President, Vizient, Inc., 2011-2018

+ U.S. Ambassador to Norway, 2018-2020

Thomas W. Harker (ACting) ........cccecvevierienieieieneseeeeiesee e 20 January 2021-9 August 2021
» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Financial Management and Comptroller),
2018-2021
» Performed the Duties Of Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/CFO),
2020-2021
Carlos del TOTO .....ccveeveeeeieieeeeeeiee et 9 August 2021-20 January 2025

* President and CEO, SBG Technology Solutions, 2004-2021
» Senior Military Assistant, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 2002—2004
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» Special Assistant to the Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1998—
1999

Terence G. Emmert (AcCting)........ccecevvereeieceenienieeieieieneeeeenn 20 January 202525 March 2025

» Director, Adaptive Capabilities Office, Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency, 2023-2025

John C. Phelan ........oooovieiieiiiiieieceeeeeeeeee e 25 March 2025-22 April 2026

* Co-founder, co-managing partner, MSD Capital, L.P., 1998-2022
* Founder, chairman, Rugger Management, LLC, 2022-2025

HUNZ Ca0 (ACHNE) .vvieieeiieieieeieete ettt ettt te e ae e e saeens 22 April 2026—Present
* Under Secretary of the Navy, 2025—Present

Secretary of the Air Force

W. Stuart Symington ..........ccceeveviievieecieecienieseereeeeee e 18 September 1947-24 April 1950

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1918
* Chairman; Administrator, Surplus Property Board, 1945-1946
» Assistant Secretary of War for Air, 1946-1947

Thomas K. FInletter.........cceoveiieiiiiiniecieeeecieceeie e 24 April 1950-20 January 1953

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1917-1919
» Special Assistant to the Secretary of State, 1941-1944
* Consultant to the U.S. delegation at the United Nations Conference in 1945
* Chairman, President’s Air Policy Commission, 1947-1948
» Ambassador to NATO, 1961-1965
Harold E. Talbott .......c.cccoeeeieieieeeeeieeeeeeee e 4 February 1953—13 August 1955

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1918
+ Aviation industry executive, 1911-1942

Donald A. QUATLES .......cceeeeieiieieieereeeee e 15 August 1955-30 April 1957
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 1 May 1957-8 May 1959; see bio in section III
James H. Douglas Jt .....ccocooeiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 1 May 1957-11 December 1959

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 11 December 195924 January 1961; see bio in
section III

Dudley C. Sharp ......ccoecveeienieiieiecieeieeeeseeeeve e 11 December 195920 January 1961
» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1942—-1945

» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, 1955-1959
* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1959—1959

Eugene M. Zuckert.........ccovievieiieiiciicieeeeeeee e 24 January 1961-30 September 1965

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1944-1946

* Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of War for Air, 19461947
 Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, 1947-1952

* Member of the Atomic Energy Commission, 1952—-1954

Harold BroWn .......cocoooieiiiieieeeeceeeee e 1 October 1965—15 February 1969
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» Secretary of Defense, 21 January 1977-20 January 1981; see bio in section II
Robert C. Seamans Jr .........cccevvevieriieiieeiieieceeseeeeeeee e 15 February 1969-14 May 1973

* Professor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1941-1955

* Engineer, Radio Corporation of America, 1955-1958

+ Associate and Deputy Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, 1969

John L. MCLUCAS ...oooviiiiiiieieeieceeeeeeeee e 19 July 1973-12 November 1975

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1943-1946

* Deputy Director, Defense Research and Engineering, 1962—-1964

» Assistant Secretary General for Scientific Affairs, NATO, 1964—1966
* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1969-1973

Thomas C. Reed.......ccccuveiieiiiieiicieeieceeteeeeee e 2 January 1976—-6 April 1977

e Served in the U.S. Air Force, 1956-1959
* Director, Telecommunications and Command and Control Systems, 1974-1975

JONN C. SEEISOM .. 6 April 1977-18 May 1979

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1945-1946

* Project manager, Foote Brothers Gear and Machine Company, 1949-1951
* President, Publishing Division, Houston Post Company, 1963—-1970

* President, A. B. Dick Company, 1970-1977

Hans M. MarK.......c.oooviiiiiiiieicieceeeeeeeeee e 26 July 1979-9 February 1981

* Research associate, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1954-1955

» Head, Experimental Physics Division, Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, 1960—
1964

* Chair, Department of Nuclear Engineering, University of California at
Berkeley, 1964—-1969

* Director, Ames Research Center, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, 1969-1977

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1977-1979

* Deputy Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 1981—
1984

» Director, Defense Research and Engineering, 1998— 2001

VEINE OfT....viiiiiieiieieeieeeetese ettt 9 February 1981-30 November 1985

* Director of the California Department of Finance, 1970-1975
* Instructor, University of California, 1975-1980

Russell A. ROUTKE ........ccuoeiiiiiiieiicieceeeeeeeeee e 8 December 1985—7 April 1986

» Served in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, 1953—-1985

* Administrative Assistant to Representative John R. Pillion (R-NY), 1960-1965

* Administrative Assistant to Representative Harry P. Smith III (R-NY), 1965—
1974

* Deputy to the Presidential Counselor, 1974-1976

» Special Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs, 1976-1977
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* Administrative Assistant to Representative Harold S. Sawyer (R-MI), 1977—

1981
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs), 1981-1985
Edward C. Aldridge Jr. (ACHING) ..ceeeveieieeieieieeeeeeeeee e 8 April 1986—8 June 1986
Edward C. AIdridge Jr.....ccoooieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9 June 1986—15 December 1988

* Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), 10 May
2001-23 May 2003; see bio in section V

Donald B. RiCe.......ccoiuiriieiieieieceeeeeeeeee e 22 May 1989-20 January 1993

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1965-1967

* Assistant Director, Office of Management and Budget, 1970-1972

» President and chief executive officer, RAND Corporation, 1972—-1989
* Member, Defense Science Board, 1977-1983

Michael B. Donley (ACtiNg).......cccveeveevveecieeienienienieeieeieeieeeenns 20 January 1993—13 July 1993
 Secretary of the Air Force, 2 October 2008-21 June 2013; see bio in section [V

Sheila E. Widnall.........cccccooieieoiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 6 August 1993-31 October 1997
» Professor of aerospace and astronautics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

1970-1981

+ Associate provost, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1992

F. Whitten Peters (ACtING) ......ccoeeeeeeieriereeieieieceeeeee e 1 November 1997-1 August 1999

F. Whitten Peters.......ccocciviieiiiiiieiececeeeeeereee e 2 August 1999-20 January 2001

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1969—-1972
* Principal Deputy General Counsel, Department of Defense, 1995-1997
* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1997-1999

James G. ROCHE ......coovieiiiiiiicieeceeeeeee e 1 June 2001-20 January 2005

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1960—1983

* Democratic Staff Director, Senate Armed Services Committee, 1983-1984 [See
AF bio]

* Northrup Grumman Corporation, 1984-2001 (corporate vice president and
president, Electronic Sensors & Systems Sector, 1996-2001)

Peter B. Teets (ACtING) c..ccveeveeeeieieeieeeeeeieseee et 20 January 200525 March 2005
» Director, National Reconnaissance Office, 2001-2005
Michael Montelongo (ACtING) ......cccveerveeieeieeierieriesieeieeieennns 25 March 2005-28 March 2005

* Served in the U.S. Army, 1977-1996
» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Management and Comptroller),
2001-2005

Michael L. Dominguez (ACting) .........ccceevevueerieecieeienieneenieenieennans 28 March 2005-29 July 2005

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1975-1980
» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 2001—
2006

1V. Secretaries of the Military Departments 28



Preston M. Geren (ACtiN) .....c.cceeeeeerierieseeieienieeeeeeseenee e 29 July 20054 November 2005
» Secretary of the Army, 16 July 2007-21 September 2009; see bio in section [V
Michael W. WYNNE.......ccocciiriiiieiieiicieeeeeeeete et 4 November 2005-5 June 2008

» Served in the U.S. Air Force, 1966—1973

* General manager, space launch systems, Lockheed Martin Astronautics, 1994—
1997

* Senior vice president, General Dynamics, 1997-1999

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology),

2001-2005
» Acting Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics),
2003-2005
Michael B. Donley (ACting)........cccuevevieriereeienienieseeeeieseseeaenens 9 June 2008—1 October 2008
Michael B. DONIEY.......cccoccveiiriiieieieeceeeee s 2 October 200821 June 2013

» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 19811984

+ National Security Council staff, 1984—1989

» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Management and Comptroller),
1989-1993

+ Acting Secretary of the Air Force, 1993

* Director of Administration and Management, 2005-2008, 2021—

Eric K. Fanning (ACting)........ccoeceeveeeerienieeieieieneeieeese e 24 June 2013—-19 December 2013
» Secretary of the Army, 18 May 201620 January 2017, see bio in section [V
Deborah Lee James..........cccoeeeviieniieiieieeieneeecieeieeeeeenn 20 December 2013-20 January 2017

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 1993—-1998

* Vice president, international operations and marketing, United Technologies,
1999-2000

+ Executive vice president and chief operating officer, Business Executives for
National Security, 2000-2001

» Science Applications International Corporation, 2002—2013 (president,
Technical and Engineering Sector, 2013)

Lisa DiSbrow (ACHING) .....ccccovvervievieeieeieniienieesieeee e seesieesaeesne e 20 January 2017-16 May 2017
» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Management) and Comptroller,
2014-2015
» Under Secretary of the Air Force, 24 February 2016-30 June 2017
Heather A. WilSOMN .......ocvveieieieeeeeeeeeee et 16 May 2017-31 May 2019
* Defense Planning Officer, Office of Defense Plans, U.S. Mission to NATO,
1987-1989

+ National Security Council staff, 1989-1991
» U.S. Representative (R-NM), 1998-2009
» President, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, 2013-2017

Matthew P. Donovan (AcCting).........ccceceevvenieniierieecieeieseeseeiens 1 June 2019-2 November 2019
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* Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 26 March 2020-19
January 2021; see bio in section V

Barbara M. Barrett..........coccoevienienienieieieeieeeeseeee 2 November 2019-20 January 2021

» Senior Adviser, U.S. Mission to the United Nations, 2006
» Ambassador to Finland, 2008-2009
* Chairman of the board, The Aerospace Corporation, 2013-2018

John P. Roth (ACHING) ..ccveevieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 20 January 2021-28 July 2021

* Deputy Comptroller (Program/Budget), Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller), 2001-2017

» Performed the duties of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller/CFO), 2014-2015

* Performed the Duties of Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/CFO), 2017

Frank Kendall IIT .........ccoooiiniiiieiieieceeeeeeee e 28 July 2021-20 January 2025

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1967-1982, and Army Reserve, 1982—1999

» Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Strategic Defense Systems),
19861989

+ Director of Tactical Warfare Programs, Office of the Secretary of Defense,
1989-1994

* Vice president of engineering, Raytheon Company, 1994-1996

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics), 2010-2012

* Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), 2012—

2017
Gary A. Ashworth (ACtING).......cccvevieriieriieiieieeieceereee e 20 January 2025—-16 May 2025
» Performed the Duties Of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition), 2024—
2025
TrOy E. MEINK....ooiiiiiiiiiciicececeteeee et 16 May 2025—Present

* Director, Communications Directorate, Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Networks and Information Integration), 2006—2008

» Director, Signals Intelligence Systems Acquisition, National Reconnaissance
Office, 20082013

* Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force and Director, Executive Agent for
Space Staff, 2013-2025
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V. Under Secretaries and Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense

Public Law 95-140, 21 October 1977, disestablished the second Deputy Secretary of Defense position
and created the position of Under Secretary of Defense at a level immediately below the Deputy
Secretary of Defense. The Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) and the Under Secretary of Defense
(Research and Engineering) were the two initial appointees to this rank, with the Under Secretary of
Defense (Research and Engineering) replacing the Director of Defense Research and Engineering.

The National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2017, PL 114-328, 23 December 2016, reestablished
an Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering and created an Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment. A 13 July 2018 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of
Defense finalized the organizational structures, roles, and responsibilities of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering and the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment.

Section 906 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017,
renamed the Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense to Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense.

Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

The Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering serves as the principal staff assistant and
adviser to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense on all research and engineering matters, and
as the chief technical officer of the Department with the mission of advancing technology and
innovation.

Chairman, Research and Development Board

The National Security Actof 1947, PL 80-253,26 July 1947, established the board. Reorganization Plan
Number 6, 30 June 1953, dissolved it and divided its functions between the newly established Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Research and Development) and Assistant Secretary of Defense (Applications

Engineering).

Vannevar Bush........c.cccoooeeieieiinieeeeeeeeeee, 30 September 194714 October 1948

Karl T. COmMPLON ......cccveieiieieiesieseeeeieese e 15 October 1948—14 March 1950

William WeEDSEET .......cveeieeieieieeeeeeeeeeee s 15 March 1950-31 July 1951

Walter G. Whitman..........ccoecveeieriieniieiieiecieceeseeie e 1 August 1951-29 June 1953
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Development)

Donald A. QUarles ..........cceeieeiinieiieieeeccceeee e 1 September 1953—14 August 1955

Clifford C. FUIMAS.......ccceevieirieiieieeiecieceeseeve e 1 December 1955-15 February 1957
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Applications Engineering)

Frank D. NeWbUIY ....c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeeeee e 18 August 1953—17 March 1957

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

DoD Directive 5129.1, 18 March 1957, established the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and
Engineering) to replace and combine the functions of the Assistant Secretary positions for Research and
Development and Applications Engineering.

Frank D. NeWDUIY ....ccooivieieiieeeeeeeeee e 18 March 195717 May 1957
Paul D. FOOLE ......ooovieiieiiciiieeeeeeeee e 10 September 1957-31 October 1958
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Director of Defense Research and Engineering

The Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1958, PL 85-599, 6 August 1958, retitled the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering) as the Director of Defense Research and
Engineering. The redesignated position came with increased authorities and represented an upgrade
in rank above all assistant secretaries of defense.

Herbert F. YOrk ....ccoooviiiiieieeeee e 30 December 1958-30 April 1961
Harold Brown .........coooieiiiiiieiieeceeeeece e 8 May 1961-30 September 1965
JOhn S. FOSter Jr....ooiiiiiiee e 1 October 1965-21 June 1973
Malcolm R. CUITIC......ocueeeeieiieiiciecieeteeeee e 21 June 1973-20 January 1977
WiLHAM J. PeITY ..o 11 April 1977-21 October 1977

Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

Public Law 95-140, 21 October 1977, created the position of Under Secretary of Defense (Research and
Engineering). In 1986, the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition) succeeded the Under Secretary
of Defense (Research and Engineering).

William J. PerTy .c.oceveieieeeieeeeeeeeeee e 21 October 1977-20 January 1981
» Secretary of Defense, 3 February 199424 January 1997; see bio in section II
Walter B. LaBerge (ACting) ......cocoveeveeienienienieeiecieeeeeeeeeene 21 January 1981-10 March 1981

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1943-1947

» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Research and Development), 1973—-1975
* Under Secretary of the Army, 1977-1980

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering),

1979-1981
James P. Wade Jr. (ACHING)..c.coovieviieieeieeieceeteeie et 11 March 1981-6 May 1981
* See bio below
Richard D. DeLauer........ccccccveeeierieeiieeeieieeeeeeee e 6 May 1981-30 November 1984

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1943-1958
* Thompson Ramo Wooldridge Incorporated (TRW Inc., since 1965), 1958—1981
(executive vice president, 1970—1981)

James P. Wade Jr. (ACtING)....cceveveeiieierieieieeseeeee e 1 December 19845 July 1985

» Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy), 1978-1981
 Assistant Secretary of Defense (Development and Support), 1984—1985
 Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Logistics), 1985-1986

Donald A. HICKS ....ccocveieiieieieeeeeeee e 2 August 1985-10 October 1986

+ Physicist, Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, 1954-1956

» Head, Applied Physics Section, Aerospace Group, The Boeing Company, 1956—
1961

* Northrop Corporation, 1961-1985 (senior vice president, marketing and
technology (1979-1985)
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Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 23 December 2016,
amended chapter 4 of United States Code Title 10 by codifying as section 133(a) the position of Under
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering.

Michael D. Griffin........ccocceeiiiiinieieiceeeeeee e 20 February 2018-10 July 2020

» President and chief operating officer, In-Q-Tel, Inc., 2002-2004

» Director, Applied Physics Laboratory, Johns Hopkins University, 2004—-2005
* Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 2005-2009
* Chairman and chief executive officer, Shafer Corporation, 2012-2018

Michael Kratsios (ACHNE) .....cceeeeeerierierieeieierieseeeeeie e seeeeenaens 13 July 2020-20 January 2021
* Chief Technology Officer of the United States, 2017-2021
Terence G. Emmert (Performing the Duties Of) ...................... 20 January 2021-21 March 2021
+ Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Materiel Readiness), 2013-2016
Barbara K. McQuiston (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 21 March 2021-26 July 2021
* Special Assistant to the Director, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency,
2009-2010
Heidi SRYU ..o 27 July 2021-20 January 2025
 Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and Technology,
20122016
* Trustee, The Aerospace Corporation, 20162021
James G. Mazol (Performing the Duties Of).........ccccoecvevennnnee. 22 January 2025-20 May 2025
* Policy Director, United States Senate Committee on Armed Services, 2023—
2025
EMil MIChQ@l .....ccueeuieiiieeeieeeeee e 20 May 2025-Present

* Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 2009-2011

* Chief Operating Officer, Klout, 2012-2013

* President, Technology Advisory and Consulting Services, 2011-2017
* Chief Business Officer, Uber, 2013-2017

Under Secretary of War (Research and Engineering)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Emil MiCh@el ......c.coveiiiiiieieeeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017,
redesignated the position of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense to Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense. Effective 1 February 2018, section 137(a) of United States Code Title 10 was amended
by designating one of six Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense as the Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering.
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Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

LiSA POTEET ...ttt 2 October 2018-10 July 2020
Mark LeWis (ACHNG) ...c..ccverieriieiieieeiesiesieesie e eee e sve e e 13 July 2020-20 January 2021
JihFen Lei (Performing the Duties Of) ........ccccoeeveeiieienvenennee. 20 January 2021-21 March 2021
Terence G. Emmert (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccccueneenee. 21 March 2021-17 May 2021
Maynard Holliday (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccccevvverieienens 17 May 2021-27 July 2021
Barbara K. McQuiston (Performing the Duties Of).................. 27 July 2021-22 February 2022
David HONCY ....cc.covieiieiieiecieeeecteteeete e 22 February 2022-20 January 2025
Patrick J. Witt (Performing the Duties Of)........c..cccoeeveeveneennenne. 22 January 2025-20 May 2025
James G. Mazol (Performing the Duties Of)........ccccocveverenvrceeiennne. 20 May 2025-1 July 2025
Joseph Morici (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccceevvvieniennens 1 July 202529 December 2025
James G. MAZOL ......ooviiiiiieicieee s 29 December 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Research and Engineering)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Joseph Morici (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 5 September 2025-29 December 2025
James G. Mazol ......cccuoeiieiiiiiecececeeee e 29 December 2025—Present

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment)

The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment serves as the principal adviser to the
Secretary on acquisition and sustainment matters in the Department of Defense.

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition)

The Military Retirement Reform Act of 1986, PL 99-348, 1 July 1986, established the Under Secretary
of Defense (Acquisition).

Richard P. GOdWin...........ccoeevevierienieieieeceeeeeee 30 September 198630 September 1987

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1943—-1946

» Atomic Energy Commission, 1947-1959 (Assistant Director, Division of
Reactor Development, 1959)

» United States Maritime Administration, 1959-1961

» Bechtel, Inc., 1961-1986 (president, Bechtel Civil and Minerals, Inc., 1980—
1986)

VaCANT ..cuvieiiiieiieeceete e 30 September 198718 December 1987
Robert B. COStello ......ooviriireieieiereeeeieieeeeeee e 18 December 1987—12 May 1989

* Served in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 1944-1978
* General Motors Corporation, 1960—1986
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Production and Logistics), 1987

Michael P.W. Stone (Performing the Duties Of) ......................... 13 May 1989-11 August 1989
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» Under Secretary of the Army, 1988—1989
» Secretary of the Army, 1989—1993; see bio in section [V

JONN AL BEU .o 11 August 1989-31 December 1990

* Chrysler Corporation, 1952—-1962
* Ford Motor Company, 1962—-1989 (executive vice president, diversified
products operations, 1988—1989)

Donald J. YOCKey (ACtING) ....ccvevuereerierieriieeieieiesieeeeieie e 1 January 1991-20 June 1991
Donald J. YOCKEY ..cvovveeieeieieieeeeeeeeseetee et 20 June 1991-20 January 1993
* Served in the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force, 1944—-1966
» Rockwell International Corporation, 19661988 (corporate senior vice
president, 1986—1988)

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary (Acquisition), 1990
* Acting Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition), 1 January 1991-20 June 1991

VACANT .....viiiiiieiieiecieee ettt ettt e be e e eneens 20 January 199315 April 1903
John M. DeutCh.......ccocviiiiieieieeeceeeeeee e 15 April 1993-29 November 1993
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 11 March 1994—-10 May 1995; see bio in section

I

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994, PL 103-160, 30 November 1993,
changed the title to Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology).

JONN M. DEULCH. ... e 30 November 1993—11 March 1994
VACANE <. e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e eeeeeraaeeeeanees 12 March 19942 October 1994
Paul G. KaminsKi.........cccoeevieiiiiinienieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 3 October 1994—16 May 1997

* Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense (Research and
Engineering), 1977-1981

VaCANT ...ttt 17 May 1989-9 November 1997
Jacques S. Gansler..........ocovieviieciieiicieeeee e 10 November 19975 October 1999

* Engineer, Raytheon Corporation, 1952—-1962

* Singer Corporation, 1962-1970

* Vice president, business development, International Telephone and Telegraph
Corporation, 1970-1972

* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Materiel Acquisition), 1975-1977

» Executive vice president and director, The Analytical Sciences Corporation,
1977-1997

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000, PL 106-65, 5 October 1999, redesignated
the position as the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics).

Jacques S. Gansler.........cooveeeviieiecieeeeeee e 5 October 1999-5 January 2001
David R. Oliver Jr. (ACtING) ....cccevrveeeirieiieeieieeieeiee e 6 January 2001-9 May 2001
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* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology),
1998-2001

Edward C. Aldridge Jr.....c.ooveieieeeeieeeeeeee e 11 May 2001-23 May 2003

* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategic Programs), 1974-1976
* Director, Planning and Evaluation, 1976-1977

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 1981-1986

 Secretary of the Air Force, 19861988

Michael W. Wynne (ACting) .......ccceeeeeevueriereeeerienieneeeeseeseeseeenens 23 May 2003-29 March 2005
» Secretary of the Air Force, 4 November 2005-5 June 2008; see bio in section
v
Michael W. Wynne (Recess Appointment)...........ccceeeeveereeereveneennenne 1 April 2005—6 June 2005
Kenneth J. KIi€g .....ooovieiieiieiicieeeeeeeeeetee e 6 June 2005-20 July 2007

* Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 20012003
* Director, Program Analysis and Evaluation, 2003-2005

John J. Young Jr. (ACtING) .....covevveeirieieieeeeieiereeeeee e 21 July 2007-20 November 2007
John J. Young Jr ..o 21 November 2007-20 January 2009

* Technical staff, Sandia National Laboratory, 1988—1993
* Professional Staff Member, Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee,

1993-2001
» Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development, and Acquisition),
2001-2005
* Director, Defense Research and Engineering, 2005-2007
VACANE ...ttt nas 21 January 2009-26 April 2009
Ashton B. “Ash” Carter...........ccocuevueveniecieieneseeeeee s 27 April 2009—6 October 2011
» Secretary of Defense, 17 February 2015-19 January 2017; see bio in section II
Frank Kendall IIT (ACtING) ....coovvevvieiieieeieeieceeieeieeee e 6 October 2011-24 May 2012
Frank Kendall TIL ............cccoevieriieieieeeeceeeeeeeee e 24 May 2012-20 January 2017
» Secretary of the Air Force, 28 July 2021— ; please see bio in section IV
James A. MacStravic (Performing the Duties Of) ...................... 20 January 2017-31 July 2017
+ Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition), 2017-2018
Ellen M. LOTd.....ccooieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 2 August 2017—-1 February 2018

» Textron Systems Corporation, 1984-2017 (president and chief executive
officer, 2012-2017)

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 23 December 2016,
disestablished the position of Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics, and amended chapter 4 of United States Code Title 10 by codifying as section 133(b) the
position of Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment.

Ellen M. Lord......coooveieieeeeceeeeeeeeeeeee s 1 February 2018-20 January 2021
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Stacy A. Cummings (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 20 January 2021-3 August 2021

* Program executive officer, Defense Healthcare Management Systems, 2016—

2019
Gregory M. Kausner (Performing the Duties Of) ..................... 3 August 2021-7 February 2022
* Deputy Director, Defense Security Cooperation Agency, 2017-2020
Andrew Hunter (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccovveveeiennns 7 February 202215 April 2022
» Chief of Staff, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment,
2011-2012
William A. LaPlante ..........ccccoevieiiieiiieiieieieeeieceeee e 15 April 2022-20 January 2025
 Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics,
2013-2014

» Senior vice president and general manager, national security, The MITRE
Corporation, 2017-2020
* President and CEO, Charles Stark Draper Laboratories, Inc., 2020-2022

Steven J. Morani (Performing the Duties Of)..........cccceecvevennnnee. 22 January 2025-5 June 2025
* Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Sustainment), 2024—Present
Michael P. DUFTEY ...cc.oovieiiieieeeceeeeeee e 5 June 2025—Present

* Deputy Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense, 2018-2019

* Program Associate Director for National Security, Office of Management and
Budget, 2019-2021

* Partner, Equinox Global Solutions, 2021-2025

Under Secretary of War (Acquisition and Sustainment)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Michael P. DUFTEY .....ooovieiieiiieeeeceeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment)

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1987, PL 99-661, 14 November 1986,
established a statutory position called Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition).

MIltOn LONT.....ccvieiieieeeceee e 3 October 1988—12 May 1989
VACANE ......ocuiieieiieeeteee ettt et s e se e se e sens 6 May 1989—4 October 1989
Robert C. McCormack (Performing the Duties Of)........... 4 October 1989—-11 November 1989
VACANT ...ttt 11 November 1989-28 November 1989
Robert C. McCormack (Performing the Duties Of)............ 28 November 1989—12 March 1990
Donald J. YOCKEY ...ecoveiieiieieieieeeeeeeeeee e 12 March 1990-29 January 1991
VACANL ...ttt 30 January 1991-4 December 1991
Donald C. Fraser.......ccccccevieiienieiiieieeieeeeeeenieeve e 4 December 1991-13 January 1993
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VaCANT ..c..eiiiiiieieeeee s 13 January 1993—-18 November 1993
Noel Longuemare Jr.........ccceevevierieiecieneneeeeeeeseeeen, 18 November 1993-30 November 1993
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994, PL 103-160, 30 November 1993,
changed the title to Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology).

Noel Longuemare Jr........ccccoevuieviieiieienienieieeeeeeeee e 30 November 1993—8 June 1994
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

DoD Directive 5134.6, 8 June 1994, established the position of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

Noel Longuemare Jr........ccccoevieviieiieieeieiieeeeeeeeee e 8 June 1994-21 November 1997
Jospeh J. Eash (ACtING) ....c.ccovveieirieieieiiceeeeeeeeeeeeeie s 22 November 1997—1 June 1998
David OIIVET ....cveiiiiiieiicieeeeec ettt 1 June 1998-25 May 2001

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

DoD Directive 5134.13, 25 May 2000, reestablished the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Technology.

David OIIVET ...c.eoceieiieieieceeeeeeeeee et 25 May 2000-14 July 2001

Michael W. WYNNE.......ccoccviriiiieiieieeieeeeeeereeie e 17 July 2001-3 November 2005

VACANL ...t 3 November 20051 March 2006

James I FINICY ....ccviviiiiiiiiieicececeeeeee e 1 March 200620 January 2009

Shay Assad (ACHNE) .....c.ccveirierieiriiieieieteeeeete et 19 January 2009-5 March 2010
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, PL 111-84, 28 October 2009, amended
10 USC 133(a) by striking Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology each
place it appeared and replaced it with Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics). DoD Directive 5134.14, 29 December 2010, assigned responsibilities and

functions.
Frank Kendall ITT .........ccoooiioiiniiiieeececeeeee e 5 March 201024 May 2012
Alan F. Estevez (ACHNE) ....ccvevveieieieeeeeeieeeeeeeeee e 4 June 2012-31 December 2012
Alan F. Estevez (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccceevennenne. 1 January 201230 October 2013
Alan F. EStEVEZ ..o 30 November 2013-20 January 2017
VACANE ....cveeiieieieieeieeeee ettt nee 20 January 2017—1 February 2018

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017,
redesignated the position of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense to Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense. Effective 1 February 2018, this law amended section 137(c) of United States Code Title 10
by designating one of six Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense as the Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment.
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VACANE ...ttt 1 February 2018-16 January 2019

Alan R. Shaffer........ccocoviiieieieeeeceee e 16 January 2019-20 January 2021
Gregory M. Kausner (Performing the Duties Of) ..................... 20 January 2021-3 August 2021
Paul D. Cramer (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccevveriieinnnen. 3 August 2021-21 April 2023
Radha PIumb........cccoooieiieiiiieeeeeeeteeee e 21 April 2023-8 April 2024
Deborah Rosenblum (AcCting) ........cceecvevveviierieecienierieseeieennans 8 April 2024-5 November 2024
Deborah Rosenblum (Performing the Duties Of)................ 5 November 2024-20 January 2025
Brent G. Ingraham (Performing the Duties Of)................. 22 January 2025-22 September 2025
Dale Marks (Performing the Duties Of) ........cccccovevieeciiecienienienenee. 22 September 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Acquisition and Sustainment)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Brent G. Ingraham (Performing the Duties Of).............. 5 September 2025-22 September 2025
Dale Marks (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccceeevevereeciecienieienen. 22 September 2025—Present

Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

Established by PL 95-140, 21 October 1977. DoD Directive 5111.1, 27 October 1978, described the
position’s responsibilities and mission. The Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) is the principal adviser
to the Secretary of Defense for all matters pertaining to the formulation of national security and defense
policy and the integration and oversight of DoD policy and plans to achieve national security objectives.

Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

Stanley R. RESOT ......ccueiiiieieieieeeeeeee e 14 August 1978-1 April 1979
» Secretary of the Army, 5 July 1965-30 June 1971; see bio in section [V

VACANT ....uviiiiiieiieieceee ettt ettt et 1 April 1979-24 October 1979

Robert W. KOMET ........cccieiiiiiieiieieciececeeeeeee e 24 October 1979-20 January 1981

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1943-1946

* Intelligence analyst, Central Intelligence Agency, 1947-1961
+ National Security Council staff, 1961-1965

* Ambassador to Turkey, 1968—-1969

VACANE ...ttt ettt aesne e nae s 20 January 1981-2 April 1981
Fred CoIKIE ... 2 April 1981-19 February 1988

* Professor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1964—-1967
* Social Science Department head, RAND Corporation, 1967-1973
* Director, U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, 1973-1977

VACANE ..ottt 20 February 1988—15 May 1989
Paul D. WOIfOWIZ .......oovieeieieieeiieeeeeseeeee e 15 May 1989-19 January 1993
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 2 March 2001-13 May 2005; see bio in section III
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Frank T. WISNET .......cccveriieiieieieieceeeeeee et 6 July 1993-20 May 1994

» Foreign Service Officer, 1961-1997
* Under Secretary of State for International Security Affairs, 1992—-1993

Walter B. Slocombe (ACtING).......ccceeververeeieierierieeeeiesee e 20 May 199415 September 1994
Walter B. Slocombe..........ccccvevieriirieieieecieeeseceeiene 15 September 1994—19 January 2001

» Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security
Affairs), 1977-1979

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy Planning), 1979-1981

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 1993—-1994

VaACANL ... 20 January 2001-26 February 2001
Christopher A. Williams (Performing the Duties Of)............... 27 February 2001-11 May 2001

» Foreign Policy Adviser, Senator Trent Lott (R-MS), 1998
* Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Policy Matters, 2001

Daniel Gallington (Performing the Duties Of)........cccceevvveiennnee. 11 May 2001-16 July 2001
* Special Assistant for Policy to the Secretary of Defense, 2001
Douglas J. Feith ......c.ccooiviriiieieeeeeeee e 16 July 2001-8 August 2005

* National Security Council staff, 1981-1982

* Special Counsel to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security
Affairs), 1982—-1984

» Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Negotiations Policy), 1984—-1986

* Managing attorney, Feith & Zell, PC, 1986-2001

Eric S. Edelman (Recess Appointment) ..........ccccoecveevereeennennee. 9 August 2005-9 February 2006
Eric S. Edelman ........c.cccoeiiviiiieiiciececeeeeee e 9 February 200620 January 2009

» Foreign Service Officer, 1992-2001; 2003—-2005
* Ambassador to Finland, 1998-2001
* Principal Deputy Assistant to the Vice President for National Security Affairs,

2001-2003
* Ambassador to Turkey, 2003—-2005

VACANE ....eieiieieiietetee ettt 20 January 2009-9 February 2009

Michgle FIOUMNOY .....c.occvieiirieiieiieieeieceeceeeee e 9 February 2009-30 January 2012

* Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy and Threat
Reduction) and Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy), 1993—1998

» Research professor, Institute for National Strategic Studies, National Defense
University, 1998-2000

* Senior advisor, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2000-2006

* President and cofounder, Center for a New American Security, 2007-2009

James N. Miller Jr. (ACtING) ...c.ccveveeieieiereeeeeeeee e 1 February 2012-23 May 2012
James N. MIller Jr.....c.oooiieiiiiiieieecececeeeee e 24 May 2012-8 January 2013

» Professional Staff Member, House Armed Services Committee, 1988—1992
* Professor of Public Policy, Duke University, 1992—-1997
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* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Requirements, Plans, and
Counterproliferation Policy), 1997-2000

* Senior vice president, Center for a New American Security, 2007-2009

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2009-2012

Michael Lumpkin (ACtiNg) .....cccccveeeveeierienieniieieeieeieeeesie e 9 January 2014-23 June 2014
+ Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict),
2013-2016
Christine Wormuth .........ccoceeiririnenienieineneeeeeee e 23 June 2014-10 June 2016
 Secretary of the Army, 27 May 2021-2025; please see bio in section [V
Brian McKeon (ACtiNg) ......ccceveeiecienierieeieieieseeeeie e seeenenaens 11 June 201620 January 2017

* Chief counsel, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 1997-2009
* Deputy National Security Advisor to Vice President Joseph R. Biden, 2009—

2012
» Executive Secretary and Chief of Staff for the National Security Council, 2012—
2014
Theresa Whelan (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccoevvveieeiennen. 20 January 2017-5 June 2017

* Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity
Conflict), 2015-2017

Robert Story Karem (ActiNg)......c.ccceeeveeeenieneeniieieeieeeeseeseeennes 7 June 2017-10 October 2017
» Middle East policy adviser, Vice President's National Security Council staff,
2005-2009

* National security adviser to House Majority Leaders, 2011-2015
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs), 2017-2018

David J. Trachtenberg (AcCting).......c..ccceevveeieneeseesieeieeieeneene 17 October 2017-3 January 2018

» Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy),
2001-2003
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2017-2019

John C. ROO.......ooiiiiiicieeeeeee e 3 January 2018-28 February 2020

» Senior vice president, Lockheed Martin International
 Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security, 2006—

2007
» Acting Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security,
2007-2009
James H. Anderson (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccc.......... 29 February 20208 June 2020

* Dean of Academics; Deputy Director, Marine Corps War College, 2012-2015

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities), 2018-2019

* Performing the Duties of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy),
2019-2020

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities), 2020

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 23 July 2019-24 April 2020

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 8 June 2020—10 November 2020

V. Under Secretaries and Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense 41



James H. Anderson (AcCtiNg) ........ccceevevverrereeeenienieeeeeeeesee e 8 June 2020—10 November 2020
Anthony J. Tata (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 10 November 2020-20 January 2021

* Served in U.S. Army, 1981-2009
 Chief growth officer, Air Data Solutions, 2019-2020
* Performed the duties of Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2020

Amanda J. Dory (Performing the Duties Of) ...........ccoecvevenenee. 20 January 2021-28 April 2021
» Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy), 2008-2011
Colin Kahl......ccoeiiieieeieeeeeeeeee e 28 April 2021-17 July 2023

» National Security Advisor to the Vice President, 2014-2017
* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Middle East), 2009-2011

Alexandra N. Baker (ActiNg) ......cccccveeierienieniieieeieeieeeeieeve e 18 July 2023-26 April 2024
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 14 February 2022—Present
Amanda J. Dory (ACHNE) ....ccevuievveeieeieeienieerieeie e eve e seeieens 27 April 2024-22 January 2025
* Director, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, National Defense University,
2022-2024
Alexander J. Velez-Green (Performing the Duties Of)................ 22 January 2025-9 April 2025
 Senior Policy Adviser, Center for National Defense, The Heritage Foundation,
2023-2025
EIbridge A. COlDY ....oovieieieieieeeeeeeeeete ettt 9 April 2025—Present

» Co-founder, Marathon Initiative, 2019-2025
* Director, Defense Program, Center for a New American Security, 2018-2019
* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategy and Force Development,
20172018
Under Secretary of War (Policy)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Elbridge A. ColDY .....ccvoiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

Director of Policy Review

DoD Directive 5130.2, 16 June 1977, created the position of Director of Policy Review. A Defense
Department press release announced the appointment of the first Director of Policy Review in the Office
of the Secretary of Defense, effective 10 June 1977.

Daniel J. MUIPhY ......ooveviiieieeeeeeeeeee e 10 June 1977-28 October 1978

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

A 28 October 1978 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of Defense redesignated the Director of
Policy Review as the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.

Daniel J. MUrphy ......c.ccceevievienieieiecieceeceeeeveee e 28 October 1978—11 December 1978
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Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy Review)

A 6 November 1978 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of Defense redesignated the position as
the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy Review) and transferred the Directorate for Security
Plans and Programs, the Directorate for Information Security, and the Defense Investigative Program
Office from the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration)/Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller) to the redesignated position, effective 11 December 1978.

Daniel J. MUIphy ......cccooveievieieiieeeeeeeeeeee e 11 December 1978-20 January 1981
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

The position’s title reverted back to Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) in January 1981.

Richard G. Stilwell ..........ccooveieieiieeeeeeeeee e 20 January 1981-December 1984
Craig Alderman Jr. (ACHING) ....cceeveeerieneeieieeeeeeeee e 1 March 1985-13 October 1985
Craig Alderman Jr.........ccocoveeieieieieecceeee e 13 October 1985—October 1989

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Security Policy)

By October 1989, the position had been renamed to Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Security
Policy).

Craig Alderman Jr.........cccoveoiieiieiinieeeecreee e October 1989—12 August 1992
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993, PL 102-190, 5 December
1991, established the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, which replaced the Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense (Security Policy) as the first assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy).

L Lewis LibDY ....ccveieieieeeeeeeseeeeee e 12 August 1992—10 January 1993
VaCANT ..o 11 January 1993-31 May 1993
Walter B. SI0COMDE........cccooviiiiiiiciicieieeceee e 1 June 1993—6 July 1993

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

Established by DoD Directive 5111.3, 6 July 1993 as the primary assistant to the Under Secretary of
Defense (Policy).

Walter B. Slocombe..........cccoeviieieieiereeeeeeeeeee e 6 July 1993-14 September 1994
VaCANT ...ttt 15 September 1994-2 October 1994
Jan M. Lodal ......ccooieiiiiieeeeeeeeee e 3 October 1994-30 September 1998
James M. BOANET .........oouieiiiiieiiciecieeccceee e 1 October 1998-19 January 2001
VACANT ......eitiiiieeieietcteeeet ettt ettt a et b e esesaenees 20 January 2001-14 July 2001
Stephen A. CambOne .........cc.occvieiieierieieeeeee e 25 July 2001-1 July 2002
VACANE ..ottt ettt st b s ebeaeneas 2 July 2002—6 February 2002
Christopher Ryan Henry..........ccoooveviieciieiieiiieicieciee, 7 February 2003-30 September 2008
Peter Verga (ACHNG).....ccecveueieieiiieieeeieieeeieteeere e 1 October 20088 April 2009
James N. MIller Jr....coooiiiiiiiieceeee e 8 April 2009-24 May 2012
Kathleen H. HICKS .......ccoooiiriiiieiicieceeeeeceeeee e 24 May 2012-2 July 2013
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Elissa Slotkin (Performing the Duties Of) ........ccccoceovvecinirineecireee, 3 July 2013-28 July 2014

Brian MCKEON ......cocveiiiieiieieeceeeeeeee e 28 July 201420 January 2017
VaCANT ..ot 20 January 2017-7 August 2017
Theresa Whelan (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccccceeueenee. 7 August 2017—18 October 2017
David J. Trachtenberg ..........ccoccvevveviieniiecieeieeiecieeeeieenne 18 October 2017—12 December 2017

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)

Section 906 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December
2017, and codified at section 137(a) of United States Code title 10, retitled the position as Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense (Policy). DoD Directive 5111.03, 25 January 2017, updated the responsibilities
and functions of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) and acknowledged the title change.

David J. Trachtenberg ..........cccecveeievieniieniieieeieeiecieseeie e 12 December 2017-23 July 2020
James H. Anderson (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccceecvevvennnen. 23 July 2019-24 April 2020
Daniel Green (Performing the Duties Of)..........cccoeevvvvecvesienienen. 24 April 2020-3 August 2020
James H. Anderson .........cocooeveveieinininineeeceeseeeeenen 8 June 2020-10 November 2020
Anthony J. Tata (Performing the Duties Of)...........c..c.......... 3 August 2020-10 November 2020
Thomas Williams (Performing the Duties Of)................... 10 November 2020-20 January 2021
Jennifer C. Walsh (Performing the Duties Of) ...........ccccoeeneeee. 20 January 2021-28 April 2021
Amanda J. Dory (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccoecveveinnene 29 April 2021-23 August 2021
Mara Karlin (Performing the Duties Of) .........c.cccoevrvennnnee. 23 August 2021-14 February 2022
Alexandra N. Baker.........cccooeviviriieieeeececeeeeeeee e 14 February 2022-26 April 2024
Mara Karlin (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccceevevevvnveiennne. 4 January 202324 April 2023
Mara Karlin (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccceevvveveiennnne 18 July 2023-20 December 2023
Melissa G. Dalton (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 21 December 2023-29 May 2024
Cara L. Abercrombie (ACtINg) ......ccceevveeveeierieniieiieieeieeeieseeesreennes 29 May—22 November 2024
Cara L. Abercrombie (Performing the Duties Of) ............ 23 November 202420 January 2025
Amanda J. Dory (Performing the Duties Of) ............cccuc........ 22 January 2025—15 March 2025
Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccveeiiiienieniennne. 15 March 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Policy)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccveevieieenrennnne. 5 September 2025—Present
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/Chief Financial Officer)

The Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/Chief Financial Officer) is the principal staff assistant
and adviser to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense for budgetary and fiscal matters, including
financial management, audit administration, accounting policy, and budget formulation and execution.
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Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)

The first Secretary of Defense, James Forrestal, assigned the comptroller function to one of three special
assistants created by the National Security Act of 1947. The 1949 amendments to the National Security
Act of 1947 established the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

Wilfred J. MENEIl....coooiieiiiicieeeeeeceeeee 12 September 1949—1 November 1959
John M. Sprague (ACtiNg) .......ccceeeererverieesrerieesrenieeeesreeenens 2 November 1959—1 December 1959
Franklin B. Lincoln .........cccoecviviiiienieiieiecieeeeeeeeeeeees 2 December 1959-20 January 1961
Charles J. HitCh........cccooieieieieieeeeeeeee e 17 February 1961-31 August 1965
Robert N. AnthOny........ccccceeeieviereniieieiereeeeeee e 10 September 1965-31 July 1968
RODEIE C. MOOL .....ioeieiiiiciieieieeieeeetete et 1 August 1968-9 January 1973
Don R. Brazier (ACtING) ......ccecevverreeieierienieeeeeesiesieeeeeesae e eeeens 10 January 1973-20 June 1973
Terence E. MCCIary .......cocuveierierieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 21 June 1973-31 August 1976
Fred P. Wacker........ccoovviieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 2 September 197629 February 1980
VaACANT ..ottt 1 March 1980-12 August 1980
Jack R. BOTStING......cooveiiriieieieeececee e 12 August 1980-31 December 1982
Vincent Puritano (ACtING) ......ccceeveevieriieriienienierieeeeeieeens 1 January 1983-23 February 1983
Vincent PUrTtano .........cocoecvevieiienienieeeeeeeeceeee e 24 February 1983-30 May 1984
John R. Quetsch (ACHNE) ...c.eeveierieeiieieieeeeeeeee e 31 May 198414 August 1984
Robert W. Helm .......ccooovieiiiiiiieeceeeeeee e 16 August 1984—1 October 1986

Department of Defense Comptroller

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) was designated Department of Defense Comptroller
in 1986 by the Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act with the same status as
an Assistant Secretary, although not so titled.

Robert W. Helm .......ccoooieiieiiiiieeceeceeeee 1 October 1986—1 September 1988
VaCANT ......iitiieieieeee e 1 September 1988—17 October 1988
Clyde O. GIAISET .....ccveeeeeeieieeieeeeieiereeeeee e 17 October 1988-22 May 1989
Sean O KeEefe.......oouvvieieieeieieeeeeee e 22 May 1989-7 July 1992
Donald B. Shycoff (ACting) ......cccceveveeierienieeeeieereeeeeeee e 8 July 1992—12 March 1993
VACANE ...ttt 13 March 1993-26 October 1993
John J. HAMI® ..c.oviniiiiiiicce e 26 October 1993—5 October 1994

Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/CFO)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, PL 103-337, 5 October 1994, raised the
status of the Department of Defense Comptroller from the level of Assistant Secretary to that of Under
Secretary. DoD Directive 5118.03, 20 April 2012, updated the responsibilities, functions, and
authorities for this position.

John J. HAMT@ ..ot 5 October 1994-29 July 1997
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 29 July 1997-31 March 2000; see bio in section
il
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Alice Maroni (ACHNE) .....ccveeveeeeieeriereeeieierieneeeeeesee e eeeeenees 30 July 1997—-18 November 1997
» Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 1993-2000
William J. Lynn I ..o 19 November 1997—-19 January 2001

* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 12 February 2009—5 October 2011; see bio in
section III

VACANL ...ttt 20 January 2001-2 May 2001
DoV S. ZaKheim.......ccoooieiiiiieieeieeeecieee e 3 May 2001-15 April 2004

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Planning and Resources), 1985-1987
* Vice president, System Planning Corporation, 1987-2001

Lawrence J. Lanzillotta (ACtING) ....c.cccveeveeienieiieieeiecieeie e 15 April 2004-27 July 2004
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Management Reform), 2002-2004
Tina W. JONAS.....ccooviieeieieieieeeeeee e 28 July 2004-26 September 2008

* Senior Budget Examiner, Office of Management and Budget, 1991-1995

* Professional Staff Member, House Committee on Appropriations, 1995-2001

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Financial Management), 2001— 2002

» Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
2002-2004

VaCANT .....viiiiiieiieieceeeet ettt e ens 26 September 2008—6 October 2008
Douglas Brook (AcCting) .........cceeerueeeeierierieneeieieseseeeenenens 6 October 200820 January 2009

* Assistant Secretary of the Army, 1990-1992
* Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 2007-2009

VaACANL ...t 20 January 2009-9 February 2009
Robert F. Hale.....c.cocveieieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9 February 2009-27 June 2014

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1969-1972
» Director, National Security Division, Congressional Budget Office, 1982-1994
» Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Management and Comptroller),

1994-2001
* Executive director, American Society of Military Comptrollers, 20052009
Michael J. MCCoOrd.........oovevieniieiieiecieeeesieeieee e 27 June 2014-20 January 2017

» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 1987-2003
* Budget Analyst, House Committee on the Budget, 2003-2004

» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 2004—2009
 Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 2009-2014

John P. Roth (Performing the Duties Of).........cccceevevvinieciieienn. 20 January 2017-1 June 2017
* Acting Secretary of the Air Force, 20 January 2021-28 July 2021; see bio in
section [V
David L. NOTQUISE....cc.eeiieieeieiieriteieeie ettt 2 June 2017-30 July 2019
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 31 July 2019-9 February 2021; see bio in section
I
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Elaine A. McCusker (ACtING).......cceeveierierieeieieieseeeeeeeesee e 31 July 2019-26 June 2020
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 2017-2020

Thomas W. Harker (Performing the Duties Of) ............ccc.c......... 27 June 2020-20 January 2021
» Acting Secretary of the Navy, 2021; see bio in section IV

Douglas Glenn (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccceevevverieennnen. 20 January 2021-9 April 2021
* Deputy Chief Financial Officer, 2020-2021

Anne McAndrew (Performing the Duties Of)........cccccoevvvverecveinnnnne. 9 April 2021-3 June 2021
* Deputy Comptroller for Program Budget, 2018—

Michael J. MCCOTd.......c.ooouieiieieieieeiececeeece e 3 June 2021-20 January 2025
* Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 2014-2017; bio appears with earlier

listing

Bryn Woollacott MacDonnell (Performing the Duties Of) ..... 22 January 2025-8 August 2025
+ National Security Advisor for Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA), 2023-2025
Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of).............cccueneee. 8 August 2025-20 May 20206

» Performed the Duties Of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and
Reserve Affairs), 2025

Michael POWETS (ACHNE) .....covverveeeieieieriieieieie et 20 May 2026—Present
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense Comptroller, 2025—Present
Under Secretary of War (Comptroller/CFO)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of)......................... 5 September 2025-20 May 2026
Michael POWETS (ACHNE) .....cecveeveeeieieierieeieieie et 20 May 2026—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)

Position established by law as one of five Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense positions in
NDAA for FY 2010, PL 111-84 (28 October 2009).

Michael J. McCord ..o 22 June 2010-26 June 2014
John P. Roth (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccccuvevervennenne. 27 June 2014-22 December 2015
JOhN C. CONGET ....eveentieiieiecececeee e 22 December 2015-20 January 2017
VACANL ...ttt st ean 20 January 2017—-1 August 2017
Elaine A. MCCUSKET .......ccceevvieiieiiieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 2 August 2017-12 December 2017

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017,
redesignated the position of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense to Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense.
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Flaine A. MCCUSKET ... eeeeeeeeeeeeeea 12 December 2017—6 June 2020

VaACANT ...ttt e 27 June 202011 August 2021
Kathleen Miller........ccccoouieiieiiieiieieeieeeeeeeeee e 11 August 2021-20 January 2025
Anne McAndrew (Performing the Duties Of)................... 22 January 2025-23 December 2025
MIChael POWETS ....cc.eoiiiiiiiieieieeeeee et 23 December 2025—Present
Art Miller (Performing the Duties Of)........cccocvevieciieieniinieeeeeeeee, 21 May 2026—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Comptroller)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Anne McAndrew (Performing the Duties Of)................. 5 September 2025-23 December 2025
MiChael POWETS ......cooiruiriiiiieiiieiieeee s 23 December 2025—Present
Art Miller (Performing the Duties Of).........cccoecveeieiirieieeeeeeeeee 21 May 2026—Present

Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)

The Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) is the principal staff assistant and adviser
to the Secretary of Defense for total force management; National Guard and reserve component affairs;
health affairs; readiness and training; military and civilian personnel requirements; language training;
dependent education; equal opportunity; morale, welfare, and recreation; and quality-of-life matters.

Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994, PL 103-160, 20 November 1993,
created the position. DoD Directive 5124.02, 17 March 1994, described the position’s responsibilities
and mission, which included the functions of the now-abolished Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force
Management and Personnel), and established authority over the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Reserve Affairs) and the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs) (See Part VIII, Assistant
Secretaries of Defense).

EdWIn DOTM.....cooiiiiiiiicieceeeeeee et 16 March 1994—7 July 1997
* Deputy director for research, Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies,
1981-1990
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel), 1993—1994
Frederick F. Y. Pang (AcCting).......cccceevvevieviiecieeieeieceeieeieeie e 7 July 1997—4 August 1997
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management Policy), 1994—1997
Rudy deLeon.......ccoveiiiiieiiieieeeeee e 5 August 1997-31 March 2000
* Deputy Secretary of Defense, 31 March 2000—1 March 2001; see bio in section
I
Charles L. Cragin (ACHNE) ......ccceeeeveeriereeeieresieseeeeeeieseeeeeeneens 31 March 2000-23 May 2000

» Served in the U.S. Navy, 1951-1964

» Associate, Verrill & Dana, 1970-1974

e Partner, Verrill & Dana, 1974-1990

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 1998-2001
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Bernard D. ROStKET .......c.cceevieiiiriieieieecceteeeeeeee e 23 May 2000—19 January 2001

* Director, Selective Service System, 1979—1981

 Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 1994-1998

* Under Secretary of the Army, 1998-2000
Charles L. Cragin (ACHNE)......ccceecververiereeieienieseeeeeeneeseeeeeeeens 20 January 2001-31 May 2001
David S. C. ChU...c.cooiiiiieiieiieeeeeee et 1 June 2001-20 January 2009

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1968-1970

* Director of Program Analysis and Evaluation, 1981-1988

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation), 1988—1993
* Director, RAND Washington Office, 1994—1998

Michael L. Dominguez (ACting)........cccoevevvievieevieeierrenieenieennns 20 January 2009—1 March 2009

» Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 2006—
2009

Thomas F. Hall (ACtING) ..cccvevuierieiieiieieeieeeeeteseee e 1 March 2009-1 April 2009
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 2002—-2009

Gail McGinn (Performing the Duties Of)...........cccccevvrercveinnnnne. 1 April 2009-8 February 2010
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Plans), 2002-2010

Clifford L. Stanley.........cccceveeriiviieiieieeieseeseereeee e 9 February 201026 October 2011

» Served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1969-2002
* President, Scholarship America, 2004—2009

Jo Ann Rooney (ACHING).....ccveruieriieiieiieierieieeie et eee e 27 October 2011-24 May 2012

* Chief counsel, The Lyons Companies, 1996-2002

* President, Spalding University, 2002—-2010

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 2011—
2012

Erin C. Conaton ........cceevevieeeieierieseeeeieieseee e 24 May 2012-31 December 2012

» Professional Staff Member, House Armed Services Committee, 2001-2010
* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 2010-2012

Jessica L. Wright (ACHING) ...cccvevverveeeieieienieeeeeeiese e 1 January 2013-26 June 2013
Jessica L. WIIGht ...cooviriiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e 27 June 2014-31 March 2015

» Served in the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, 1975-2010
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), 20122013

Brad R. Carson (ACHNE)......c.cceeeeveerierieeeeieienieeeeeesee e 1 April 20154 September 2015

» U.S. Representative (D-OK), 2001-2005
» Under Secretary of the Army, 2014-2015

Brad R. Carson (Performing the Duties Of).......................... 5 September 2015-5 January 2016
VACANE ...ttt ettt et ae s e seeseensenens 5 January 2016-9 April 2016
Peter Levine (ACtING) ....cvcvevvereeeeeeieienieeeeeeiese e 11 April 2016—13 October 2016
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* Associate, Crowell & Moring, 1983—-1987

* Counsel to Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), 1995-1996

» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 19962015
* Deputy Chief Management Officer, Department of Defense, 2015-2016

Peter Levine (Performing the Duties Of).........cccoovvevieiennen. 13 October 201620 January 2017
Anthony Kurta (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 20 January 2017-21 November 2017
* Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Military Personnel Policy), 2014-2019
Robert L. WILKI€ .....ccoeviiriirieieieieiereeeeeecseeeeeene 21 November 2017-30 March 2018

+ Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs), 2006-2009
+ Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs), 2006-2009

* Vice president, CH2M Hill Companies Ltd., 2010-2015

» Senior Advisor, Senator Thom Tillis, 2015-2017

Stephanie Barna (Performing the Duties Of)...........c.cccueu.e..... 30 March 2018-25 October 2018
» Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness and Force Management),
2014-2015

* Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve
Affairs), 2015-2016

James Stewart (Performing the Duties Of)......................... 25 October 2018-28 December 2019
» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 2018-2019

Matthew P. Donovan (Performing the Duties Of)................. 28 December 20192 March 2020

Alexis L. Ross (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccoecvevvevivennennn. 2 March 202026 March 2020

* Deputy Assistant Secretary (Strategy and Acquisition Reform), Department of
the Army, 2018-2019
* Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 2019-2020

Matthew P. DOnovan ..........ccccoecvevienienieecieeiecieceeceeeee e 26 March 2020-20 January 2021

» Professional Staff Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, 2015-2017
* Majority Policy Director, Senate Armed Services Committee, 2017

* Under Secretary of the Air Force, 2017-2019

+ Acting Secretary of the Air Force, 1 June 2019-2 November 2019

Virginia Penrod (ACtiNg) ........cceeveeveeenienieeieieieneeeeeesee e 20 January 2021-24 August 2021
+ Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 2018;
2019-2020
Gilbert R. CiSneros Jr........cccoeveieienieniieieeeereeeeeee e, 24 August 2021-8 September 2023
» U.S. Representative (D-CA), 2019-2021
Ashish S. Vazirani (AcCting).......cccceeeveevieeienieneeieeieennens 8 September 2023—-10 September 2023
* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 13 July 2022—
20 January 2025
Ashish S. Vazirani (Performing the Duties Of)................. 10 September 2023-20 January 2025
Darin S. Selnick (Performing the Duties Of) ............cccue........ 22 January 2025—15 March 2025

V. Under Secretaries and Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense

50



» Senior Advisor to the Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs, 2018-2019

Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccccceeveennnee. 15 March 2025-21 July 2025
» Performing the Duties of Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness, 2025
ANhONY J. Tata....cuiiiiiiieiecieceeeee et 21 July 2025—Present

* Director, Opportunity Hound, 2023-2025
* Performing the Duties of Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2020-2021

Under Secretary of War (Personnel and Readiness)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

ANthONY J. Tata......cceeieieiieieeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002, PL 107-107, 25 December 2001,
established the position.

Charles S. ADCIL ........cooeeieiieieieeeeeeeee e 14 November 2002—16 July 2003
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)
DoD Directive 5124.08, 16 July 2003, added the word “Principal” to the official title.

Charles S. ADCIL......ccveuieiieieeieceeeee e 16 July 2003—11 January 2006
Gail McGinn (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccoeveverireinieennee. 12 January 2006—11 July 2006
Michael L. DOMINGUEZ..........cccevverueeieieienieeieieeesie e 11 July 200620 January 2009
William J. Carr (ACtiNg)....cccveverreeeirieierieeieieiesee e 20 January 2009-8 February 2010
Lynn C. Simpson (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccccvvreerennnnne 8 February 20102 June 2011
JO ANN ROONEY ..ottt 2 June 2011-24 May 2012
VACANL ..ottt s e nns 24 May 201216 October 2012
Jessica Wright (ACHNE) .....cccvecverieriieieierierieeeeee e 16 October 2012-30 July 2014
Laura JUNOT .....ovieiieeieieieceeteee ettt ne s 31 July 2014—15 May 2015
VACANL ...ttt 16 May 20154 January 2016
Brad R. Carson (ACtiNg)........ccceeveeienienieeieeieeieseesieeieeenns 5 January 201627 February 2016
Brad R. Carson (Performing the Duties Of)..........cccccceeveeiennn. 28 February 20168 April 2016
VACANT ......iiitiiiieiececeee ettt ettt e ae e 9 April 2016—13 April 2016
Stephanie A. Barna (Performing the Duties Of) ...........ccccecveenenen. 13 April 201631 July 2017
VaCANT ..ttt 1 August 2017-11 December 2017

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)

Section 906 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December
2017, and codified at section 137(a) of United States Code Title 10, retitled the position to Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). DoD Directive 5124.08, 3 April 2020, updated the
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responsibilities, relationships, and authorities of the position and documented the name change to
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness).

VaCANT ...cuviiiiiiiiciecieeeee ettt e e seeen 12 December 2017-30 July 2018
Stephanie A. Barna (Performing the Duties Of) ..................... 31 July 2018-26 November 2018
Anthony Kurta (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccveeeennen. 26 November 2018-29 June 2019
William G. Bushman (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 29 June 2019-20 January 2021
Julie Blanks (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccoeevvecieeieniennnnne. 20 January 2021-13 July 2022
Ashish S. Vazirani .........cccceeieiecieiieneeceeeeeeeee e 13 July 2022-20 January 2025
Shawn Skelly (Performing the Duties Of)......................... 11 September 202320 January 2025
Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 22 January 2025-15 March 2025
Timothy D. Dill (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccoeveircvennnne. 15 March 2025—15 July 2025
Merlynn Carson (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccoccvenenee. 15 July 2025-25 September 2025
Sean O’KeEefe.....ccvivieiiiiieieeeeeee e 25 September 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Personnel and Readiness)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Merlynn Carson (Performing the Duties Of).................. 5 September 2025-25 September 2025
Sean O’Keefe......ccueviiiiiiieieceeeceeeee e 25 September 2025—Present
Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security)

The Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security) is the principal staff assistant and adviser
to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense for intelligence, counterintelligence, security,
sensitive activities, and related matters.

Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)

The Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, P.L. 107-314, 2 December
2002, established this position. DoD Directive 5143.01, 24 October 2014, detailed the position’s
responsibilities, functions, relationships, and authorities.

Stephen A. Cambone ..........cccccvevieriieciieieeieceeeeie e 10 March 2003-31 December 2006

» Director, Strategic Defense Policy, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
(Policy), 1990-1993

* Senior fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 1993—-1998

* Director of research, Institute for National Strategic Studies, National Defense
University, 1998-2000

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), 2001-2002

Robert Andrews (ACHNE) .......ecevereeriierieeieeieeieeee e eve e 1 January 2007-15 April 2007
» Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations), 2001—
2002, 2005

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Counterintelligence), 20062007
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L TS O F: o) o1 RS 15 April 2007-9 August 2010

* Served in the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Air Force, 1963-1995
* Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, 1991-1995

» Director, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, 2001-2006
* Director of National Intelligence, 2010-2017

Thomas A. Ferguson (ACting) .......ccceevevvevieerieerieeienieneeieennens 9 August 2010-28 January 2011
* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), 2007-2013

Michael G. Vickers (ACtING) ....ccevveeeerierieeeeieieeeeeeeee e 28 January 2011-17 March 2011

Michael G. VICKETS.......ccocvrcieiiieeieeieeeeee e 17 March 2011-30 April 2015

» Served in the U.S. Army, 1973-1986

 Senior vice president, Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 1996—
2007

» Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and
Interdependent Capabilities), 2007-2011

Marcel Lettre (ACtiNg)......c.cecveeeeriierieeiieieeieseesieeie e 1 May 2015—-16 December 2015
VaCANT ......iiiiieieiieee e 17 December 2015-5 February 2016
MaArCel LEtre ......ceeveieieeeeeeieeeieeeeeeee e 5 February 201620 January 2017

» Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 2011-2013

* Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), 2013-2015

» Acting Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), 1 May 2015-16 December
2015

Todd Lowery (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccevvvveveienienens 20 January 2017-1 June 2017

* Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence) 2011-2014
* Performed the Duties of Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense
(Intelligence), 2015-2017

Kari A. Bingen (ACtING) ....c.cccvevvereeniierieeieeieeeeseese e 2 June 2017-21 November 2017

* Policy Director, House Armed Services Committee, 2013-2017
 Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), 2 June 2017-20
December 2019

Joseph D. Kernan..........ccocceevveviieciieiieieciececieeee e 21 November 2017-20 December 2019

* Served in the U.S. Navy, 1981-2013
* Deputy Commander, U.S. Southern Command, 2011-2013
* Vice president, SAP National Security Services Inc., 2013-2017

Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security)

Section 1621(a)(1) of PL 116-92, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, 20
December 2019, redesignated the position as the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and
Security). DoD Directive 5143.01, incorporating Change 2, 6 April 2020, updated the position’s
description and acknowledged the name change to Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and
Security). On 23 April 2023 the Deputy Secretary of Defense issued a memorandum designating the
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence and Security as the principal staff assistant for law
enforcement, although with duties that do not encroach on the statutory duties and responsibilities of
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the Inspector General of the Department of Defense.

Joseph D. Kernan..........ccocceevieviieciieiiciecieseeieeeeeeenen 20 December 2019—10 November 2020
Ezra Cohen (ACting).....c.cccevieviieniieiieieeieseeieeve e 10 November 2020-20 January 2021

* Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity
Conflict), 2020

David M. Taylor (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccoeverireienen. 20 January 2021-3 June 2021
 Director for Defense Intelligence (Intelligence and Security Programs and
Resources)
Ronald MOUIII. ......cceeviieiieiecieceeeeeeee e 3 June 2021-1 March 2024

* President and founder, Oceanus Security Strategies, LLC, 2015-2021
» Signals Intelligence Director, National Security Agency/Central Security
Service, 2014-2015

Milancy Harris (ACHING) ...covvveruieriieiieieciereesieeie et 1 March 202420 January 2025

* Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security), 3 January
2023-20 January 2025

Dustin Gard-Weiss (Performing the Duties Of)............c............. 22 January 2025-25 July 2025

* Performing the Duties of Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and
Security), 2024—Present

Bradley Hansell ...........ccooieieiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee s 25 July 2025—Present

* Principal, Boston Consulting Group, 2019-2022
* Venture Partner, Outlander VC, 2022-2023
* Operating Partner, Windage Partners, 2023-2024

Under Secretary of War (Intelligence and Security)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Under Secretary
of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within the executive branch.

Bradley Hansell ...........cccooieieieniiieieeeeeeeee e 5 September 2025—Present
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security)

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, PL 111-84, 28 October 2009, established
this position as one of five Principal Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense.

Thomas A. FErguSON........ccceviirieieieieseeeeieieste e April 2007—September 2013
Marcel Lettre .......oouvevuieriieieeieeieeeeeeee et 1 November 2013-5 February 2016
Todd Lowery (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccccevveviieiiieienn. 5 February 20162 June 2017
Kari A. BINGEN .....ccuoooiiiiieieeiicteeeeeteete et 2 June 2017-12 December 2017

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)

Section 906 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December
2017, and codified at section 137(a) of United States Code Title 10, retitled the position to Deputy Under
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Secretary of Defense.

Kari A. BIiNGeN.....cc.oocvieiieiiieiecieeeceeeeee e 12 December 2017-20 December 2019

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and Security)

Section 1621(b)(1) of PL 116-92, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, 20
December 2019, redesignated the position as the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence and

Security).

Kari A. BiNGeN .......ccoeoveiieieieeeeeeeeee e 20 December 2019-10 January 2020
Ralph Cacci (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccocevveveeennnnee. 10 January 2020-20 January 2021
David M. Taylor (Performing the Duties Of).............ccccueenue.ee. 20 January 2021-3 January 2023
Milancy HarriS .....cceevvieriieiiieieeieciecieceee e 3 January 2023-20 January 2025
Dustin Gard-Weiss (Performing the Duties Of)............c............. 20 January 2025-25 July 2025
VaCANT ...ttt seeen 25 July 2025-23 September 2025
Justin Overbaugh .........ccoeviviiiiieiiieiiceeecceee e 23 September 2025—Present

Deputy Under Secretary of War (Intelligence and Security)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Deputy Under
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

VaCANT ...ttt 5 September 202523 September 2025
Justin Overbaugh .........cccoeveievieiieieceeeee e 23 September 2025—Present
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VI. Specified Officials

Congress has created several positions over time that today fall in rank between the Under Secretaries
of Defense and Assistant Secretaries of Defense. These positions are all presidentially appointed,
Senate-confirmed (PAS) and report directly to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense.

Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation

The Weapons Systems Acquisition Reform Act (WSARA) of 2009 established the Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE). The origins of the office date to 1961 with the
establishment of the Office of Systems Analysis, which became the Office of Program Analysis and
Evaluation in 1973. The Director is the principal staff assistant and adviser to the Secretary of Defense
and other senior Defense officials for independent cost assessment and program evaluation, including
review of cost estimates and analysis of alternatives to support military acquisition decisions.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Systems Analysis)
DoD Directive 5141.1, 17 September 1965, established the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense

(Systems Analysis).

Alain C. ENthoven .........ccoccvevievienenieieieeeeeeese e 10 September 1965-20 January 1969
Ivan Selin (ACtING) .....ocveeeierieriieiieieeeeeeee e 31 January 1969-30 January 1970
Gardiner L. TUCKET ......c.cecvieiiiiieieceeeeeeeee e 30 January 1970-30 March 1973

Director of Defense Program Analysis and Evaluation

By administrative action, on 11 April 1973, Secretary of Defense Elliot Richardson announced the
position title changed to Director of Defense Program and Evaluation.

Leonard Sullivan............coceeverieiecienieneeeeee e 21 May 1973-11 February 1974
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation)

Position title changed to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation) on 11
February 1974. The responsibilities and mission were described in DoD Directive 5141.1, 29 March

1974.
Leonard Sullivan...........ccocceeienienieciicieeieceeeeeeee e 11 February 1974-23 February 1976
Edward C. Aldridge Jr. (ACtING) ...cccvevrieiieiieiieiecieceeieeieeins 23 February 1976-18 May 1976

Director for Planning and Evaluation

On 18 May 1976 Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld eliminated the position of Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation) and in its place established a Director for Planning and
Evaluation.

Edward C. Aldridge Jr......cccvevvereeieieeeeeeeee e 18 May 197611 March 1977
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation)

On 28 April 1977, the position of Director for Planning and Evaluation became Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation). DoD Directive 5141.1, 29 November 1978, detailed the
position’s responsibilities and mission.

Russell Murray IL.........cccoecveriinieniieiieiecieceeseeeee e 28 April 1977-20 January 1981
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Director, Program Analysis and Evaluation

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger downgraded the position of
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation) to Director of Program Analysis
and Evaluation in May 1981.

David S. C. ChU......ooouiiiieiiciececeeeeeete e 19 May 1981-13 July 1988

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989, PL 100-180, 4 December
1987, increased the number of Assistant Secretaries of Defense to 12 until 20 January 1989. Position
redesignated Assistant Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation) on 13 July 1989.

David S. C. Chu..c..cooieiriiieinicinccceeeeeeeee e 13 July 198820 January 1993
Director of Program Analysis and Evaluation

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Les Aspin downgraded the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Program Analysis and Evaluation) to Director, Program Analysis and
Evaluation in 1993.

William J. Lynn I .....ooooiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 25 June 1993-19 November 1997
Robert R. Soule (ACtING).....ccoerveieirieieieieieieesieeeeeeeee e 20 November 1997—1 July 1998
Robert R. SOULE.......cooiiiieiieiieeeeeeeeee e 1 July 1998-27 April 2001
Barry D. WattS ......oceeieiiciieeeeeseeeeese e 1 May 20011 July 2002
Stephen A. Cambone...........cccvevverieeieieieeceeeeee e 1 July 2002—7 March 2003
VACANE ......ocuiieeeieicietee ettt s et e s seesesennas 8 March 2003-23 July 2003
Kenneth J. KIieg .....cvooirieeieieieeceeeees et 23 July 2003—6 June 2005
Bradley M. BerkSON ........cccccuecievieriirieieieseeeceee e 6 June 2005-3 April 2009

Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation

The Weapons Systems Acquisition Reform Act (WSARA), P.L. 111-23, 22 May 2009, established the
Director, Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE) and transferred the staff of the former
Program Analysis and Evaluation office to CAPE. The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics) issued Directive-Type Memorandum 09-027 on 4 December 2009 to
further implement those select requirements of WSARA applicable to the Director, Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation.

Christing H. FOX.....ccoooieiiiiiieeieieeceeeeeeeeeee e 30 September 200928 June 2013
Scott COmMES (ACHNE) ...cveveveerieeiiereieieerieeiee e eesesenes 1 July 2013-25 June 2014
JAMIE MOTIN ...t 25 June 2014-20 January 2017
Robert Daigle.........ccovueeieieieieeeeeeeseeee e 20 January 2017-18 May 2019
E. Y. (Yisroel) Brumer (ACtING) ......ccoecveieriereieieiereeeeeeeee e 18 May 2019—-16 August 2019
John E. Whitley (ACting)........ccceevieviieiieiieieniesieeieeieeee e 16 August 2019-13 March 2020
John E. Whitley (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccceevveeveenrennenne. 13 March 2020—4 May 2020
Joseph Nogueira (ACHNE)......cccvieieeierieriieiieeieeeeeeese et eve e 4 May 2020-3 August 2021
Susanna BIUME ..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiieiiccceeeeeceee e 3 August 2021-20 January 2025
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Michael Payne (ACting) ......ccoceveeeeeeienieniieieierieeeeeeeee e 22 January 2025-14 January 2026
MiChael PAYNE .......coeieieiieiieieieceeeee e 14 January 2026—Present

General Counsel of the Department of Defense

Position originated as the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legal and Legislative Affairs), one of three
Special Assistants to the Secretary of Defense authorized by the National Security Act of 1947, PL
80-253, 26 July 1947. Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, established the position by title.
DoD Directive 5145.01, 24 August 1953, established positional responsibilities and mission. The
General Counsel serves as the chief legal officer of the Department of Defense, advising both the
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense on all legal matters and services. The General Counsel
also develops the Department’s legislative program, establishes policy on specific legal problems,
maintains the repository for all international agreements of the Department, and serves as Director of
the Defense Legal Services Agency.

General Counsel

H. Struve Hensel.......c.oocoviiiiiiieieeceeeeeee e 17 August 1953—4 March 1954
VACANE ..ottt ettt be e e bbb e ssanees 4 March 1954-23 April 1954
WiIber M. BruCKeT.......c.cooiiiieiieiecieceeeee et 23 April 1954-20 July 1955
VACANT ......viieeieiiieietetee ettt ettt b e sae e sennens 20 July 1955—6 October 1955
Mansfield D. SPrague ........cccceeeveevieeienieneeieeieeeeeeeseeie e 6 October 1955-27 February 1957
Robert DeChert.........ccveiiiiieiiieieiececeeeeeee e 28 February 1957—15 July 1959
VACANL ......oiieieeiieiieietete ettt ettt neeas 15 July 1959-14 September 1959
J. Vincent Burke Jr........coovviiieiiniiceeeeeee e, 14 September 195920 January 1961
Cyrus R. VanCe......oovieiieiiiieceeeeeeee e 29 January 1961-30 June 1962
John T. McENaUGhton ......cc.ocveieieieeeeee e 5 July 1962-25 June 1964
Leonard Niederlehner (ACtiNg) ........ccceveveerieereereerieerieieesieeeeas 1 July 1964—19 September 1966
VACANT ..ottt naens 19 September 19663 October 1966
Paul C. Warnke.........cccooieieieieneeieeeeeeeeee e 3 October 196631 July 1967
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) ........ccceeveveeieieneneeeeiesiesieneens 1 August 1967—-17 August 1970
J.Fred Buzhardt Jr.......cooooveiiieeee e 18 August 1970—4 January 1974
VACANT ...ttt 5 January 1974-22 May 1974
Leonard Niederlehner (ACting) .......c.ccceevveeviievieeieniinienieeieeieennene 22 May 1973—13 March 1974
Martin R. Hoffmann .........cccccooveeviiiiiiciiccceeee, 14 March 1974-5 August 1975
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) .......ccccceeveveeneenieecieeieeieeeeeene 6 August 1975—1 January 1976
Richard A. WilY .....ccooviiiiiiiiiieececeeeeeee e 2 January 1976—15 January 1977
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting).........ccceeeevevveirevieeeenieieeereienen 16 January 1977-27 April 1977
Deanne C. SICMET .......ccceeevieriieiieieeieeeeee et eveereeee e esaeesreesneas 28 April 1977-15 October 1979
Leonard Niederlehner (ACting).........ccccevevveeeenierieenesieeeeenene 15 October 1979—1 February 1980
TOZOD. WESELIT .ttt 1 February 198020 January 1981
Leonard Niederlehner (ACting)..........cccecevvevieieinienieienenieeeesieienens 20 January 1981-1 April 1981
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William H. Taft IV ..o 2 April 1981-2 February 1984

Leonard Niederlehner (ACting).........ccoeeveverererieeniseireereeeeeeeees 2 February 1984-3 May 1984
Chapman B. CoX......ccecuieiieiinieriieieeieeieeeese e 3 May 1984—16 December 1985
VaACANL ......ectiieieiieteceeeee ettt 16 December 1985—5 February 1986
H. Lawrence Garrett IL.........cccooovevvieiiieniiiieceeeeeecee e 5 February 19866 August 1987
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting).........cceeveveeerieveeenienieeerenienns 6 August 1987—12 November 1987
Kathleen A. Buck.........cccooiiiiiiniieeeeee 12 November 1987-30 December 1988
VaCANL ..o 1 January 1989-30 October 1989
Terrence O’Donnell..........cocoviviiiiiieiiieeeeee e 30 October 1989—-6 March 1992
Chester Paul Beach Jr. (Acting).......cccveoeeevieieenieieiceieeeeieeenns 7 March 1992—-12 August 1992
David S. Addington .........cceevevienieiiieieeieeeeeeere e 12 August 1992-20 January 1993
John H. McNEeill (ACHNG).....ccerveeeriieieieieieieeieeeeereee e 20 January 1993-5 May 1993
Jamie S. GOTeliCK........cocviiiioiiiieieeieeeee e 5 May 1993—17 March 1994
Stephen W. Preston (ACtING).......cecevveeeeeerierieneeieierienenns 28 March 199429 September 1994
Judith A. Miller.......oooviiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 29 September 1994—7 November 1999
Douglas A. DWorkin (AcCting)........cceeeeevereeerenenieirrerieesenieeenens 7 November 1999—-14 June 2000
Douglas A. DWOrKin..........cooceeieiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 14 June 2000-19 January 2001
Daniel J. Dell’Orto (ACHNG)....c..ccvevereeieirieieieeeceieieeeeeeeeeees 20 January 2001-24 May 2001
William J. Haynes IL.........ccooovoriiioiieieeeeeeeeee e 24 May 2001-10 March 2008
Daniel J. Dell’Orton (ACtiNg) ......coceeveeeerienieerenieeeenieeeeeieeenes 10 March 2008-9 February 2009
Jeh C. JOhNSON .....oeeviiiiiiiicieee e 9 February 2009-31 December 2012
Robert S. Taylor (ACtING).......cooeevverieieieeienieeeieee e 1 January 201327 October 2013
Stephen W. Preston........ccvecieieiierienieieieeeeeceeee e 28 October 2013—1 June 2015
Robert S. Taylor (ACHNG)......cccueeierieniieieeieee e 1 July 2015—12 June 2016
Jennifer M. O CONNOT ........ccveeuieiiieiieieeieeeeeeesie e 12 June 201620 January 2017
Paul S. Koffsky (Performing the Duties Of)..........cccccevvveieennnnen. 20 January 2017—August 2017
William S. Castle (ACHNE) ....covveeiieiieeieciieiieie ettt August 2017-13 July 2018
Paul C. NEY JT oot 13 July 2018-20 January 2021
Beth George (ACtNG) ....vecueeeeieciieiieieeieeeeeeeee et 20 January 2021-31 July 2021
Caroling Krass ........ccccueveeviieiieeiiieieeieceesieeie et 31 July 2021-20 January 2025
Charles L. Young III (ACting).......ccceeeveeierienieniieieeieeee e 22 January 2025-31 July 2025
Earl G. MattheWsS........coouiiiiiiieiicicceteeee et 31 July 2025—Present

Inspector General of the Department of Defense

The Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1983, PL 97-252, 8 September 1982, and DoD Directive
5106.1, 14 March 1983, established the Office of the Department of Defense Inspector General. The
Inspector General’s office replaced the office of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Review and
Oversight, established in April 1981 to check fraud, waste, and abuse in procurement. That position and
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the Defense Audit Service, created in 1976, were dissolved when the Office of the Inspector General
began operations in May 1983.

The Inspector General is an independent official who coordinates policies and makes recommendations
to further economy and efficiency in administration. The Inspector General keeps the Secretary of
Defense and Congress informed about problems relating to the administration of programs and the
possibility of corrective action following investigation.

Inspector General

Joseph H. ShericK .......cccuiviiiiiiiiiieiececeeee e 2 May 1983-3 June 1986
Derek Vander Schaaf (ACting) ........ccceevevveveeienieneneeieieseeene, 3 June 1986—13 November 1987
June Gibbs BIrOWN .......cccoviviivieiiiriniieeeeeee 13 November 1987-20 October 1989
Derek Vander Schaaf (ACting) ........ccceceeeveveerieeeeieienienene, 20 October 198928 November 1989
Susan J. Crawford..........cccocerieiininniiniiecencs 28 November 1989-19 November 1991
Derek Vander Schaaf (Acting) ........ccecvevveveneeeeieniennenne. 19 November 1991-28 February 1995
Eleanor J. Hill ........ccoooiioiioieieeeeeeeeeee e 1 March 1995-30 April 1999
Donald Mancuso (ACHING) ......ccecveeeeeerierieneeieiesieseeeeeeseeseeeeeeens 1 May 1999-3 January 2000
Robert Lieberman (ACtING) .......c.ccovvererirenieirenieieeneieeeeee e 3 January 20002 April 2002
Joseph E. SChmitz..........c.ccooevieiiiiiieiieieeeeeeeeeee e 2 April 2002-9 September 2005
Thomas Gimble (ACHING) ....cccevveeerririeieirieieieeeeeeee e, 9 September 2005-29 April 2007
Claude M. Kicklighter............cccooieiiiniieiieieciecieeeee e 30 April 2007-2 July 2008
Gordon S. Heddell (ACtING) ..cc.eevveeieeiieieeieceeseeeee e 2 July 2008—10 July 2009
Gordon S. Heddell.........cccoeeeeiieiieiicieceeeeeeeeeeee e 10 July 2009-24 December 2011
Lynne M. Halbrooks (Acting) ........ccccccuevverieneenreenennen. 25 December 2011-26 September 2013
JON T RYMET ..ot 26 September 2013—8 January 2016
Glenn A. FIne (ACHNE) ...cceoverreeiieieeieeeeeieeie et 10 January 2016—1 October 2019
Glenn A. Fine (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccevvveieeeenneennenne. 1 October 2019—7 April 2020
Sean W. O'Donnell (ACtING).....ccoeoveeeeeierienrieieeieeieseeseenreenes 8 April 2020—6 December 2022
RObETt StOrCh ...ceviiiiieiieieeeee e 6 December 2022-25 January 2025
Steven Stebbins (ACtINg)......ccceevveveveeienieniieieeieeieeeeene 27 January 2025-22 December 2025
Platte MOTING .....veeeieiieeiieciieieee ettt ettt e 22 December 2025—Present

Inspector General of the Department of War

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Department of
War” in official correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory
documents within the executive branch. It also permitted offices within the Department to utilize the
secondary titles in their own names. An 11 March 2026 memorandum from the Director of
Administration and Management directed that the Inspector General be referred to as the Inspector
General of the Department of War.

Platte MOTING .....ocveeeieieieeieeeetetese ettt nas 11 March 2026—Present
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VII. Assistant Secretaries of Defense

The number, titles, and duties of the Assistant Secretaries, with or without specific statutory designation,
have changed over time in accordance with both congressional legislation and Department of Defense
directives. The current Assistant Secretary positions are listed alphabetically by title, with their direct
lineal predecessor positions (if any) listed chronologically. Former Assistant Secretary positions in a
direct lineage leading to an Under Secretary position are listed with those Under Secretaries (see section
VI).

Acquisition

Section 906(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, PL 111-84, 28 October
2009, established this position to serve as the principal adviser to the Secretary of Defense and Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics) on matters relating to acquisition.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition)

Katrina G. McFarland (ACting)........cceccevuerieeieienieneseeeeeesee e 1 October 2011-24 May 2012
Katrina G. McFarland..........c.cccoooveoieiieninieieieeceeeeseeeeene 24 May 2012-20 January 2017
Dyke Weatherington (Performing the Duties Of).............. 20 January 2017—-14 December 2017
James A. MacStravic (AcCting) .......ccceeeeeeveriereeeveverieneennes 14 December 201718 February 2018
Kevin M. Fahey .....ccccoviiviiieieeceeeee e 18 February 2018-20 January 2021
Dyke Weatherington (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 20 January 2021-25 June 2021
Christopher C. O'Donnell (Performing the Duties Of) ............. 28 June 2021-28 February 2022
Tanya Skeen (ACtING) ......ccccevevuierieerieeienienieeie e 28 February 2022-20 December 2022
Tanya Skeen (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccveuennenne. 20 December 2022—15 August 2023
Gary A. Ashworth (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccccuvneeneee. 15 August 2023-5 March 2024
Cara L. ADercrombiC.........cccceveeruievieeiiieieeieceesieeie e 5 March 2024-20 January 2025
Gary A. Ashworth (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccuenennee. 29 May 2024-20 January 2025
James A. Ruocco (Performing the Duties Of).........ccccoevveeveiieieennnnen. 22 January 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Acquisition)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

James A. Ruocco (Performing the Duties Of)........cccceeervrvrrennnnee. 5 September 2025—Present
Cyber Policy

Section 901 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023, PL
117-263, 23 December 2022, increased the number of assistant secretaries of defense to 19 and
mandated the creation of Assistant Secretary of Defense for Cyber Policy. The position and the office
were established on 20 March 2024. The Assistant Secretary is under the authority, direction, and
control of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy as the principal advisor to the Secretary of
Defense on all matters related to cyber activities that support or enable Department of Defense
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missions in, through, and from cyberspace.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Cyber Policy)

Ashley Manning (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccceeveeiennees 29 March 2024—1 August 2024
Michael SUIMEYET........cccoeeieieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 1 August 2024-20 January 2025
Ashley Manning (ACtING) ......cceeceeverueriereeieienieseeeeeeneessenneas 22 January 2025-17 March 2025
Laurie Buckhout (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 17 March 2025-5 September 2025
Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of)...........c..c.......... 5 September 2025-24 September
Katherine SUttOn ........c.covveieieierieceeeee et 24 September 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Cyber Policy)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of)................ 5 September 2025-24 September 2025
Katherine SUtton .........cccueeieiieiieiieeieeeeceee e 24 September 2025—Present
Critical Technologies

Section 901(b) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
increased the authorized number of Assistant Secretaries to 19. The Deputy Secretary of Defense
established the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Critical Technologies in a memorandum of 12 July
2023. The Assistant Secretary is under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of
Defense (Research and Engineering) as the principal adviser for science and technologies critical to
national security. In addition, the Assistant Secretary is responsible for advising the Under Secretary
of Defense (Research and Engineering) on science and technology matters to ensure technological
dominance against adversaries; assessing the development and utilization of critical technologies;
supporting Department of Defense technology acquisition decision-making; and assessing and
recommending updates to critical technology areas that warrant focused attention by the Department.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Critical Technologies)

Maynard Holliday (Performing the Duties Of) ....................... 24 July 2023-20 December 2024
Peter Highnam (Performing the Duties Of)................... 20 December 2024—24 September 2025
Michael Dodd .........cooeeuieiiieieeeeeeeee e 24-September 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Critical Technologies)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Peter Highnam (Performing the Duties Of).................... 5 September 2025-24 September 2025
Michael Dodd .........cooveeuieieieeeceeee e 24-September 2025—Present

Energy, Installations, and Environment
Section 902 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009, PL 110-
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417, 14 October 2008, established the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Operational Energy
Plans and Programs). The Assistant Secretary’s duties included leading, overseeing, and providing
accountability for operational energy plans and programs within the Department of Defense and the
military services, as well as establishing, coordinating, and implementing the Department’s
operational energy strategy and advising the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense on operational
energy plans, programs, and policy. Section 903 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010, PL 111-84, 28 October 2009, further elaborated on the activities of this office.

On 19 December 2014, the Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2015 merged this position with the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Installations
and Environment). In addition to its previously established functions, the position gained
responsibility for creating policies to improve facility energy efficiency, increasing renewable energy
use on U.S. installations, promoting energy security, and managing environmental compliance,
conservation, and clean-up programs.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Operational Energy Plans and Programs)

Sharon E. Burke.........cccooioiiiiiiiiciceeceeee e 25 June 2010-9 May 2014
Thomas E. Morehouse Jr. (Acting)........cccceveveereerevinieenieesenieenas 9 May 201420 December 2014
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Energy, Installations, and Environment)
John C. Conger (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 20 December 2014-20 January 2017
Lucian L. NiEmMeEYeT........cccevcveiieieieeieieiesieeeeeeeesie e 20 January 2017-20 January 2021
VaACANL ...t 21 January 2021-10 February 2022
Paul D. Cramer (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 10 February 2022-26 January 2023
Brendan OWens...........ccceeieiienieniiciecieceeceeeee e 26 January 202320 January 2025
Robert E. Thompson (ActiNg)........cceecveeieeienienieenieeieeieeeeneenns 22 January 2025-10 June 2025
Dale MATKS......oouiieieieieee e 10 June 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Energy, Installations, and Environment)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Dale MATKS.......ccviiiiiieiicieeteeeeeeeee et 5 September 2025—Present
Health Affairs

Chairman, Armed Forces Medical Advisory Committee

In November 1948, Secretary of Defense James Forrestal established the Armed Forces Medical
Advisory Committee, to be headed by a Chairman.

Dr. Charles P. COOPET ......ccoeveieriiiieieieieceeeeeeeeeeeenes 13 December 1948-2 January 1951
Chairman, Armed Forces Medical Policy Council

On 2 January 1951, Secretary of Defense George Marshall issued a directive creating the Armed Forces
Medical Policy Council, to be headed by a Chairman. This directive abolished the Armed Forces
Medical Advisory Committee.

Dr. Richard L. M@IlINg .......ccceevieviieiiieiieiiciecieceeeeeee e 5 January 1951-30 June 1951
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Dr. William R. Lovelace.........c.ccceeeririeienieeieicieieseeeeee e 1 July 1951-1 April 1952
Dr. Melvin A. Casberg........ccuecvevuerierieieieseeeeeeie e 1 April 1952—1 April 1953

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Health and Medical)

DoD Directive 5136.4, 1 April 1953, created this position and also abolished the Armed Forces Medical
Policy Council.

Dr. Melvin A. Casberg........cccuevuieviieiieieeiesieieeieeee e 1 April 1953-2 August 1953
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Medical)

DoD Directive 5105.1, 30 June 1953, created the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Medical).
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, through the Secretary’s authority under the Department of
Defense Reorganization Act of 1958, PL 85-599, 6 August 1958, abolished the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Health and Medical) on 31 January 1961, and transferred functions to the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower).

Dr. Melvin A. Casberg........cccoeeeeeienienerieieieseeeeiese e 3 August 1953-27 January 1954
Dr. Frank B. Berry ......cccooviiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 28 January 195431 January 1961

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Environment)

Position established on 23 June 1970 by DoD Directive 5136.1 after PL 91-121, 19 November 1969,
designated an Assistant Secretary position for health affairs. On 22 January 1976 the position title
changed to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs).

Dr. Louis M. ROUSSEIOL.......ccccovieiieiieiieieeeeeeieee e 22 July 19701 July 1971
Dr. Richard S. WilbUT.......c.cccoevieiiieiieiiceeceeeeeeeee e 27 July 1971-1 September 1973
Dr. James R. COWaN .......cocceeviiiniiiiieiieeiecieeeeeee e 19 February 1974-22 January 1976

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs)

The Assistant Secretary is responsible for overall supervision of the health and medical affairs of DoD.
Serves as the principal staff assistant and adviser to the Secretary of Defense for all DoD health policies,
programs, and activities, exercising oversight of all DoD health resources. Reports to the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness.

Dr. James R. COWaN .......cccveviiriiiiieiieiecieeeeeeeee e 22 January 1976—1 March 1976
Vernon McKenzie (ACtING).......cevvereeeerienienieeieieieseeeeeeae e 2 March 1976-8 March 1976
VACANT ..ottt ettt na e nas 8 March 1976-30 August 1976
Dr. Robert N. Smith........cccoooieiieiinieieeeceeeeeeee e 30 August 1976-7 January 1978
Vernon McKenzie (ACtiNg) ......c.ccoveeveeienieneenieeieeieeeeseesieenes 8 January 1978—14 August 1979
VaACANL ...ttt 14 August 1979—14 September 1979
Dr. John Moxley I ........cccooieiiiiiiiicieieeeeeeeee e 14 September 19799 August 1981
Dr. John Beary (Acting) .......cccoeeviieiieieeieeierieeieeie e 10 August 1981-24 September 1983
Vernon McKenzie (ACting) ......c.ccceeeeveevieecieeeeneenneenn 25 September 1983—17 November 1983
Dr. William Mayer.........cccccveevieiiieienieneeieeie e 18 November 1983—-21 April 1989
David Newhall III (ACtING) ...vovevireieeieiiieieeieeeesiei e 22 April 1989—-16 March 1990
Dr. Enrique Mendez ..........cccoeevieviieiieienienieiecieeeeeeeseeeene 16 March 1990-20 January 1993
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Dr. Edward D. Martin (ACtNg)........ccecevvereeeerrerieneeeeeeneeenenns 20 January 1993-23 March 1994

Dr. Stephen C. JOSEPh ...ocueeveiiieieeeceeeeeeeee e 23 March 1994-31 March 1997
Dr. Edward D. Martin (ACtiNg)......ccceeeveevvieieeieniereenieeieeieeenns 1 April 1997-28 February 1998
Gary Christopherson (ACtING).......c.cceevvereeirenierieenierieeeesieeeeereseenes 1 March 1998-25 May 1998
Dr. Sue Bailey......cccooovieiieiieiiceecteeeeee e 26 May 1998-14 August 2000
Dr. J. Jarrett Clinton (ACtING)......c.ccvvevieveeirieieieenieieeereieeeeens 14 August 2000-29 October 2001
Dr. William Winkenwerder Jr ..........cccceveeviiecieeciinieneenieeieenens 29 October 200112 April 2007
Dr. S. Ward Casscells .......cooieiieiieieiieieieceeeetee e 16 April 2007-29 April 2009
Ellen Embrey (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccooveeveiriecieennnens 29 April 2009-31 January 2010
Allen W. Middleton (Performing the Duties Of).................... 1 February 2010-28 February 2010
Dr. Charles Rice (Performing the Duties Of) ..............c.......... 1 March 2010-6 September 2010
Dr. George P. Taylor Jr. (Performing the Duties Of)........ 7 September 2010-22 December 2010
Dr. Jonathan WoodSon ...........ccceecieeienieniieniieieciecieceee e 22 December 2010—1 May 2016
Dr. Karen S. Guice (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccoveerierennee 2 May 201620 January 2017
Dr. David J. Smith (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 20 January 2017-23 August 2017
Thomas P. McCaffery (ACting) .......ccceevevuerienienienieieeieeieeeens 23 August 2017-5 August 2019
Thomas P. McCaffery........ooooviirienieieieeeeceeeeeee 5 August 2019-20 January 2021
Dr. Terry Adirim (ACtiNg) .....covvevveevieeieeieeieeieeeeseeeseeene 21 January 2021-19 December 2021
Dr. David J. Smith (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 19 December 2021-18 April 2022
Seileen Mullen (ACtIN) ....ccvevveeierieriieieeieeieee e 18 April 2022-23 February 2023
Dr. Lester Martinez-Lopez........cocceeeveevereeneenieeieeieeeeeeene 23 February 2023-31 October 2024
Seileen Mullen (ACtINg) ...cc.vevveevveeriiriieeieeieieeeeeee e 31 October 2024-20 January 2025
Dr. Stephen L. Ferrara (Acting) .......ccoceevveeciercieneenieieeieeneene 22 January 2025—12 January 2026
KEith BaSS ....cuveiiiieiieeeeeeeee e 12 January 2026—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Health Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Dr. Stephen L. Ferrara (Acting) ......ccccoveevevvenieenieecieeieennene 5 September 2025—12 January 2026
Keith BaSS ...oicuiiiiiiieiicececeeeee et 12 January 2026—Present

Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense)

The Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, PL 107-314, 2 December
2002, established the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense) to oversee
Department of Defense homeland defense activities. The Assistant Secretary reported to the Under
Secretary of Defense (Policy).

VII. Assistant Secretaries of Defense



Paul F. MCHalE .......c.coieieieeeceeeeee e 7 February 2003—1 March 2007

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security
Affairs)

The September 2006 reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)
redesignated the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense) as the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs), responsible for the oversight of
North and South American security issues. DoD Directive 5111.13, 16 January 2009, defined the
responsibilities of the position, which included homeland defense activities, Defense Support of
Civil Authorities (DSCA), and Western Hemisphere security matters.

A 9 January 2015 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum transferred the responsibilities for
the Americas’ Security Affairs functions to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (International
Security Affairs). DoD Directive 5111.13, 23 March 2018, canceled the 2009 directive and
transferred the homeland defense responsibilities, functions, and authorities to the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Global Security).

Paul F. MCHalE ........ccoieiiieiiieececeeeeeeee e 1 March 2007-20 January 2009
Peter Verga (ACHING).....cccvvieieeieiieieeiecieeeeeeeee et 22 January 2009—1 June 2009
Paul N. StoCKtON ......ccveeiieiieiieieeeeeeee e 1 June 200922 January 2013
Todd M. Rosenblum (Performing the Duties Of)................ 22 January 2013-23 September 2014
Eric B. Rosenbach ..........ccocvveiiiinieiieieeeeen 23 September 2014-9 January 2015

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Security Affairs)

The September 2006 reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)
established the new position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Security Affairs), responsible
for the oversight of the defense capabilities of U.S. partners and allies; coalition affairs; technology
security policy; security cooperation; counternarcotics, counterproliferation, and detainee affairs; and
prisoner of war/missing in action issues. DoD Directive 2060.02, 19 April 2007, established the
Assistant Secretary’s responsibilities for responding to weapons of mass destruction incidents.

Joseph A. BenkKert........ccoovevieniieiieiecieceeeeeee e 23 July 2008-20 January 2009
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic Affairs)

By administrative action in 2009, the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Security
Affairs) became Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic Affairs). To comply with Section
932 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014, PL 113-66, 26 December
2013, the Secretary of Defense designated the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic
Affairs) as the Defense Department Principal Cyber Adviser in July 2014.

A 9 January 2015 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum eliminated the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic Affairs) and transferred cyber responsibilities to the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Global Security).

Michael Nacht.........ccceeuieiiieieieieeee e 18 May 2009-20 May 2010
Kenneth Handelman (Acting) ........ccceevevveriereeeeeienieneeeeeeeeseeeee 21 May 2010-1 August 2011
Madelyn R. Creedon.........ooveierierieieieeceeeee e 2 August 2011-23 July 2014
VACANE ....coeeiieeeieieiieeeteeee ettt s e enns 24 July 2014-23 September 2014
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Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Global Security)

In compliance with section 906 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010,
PL 111-84, 28 October 2009, which limited the number of Assistant Secretaries of Defense,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert Work issued a memorandum on 9 January 2015 that
eliminated the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic Affairs) and transferred
responsibility for oversight of cyberspace, space, and policies to counter weapons of mass
destruction to the new Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Global Security).
DoD Directive 5111.13, 23 March 2018, updated the responsibilities and functions, relationships,
and authorities of the Assistant Secretary, who served under the authority, direction, and control of
the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy).

Eric B. Rosenbach ..........ccccooveiiiiiiiiiieiieececeeeceee e 9 January 2015—6 July 2015
VACANT ......iitiieiieiiieteeetce ettt enas 6 July 2015-5 November 2015
Thomas F. Atkin (ACting) .....ccceeeveeieeierieniieieeieeieeeeeeene 5 November 2015-20 January 2017
VaCANT ..ottt 20 January 2017-19 June 2017
Kenneth Rapuano ..........cccceoeeiieciiiiiciiicececeeeeeee e 19 June 2017-20 January 2021
Robert G. Salesses (Performing the Duties Of)...........cccccueene. 20 January 2021-28 April 2021
Jennifer C. Walsh (ACtING)......coccuevierieriieiieieeieeieseee e 29 April 2021-4 March 2022

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Hemispheric Affairs)

As part of a reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) in December
2021, the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Global Security) was
renamed Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense and Hemispheric Affairs). DoD
Directive 5111.13, 31 October 2024, designated the Assistant Secretary, under the authority,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), as the principal civilian adviser
to the Secretary of Defense and the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) on all matters regarding
the formulation of national security and defense strategy related to homeland defense activities;
defense support of civil authorities; engagement with national security forces of partner countries
on select transboundary threats; defense relationships with countries in the Western Hemisphere;
and issues pertaining to the Arctic region.

Melissa G. Dalton........cccoecveierieriieieieieseeeeee e 4 March 2022-29 May 2024
Sarah R. Zimmerman (Performing the Duties Of)................. 21 December 2023-29 May 2024
Sarah R. Zimmerman (ACtiNg).........ccceeevereenrerieevieeienienieesieenns 29 May 2024-20 January 2025
Leigh Nolan (Performing the Duties Of).........c.cccccvevvieiennen. 22 January 2025-28 January 2025
Rafael Leonardo (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccccecvveuenen. 28 January 2025-21 April 2025
M. Roosevelt Ditlevson (ActiNg) ........cceeeueeververeenieesieeieeienenene 21 April 2025-8 October 2025

Assistant Secretary of War (Homeland Defense and Hemispheric Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

M. Roosevelt Ditlevson (Acting)........ccceceevveevieeiereeneenneenne. 5 September 2025—-8 October 2025
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Assistant Secretary of War (Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs)

An 8 October 2025 memorandum from the Director of Administration and Management redesignated
the position as Assistant Secretary of War (Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs).

M. Roosevelt Ditlevson (Acting)........ccccceeeveeveeeenvenieenieennnns 8 October 20252 December 2025
Joseph Humire (Performing the Duties Of)........c.cccoccvvveeennnnee. 2 December 2025-26 May 2026
M. Roosevelt DIitleVson.........ccocieieieienieieieeseeeee e 26 May 2026—Present

Indo-Pacific Security Affairs

The reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), announced in September
2006, resulted in the creation of the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Asian and Pacific
Security Affairs). A Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense under the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(International Security Affairs) had performed the functions of the position prior to the reorganization.
On 21 February 2019, the name of the position changed to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Indo-Pacific
Security Affairs).

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Asian and Pacific Security Affairs)

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates established this position under the authority provided to him by
United States Code, Title 10, section 138.

James J. Shinn........ccccooviiiniiiineeee 19 December 2007—14 November 2008
Mitchell Shivers (ACtiNg).......cccceverereeierienieeeeieie e, 14 November 2008—20 January 2009
Derek J. Mitchell (ACtING)......ccveurvrreirieeirieieieeieeseeeeeaeeeaeseenes 21 January 2009-13 May 2009
Wallace GIEESOM........cvevueeeieeieieieeiieteierie ettt e s see e naenaens 13 May 2009-1 April 2011
Peter R. Lavoy (ACHNE) ...vevvveieieeieeieeeiesee et 2 April 2011-8 May 2012
Mark W. LIPPEIt ...ccuveieieeiieieierieeeeeese et 9 May 201224 April 2013
VACANLE ......ocuiieieiieieicetcte ettt ettt s e s s e e esenenes 24 April 2012—1 May 2013
Peter R. Lavoy (ACHNE) ..c.vecuveeeieiieiieieeieeieeeeeeeeseesie e 1 May 2013—10 January 2014
Kelly Magsamen (ACtING) ........cceeveeeerierieinreieeeesieeeeesesseseesessenees 10 January 2014-17 July 2014
David SREAT .....cceovvieiiiiieieceeeeee e 17 July 2014-20 January 2017
David Helvey (ACting) ......oeveeierienieiieieeieeieeee e 20 January 2017-29 December 2017
Randall G. SChriver .........ccocvevieviieciiciicieeeeceee e, 29 December 2017-20 February 2019

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Indo-Pacific Security Affairs)

On 21 February 2019, David Norquist, Performing the Duties of the Deputy Secretary of Defense,
approved a request from the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) to rename the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Asian and Pacific Security Affairs) to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Indo-Pacific Security
Affairs).

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Indo-Pacific Security Affairs) serves as the principal adviser to
the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) and the Secretary of Defense on international security strategy
and policy issues involving the nations and international organizations of the Asia-Pacific region. It
oversees security cooperation programs and foreign military sales programs in the regions under its
supervision in close cooperation with U.S. Pacific Command and U.S. Central Command. The
Assistant Secretary represents the Department of Defense in interagency policy deliberations and
international negotiations related to the Asia-Pacific region.
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Randall G. SChriver .........cccocevirieiecieeeeeee e 21 February 2019-31 December 2019

David Helvey (ACHNE) ...cccveveieieeieieieieeeeieiese e 1 January 2020-29 July 2020
David Helvey (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccceecveevennennnenne. 30 July 2020-20 January 2021
David Helvey (ACtINg) ....c.cooveeevieiieieeierieeieeieeie e 20 January 2021-14 June 2021
Kenneth Handelman (Performing the Duties Of)...........cccocevveunenee. 14 June 2021-25 July 2021
Ely RAtNeT c..ooviiiiiiieeceeeeeee e 25 July 2021-20 January 2025
John Noh (Performing the Duties Of)........c..cccoevvieiiniiinieiieiene. 22 January 2025-2 June 2025
Jedidiah Royal (ACtiNg)......ccceevieviieiiieiieiieieeeeee e 2 June 2025-29 December 2025
JONN NORN ..o 29 December 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Indo-Pacific Security Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Jedidiah Royal (Acting)......ccccevveeviiecieeiieieieeieeieeeee, 5 September 2025-29 December 2025
JOhN NORN .o 29 December 2025—Present
Industrial Base Policy

The National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2011, PL 111-383, 7 January 2011, created the position
of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manufacturing and Industrial Base Policy, appointed by
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, to provide input on
industrial base matters. This position was a noncareer appointment and did not require Senate
confirmation.

As part of the 2018 reorganization of the Defense Department’s acquisition offices, the manufacturing
program fell under the responsibilities of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering,
and the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manufacturing and Industrial Base Policy became
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy.

Section 903 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, PL 116-283, 1 January
2021, elevated the position of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Industrial Base Policy to
that of an Assistant Secretary of Defense to advise the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment on industrial base policies. With the elevation in stature, the position now requires Senate
confirmation. Section 903 also amended 10 USC 138 by increasing the number of Assistant Secretaries
of Defense to 15.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Industrial Base Policy)

Deborah Rosenblum (Performing the Duties Of)..................... 8 December 2021-11 April 2023
Laura Taylor-Kale ..........cceoerinieieieeeceeeeeeeee e 11 April 2023-20 January 2025
Vic S. Ramdass (ACting) ........cceeveverereeierieneeeeeeieseeeeenns 22 January 2025-23 September 2025
Michael Cadenazzi ...........ccecveveerieeeeeieienieeeeeeeese et 23 September 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Industrial Base Policy)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
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correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Vic S. Ramdass (ACtiNg)......cccovevueevieeieeienieniieieeieeenns 5 September 202523 September 2025
Michael CadenazzZi .........cceevueevviecieeiieieeieieeeete e 23 September 2025—Present

International Security Affairs

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs)

Between 1947 and 1949, one of the three Special Assistants to the Secretary of Defense established
by the National Security Act of 1947, PL 80-253, 26 July 1947, handled international security affairs.
In 1949, the Secretary of Defense created the position of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
(International Security Affairs).

John H. Ohly ....ooooiiiiiiiiiieeecee e 27 March 1949—-1 December 1949
Maj. Gen. James H. Burns, USA .......ccccooveeieviieiiieeeieeee 6 December 194927 August 1951
Frank C. Nash ........cccooieiieiiiiieecceeeeeeeeee e 28 August 1951-10 February 1953

Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs)

Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, authorized six new Assistant Secretaries of Defense.
The position of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs) became Assistant
Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs). The Assistant Secretary reported to the Under
Secretary of Defense (Policy) when that office came into existence in 1977. The scope of the Assistant
Secretary’s responsibilities narrowed and changed over the years as other Assistant Secretary positions
were established in the office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy), beginning with the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy) in 1981.

Frank C. Nash .......ccccoovvviiiiiniiiecececeeeee e 11 February 1953-28 February 1954
H. Struve Hensel.......c.ooovieiieiiieececeeeeeteee e 5 March 1954-30 June 1955
GOTAON GTAY ..eovieiieiieiieieeteee ettt be e sae e seeens 14 July 1955-27 February 1957
Mansfield D. SPrague .........cccecvevereeieienieneeeeeeeee e 28 February 1957-3 October 1958
John N. Irwin IL......coooiiiiiiieeeeeee e 4 October 1958-20 January 1961
Paul H. NitZe......oooveoieiiieieeeeeeceeee e 29 January 1961-29 November 1963
William P. BUndy ........cccoooveieiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeee 29 November 1963—14 March 1964
John T. MCENaUGhtOn ......cc.ocieieieeeieieee e 1 July 1964—19 July 1967
Paul C. Warnke........ccooeeeeieienieeeeeieeeeeeee e 1 August 1967—15 February 1969
G. Warren NULET .......coviiiieieeieeieeeeeeeeee e 4 March 1969-30 January 1973
Lawrence Eagleburger (ACting).........ccevevveeeeienieneneeeerieseeneenn 31 January 1973-10 May 1973
Robert C. Hill........cooeiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 11 May 1973-5 January 1974
Ray Peet (ACHNE) ..cvovieeieeeeieieieeeeeeseee e 6 January 1974—1 April 1974
Amos A. Jordan (ACHNG) ....cceeeeeeriereieieieseeeeeete e 2 April 19744 June 1974
Robert F. EIISWOrth.......c.cccooiiiiiiieiieiececeeeeeeee e 5 June 1974-22 December 1975
Amos A. Jordan (ACtING) .......ccveeveeierienieriiereeteeeeceese e 23 December 1975-5 May 1976
Eugene V. MCAULITe.......coovieieiieeceeeeee e 6 May 1976—1 April 1977
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David E. MCGIfTert......ccoeeeieiieeeieeeeeeeeee e 4 April 1977-20 January 1981

FrancisS J. WSt T ..cuveieiiiicieeeeeeee e 4 April 19811 April 1983
Richard L. Armitage (ACtING) .....c.ccvverrievrieiiieieeieeiereeie et 2 April 1983-5 June 1983
Richard L. Armitage ........ccccoveeviieiiieieeieeiecieeieeie et 5 June 19835 June 1989
Henry S. ROWEN.....cccuiiviiiiiiecieceeeeee et 26 June 1989-31 July 1991
James R. Lilley ....ccuoeiieiiiiiiieicecececeeceee e 12 December 1991-20 January 1993

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Regional Security Affairs)

DoD Directive 5111.7, 6 July 1993, established the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Regional Security
Affairs), which received some functions from the abolished position of Assistant Secretary of Defense
(International Security Affairs). The title of this position reverted to Assistant Secretary of Defense
(International Security Affairs) on 11 April 1994.

Charles Freeman ..........c.cccueeveeienieniieieeicceeceeseee e 6 July 1993—11 April 1994
Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs)
Charles Freeman...........ccocevvvieienieneeieeeseeeeee e 11 April 1994—14 September 1994
JOSeph S. INYE Jruecniiiiiii e 15 September 1994—16 December 1995
Frederick C. Smith (ACting).......cccveeerveerireirieereeeeeseenes 17 December 1995-29 March 1996
Franklin D. Kramer ..........ccccecvevevinieieieeeeeeeee e 29 March 1996-16 February 2001
Peter W. Rodman ..........c.coccoeieieniinieieeeeeeeesee e 16 July 2001-2 March 2007
Mary Beth Long (AcCting).......cceeeveeieeeeneeieeieeieeieseeieennens 2 March 2007-21 December 2007
Mary Beth Long........cooceeiiniinieicicececeeeceee e 21 December 2007-20 January 2009
Michael Coulter (ACtING) ......ceeveeeirreieiereieieeeeeeeeete e 20 January 2009-3 April 2009
Alexander R. Vershbow ..........cccoocvevieiiieiiieiiieieciecieceeeeieee 7 April 2009—-10 February 2012
Joseph McMillan (ACHING) ....occveeveeienieriierieeieeieeeeee e 11 February 2012-23 May 2012
Derek H. Chollet........c.cccoeiiiieiieiieiecieceeeeeeeee e 24 May 2012—16 January 2015
Elissa S. Slotkin (ACtiNg) .......cccveveevuievieecieeieeieeeereereeie e 19 January 2015-20 January 2017
Kenneth B. Handelman (ACting) .........ccoeveeeerierieenenieeeeieeeeienes 20 January 2017-2 June 2017
Robert Story Karem..........ccoccvevieviieciieiiciecieecieeeeee e 2 June 2017-4 November 2018
Kathryn Wheelbarger (ACting) .........ccceeeveeieeieneenienieeieeieenens 5 November 20181 June 2019
Kathryn Wheelbarger (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccoevveveenennenn. 2 June 2019—4 July 2020
Michael C. Ryan (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccoevvveieeennenne. 5 July 2020-31 August 2020
Michael Cutrone (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 1 September 2020—-20 January 2021
Laura Cooper (Performing the Duties Of).........c.ccevveeeennen. 20 January 2021-9 February 2021
Mara Karlin (ACtING) ......ccceeveerieriieieeieeieeeeeeeeie e 9 February 2021-17 August 2021
Laura Cooper (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccccuee.....e. 17 August 2021-13 December 2021
Ilan Goldenberg (AcCtiNg) ......ccceeververeieniieieeieeieeeeeeene 13 December 2021-18 February 2022
Celeste Wallander...........ccooveviieienienieieceeee e 18 February 202220 January 2025
Katherine E. Thompson (Performing the Duties Of)..................... 22 January 2025-8 July 2025
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Daniel Zimmerman............c.ccevereeieiienieneeieieneseeeeee e ese s 8 July 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (International Security Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Daniel Zimmerman...........c.cccueeververienieesieeieeeeseeseesieeseeseesessnesseens 5 September 2025—Present

Legislative Affairs

Special Assistant (Legal and Legislative Affairs)

One of the three Special Assistants to the Secretary of Defense established by the National Security Act
of 1947, PL 80-253, 26 July 1947. Handled legal and legislative affairs between 1947 and 1949.

MarX Leva........oocvevuieiieiiciecieceeeee e 18 September 1947—11 September 1949
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legal and Legislative Affairs)

Position assigned to one of three Assistant Secretaries authorized by the 1949 amendments to the
National Security Act, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, and retitled Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legal
and Legislative Affairs).

Position abolished by Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, and functions divided and
transferred to the General Counsel and the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative and Public
Affairs). See section IX, Principal Staff Assistants, Public Affairs.

MK LEVA....iiiiiiieeiieciieeeeete et et 12 September 1949—1 May 1951
Daniel K. EQWards........c.ccccoeviieienienieiecececeeeeceeeee e 3 May 1951-19 November 1951
Charles A. Coolidge.........cceevverieniieriieieeieeieceesieeieeea 20 November 1951-31 December 1952

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

Position created by Deputy Secretary of Defense Reuben B. Robertson Jr. with a memorandum on 21
February 1957.

Clarence J. HAuCK Jr.....oooviiieieieeeeee e 1 April 1957—1 April 1959
George W. Vaughan ..........ccceeveeienieiieiececeeeeseee e 1 April 1959—-1 March 1960
James D. Hittle........coooooiiiiiiieeeeeee, 1 March 1960-1 November 1960
Norman S. Paul.......c.ccccoeiiiiiniiiciceeeceeeee e 25 January 1961-30 June 1962
David E. MCGIffert.......c.ocoveeiiriiiiieieeieceeteeee e 8 August 1962-30 June 1965
Jack L. StemPIEr.....ccovveiiieiieieeeeceeeeeee e 13 December 1965—4 January 1970
Richard G. Capen Jr........ccoevieiiieciieiecieceeseee e 5 January 1970-1 May 1971
Rady A. JONNSON......ccoioiiiiiiieticeceeeeeee e 2 May 1971-10 March 1973
George L. J. Dalferes (ACtiNg) .......cccccveeiereenieecieeieeieseesieeieennns 17 March 1973-17 April 1973

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Elliot Richardson elevated the position of Assistant to
the Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs) to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)
on 11 April 1973.
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John O. Marsh.........cccceviivirieieeeeeeee e 17 April 1973-15 February 1974

JON M. MAUTY ..o 12 April 1974-28 February 1976
Richard Fryklund (Acting) .......ccceevvevieinienieieinieieeeeeeeeesve e 1 March 1976-19 March 1976
William K. Brehm .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeee e 19 March 197620 January 1977

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Harold Brown redesignated the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs) as Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)
on 23 March 1977.

Jack L. SteMPIET ...c..covvieiieiieiieeeteece e 23 March 1977-19 January 1981
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger reestablished the position of
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs). The Department of Defense issued Directive
5142.1 on 2 July 1982 describing the responsibilities and mission.

Russell A. ROUTKE........cceevieviiiieiieieieeeeeeee et 6 May 1981-8 December 1985
M.D.B. Carlisle........cooueviieiieiieiecieeeeee et 4 August 198628 April 1989
David J. Gribbin IIL.........cccooviiiieiieiieieieeeeee e 22 May 1989-18 January 1993

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Les Aspin downgraded the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs) to an Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Legislative
Affairs).

Sandra K. Stuart.........cccoevevieriieiieiecieceeceeeereee e 1 August 1993—15 September 1994
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994, PL 103-160, 30 November 1993, gave
statutory standing to the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs). This is the
principal staff assistant to the Secretary of Defense for DoD relations with members of Congress, the
liaison for testimony at congressional hearings, and the coordinator of the Department’s legislative
program.

Sandra K. Stuart........c.cceeveierierenieieieeeeeeee e 15 September 1994-27 February 1999
John K. Veroneau (ACting)........cceceevverienieiesieneneeieieseeeeen, 2 March 1999-10 November 1999
John K. Veroneau ..........ccccceevevereeeecieneneeeeeeeeeeenns 10 November 1999—16 February 2001
POWEIL A. IMOOTE.......cviiieiiiiieiieieeteete ettt 4 May 2001-1 December 2004
Daniel R. Stanley (ACting) .....cccceeveevieecieeiinieriesieeieeie e 1 December 2004—30 June 2005
Daniel R. Stanley......cccccoeieiienieiieiececeseeeee e 30 June 2005-1 February 2006
Robert L. Wilkie (ACtiNg) ....c.ccovevieveeiieieeieeieeeeeeeseeenne 1 February 200629 September 2006
Robert L. WilKi@......ccvevieiiieieiececeeeeceeeee e 29 September 2006—20 January 2009
Christian Marrone (ACtING) ........ccecveeeerrerieeererieieresiereeeeresseseesessenees 20 January 2009-7 May 2009
Elizabeth L. King.........ccoveviieiiiiiieiececececeeeee e 7 May 2009-31 December 2014
Michael J. Stella (ACtNG)....ccooverrieriieiieieeiee et 2 January 2015—1 April 2015
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Stephen Hedger.........cocveviieieieieeceeeeee e 1 April 2015-1 July 2016

Tressa GUENOV (ACHNG) ...cccvevereeeieieienieeeeeeeie e see e eneenaenes 1 July 201620 January 2017
Pete Giambastiani (ACtNG) .....cceevveerveerieeieeieeiereesie e 20 January 2017-31 July 2017
Robert R. HOOd........oouiiiiiiieeeeeeceeeee e 1 August 2017-24 July 2020
Ann T. Johnson (ACtING) .....cceeeeerrieriieiiieieeieeeeseese e 27 July 202020 January 2021
Ryan Reilly (Performing the Duties Of).........ccccceevuvevieienns 20 January 2021-9 February 2021
Louis I. Lauter (ActinNg)......cccceeeevueecieeienieniiereeieeee e 9 February 2021-7 September 2021
Louis I. Lauter (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 7 September 2021-21 February 2022
Matthew Williams (Performing the Duties Of) ...........c.ccccueenee. 21 February 2022-5 April 2022
Thomas J. Mancinelli (ACting) .......cccccveveevierienieeieeieeeeeene 5 April 2022-28 November 2022
Rheanne Wirkkala ...........cccoovvevieniiniiiieiiceeeceeeee, 28 November 2022-20 January 2025
Macon D. Hughes (ACtiNg) .......cccvevuieierienieniieieeieeveeie e 22 January 2025-18 August 2025
Macon D. Hughes (Performing the Duties Of) ...................... 18 August 2025-14 October 2025
Macon D. HUZhES.......c.ccoeieieieeceeeeeeeeee e 14 October 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Legislative Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Macon D. Hughes (Performing the Duties Of) .................. 5 September 2025-14 October 2025
Macon D. HUEhES .......cccooviiiiiiiieceeeeeee e 14 October 2025—Present

Manpower and Reserve Affairs

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration and Public Affairs)

Position established as one of the three Assistant Secretary posts authorized by the National Security Act
Amendments of 1949, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949.

Paul H. Griffith........cccoooeviiiiiiiiiceeeee 12 September 1949—15 November 1950
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Personnel)

Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall established this position in late 1950 when he abolished the
position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration and Public Affairs).

Anna M. ROSENbErg.........ccceeveieienienieieieeseeeeee e 15 November 1950-20 January 1953
John A. Hannah...........ccccoevieiiiieieieeeeeeeeeee e 11 February 1953-31 July 1954
Carter L. BUIrgess......ccveveveriereeeeieeseseeeiese e 24 September 1954-22 September 1955

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Personnel and Reserve)

On 22 September 1955, Secretary of Defense Charles Wilson redesignated the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Personnel) as Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower,
Personnel, and Reserve).

Carter L. BUIZESS......vvvviiiiieeiierieeeeeieeete e 22 September 195522 January 1957
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William H. Francis ........ccccveevevenieieieieeseeeeseeeee e 19 April 1957-24 May 1958
Charles O. FINUCANE .........cccoevieriirieieieieceeeeeeee e 15 July 1958-19 January 1961

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower)

DoD Directive 5120.27, 31 January 1961, redesignated the position as Assistant Secretary of Defense

(Manpower).

Carlisle P. RUNGE .......ooovieiiiiieieeieeeeeceeeee e 17 February 1961-30 July 1962
Norman S. Paul.........cccooiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 8 August 196230 September 1965
Thomas D. MOITIS .....cecuiriieieriieiieieeieeieeeeeesee e 1 October 1965-31 August 1967
VaCANT ......iitiieieeee e 1 September 1967-21 December 1967
Alfred B. Fitt ..o 21 December 1967-31 December 1967

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs)

The Reserve Forces Bill of Rights and Vitalization Act, PL 90-168, 1 January 1968, changed the title
to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs).

Alfred B. Fitt. ..o 1 January 1968-20 February 1969
ROEEr T. KEllEY...oooviiiieiieiieieceeeeeeee e 3 March 1969-1 June 1973
Carl W. CleWloW (ACNG)....cceeieieierieeieierienteeeeeesieseeseeeeeneens 1 June 1973—1 September 1973
William K. Brehm .......ccooieieiiiiiieeeeeee e 1 September 1973—18 March 1976
John F. Ahearne (ACtING) ......ccceeverreerieeirieirieeieeieeeeseseseeseeseenenens 18 March 1976-2 July 1976
David P. Taylor......cc.coveieieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 2 July 1976-12 February 1977

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs and Logistics)

DoD Directive 5124.1, 20 April 1977, mandated that the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower,
Reserve Affairs, and Logistics) assume all functions of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower
and Reserve Affairs) and Assistant Secretary of Defense (Installations and Logistics). See section X,
Former and Disestablished Positions; Supply, Logistics, and Installations.

JOMN P. Wit ... 12 May 1977-31 October 1978
Robert B. Pirie Jr ....oovieiiiiieececeeeeeeeee e 17 June 1979-20 January 1981
Robert Stone (ACNG)......ccceevievieirieieieeieeeesteeee e 20 January 19814 May 1981
Lawrence J. KOrb......cooouieiiiiieiiieiicececeeeeee e 4 May 1981-12 January 1984

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Installations and Logistics)

The Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1984, PL 98-94, 24 September 1983, changed the title
of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logistics) to Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Manpower, Installations, and Logistics). The reserve affairs functions transferred to the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs) on 1 October 1983, and installations and logistics

functions transferred to the new Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Logistics), which was
established 5 July 1985.

Lawrence J. KOrb......c.oocieieiiiiieiieiiciececeeeeee e 12 January 19845 July 1985
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel)
DoD Directive 5124.2, 13 March 1985, established the position with a new title, Assistant Secretary
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of Defense (Force Management and Personnel). The position assumed manpower duties only on 5
July 1985.

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994, PL 103-160, 30 November 1993,
abolished the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel) and
created the position of Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). DoD Directive 5124.2,
17 March 1994, spelled out the Under Secretary’s duties, including authority over the Assistant
Secretaries for Health Affairs and Reserve Affairs.

Lawrence J. KOrb......coocvieiiiiiiieiiciecececee e 5 July 1985-31 August 1985
VaCANE ......iitiieiietiieiceeteeetete ettt nees 1 September 1985—7 December 1985
Chapman B. CoX......ccceeieviieiiieiieieeieseeieeie et 7 December 1985-8 July 1987
Grant S. GIEEM .....cueevuieriieiieieeieete ettt esteeveebeeaeeaesreesseenseens 3 February 1988-5 March 1989
David J. Armor (ACHNE)......ccivveieerreieieinieeeeeiesieeeressesesesessenens 6 March 1989—1 October 1989
VACANT ...t 1 October 1989-20 November 1989
Christopher Jehn ..........ccooviieiiieieceeeeee e, 20 November 1989-20 January 1993
EdWIn DOMM.....cc.ooiiieieeeieeeeeeee et 2 July 1993—-16 March 1994

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management Policy)

By administrative authority, Secretary of Defense William Perry established the Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Force Management) on 7 July 1994. DoD Directive 5124.5, 31 October 1994, changed the
title to Force Management Policy. The new Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness) took office in November 2002, abolishing this position.

Frederick F.Y. Pang .......ccccoeveieviineeieeeeeeeeee, 11 October 1994—15 November 1997
Francis M. Rush Jr. (Acting) .......ccccevevvveviieciieienieene. 15 November 1997—12 November 1999
Alphonso Maldon Jr........ccceevveieniiniiiieecececeeeeee 12 November 1999-19 January 2001
Gail McGINN (ACHNE) «.veeviierieriieieiieieieteeete et eresaenees 20 January 2001-8 May 2001
Charles S. ADell......ccooiieiiciiieeeeeeeeeeee e 8 May 2001-14 November 2002

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs)

Position mandated by the Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1984, PL 98-94, 24 September
1983, with functions transferred from the disestablished Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower,
Reserve Affairs, and Logistics) on 1 October 1983. DoD Directive 5125.1, 12 January 1984, established
this position’s responsibilities and mission.

James H. Webb JT.....coooiiiiiiicceceteeee e 3 May 198415 February 1987
VaCANE ......veeiieieeitecteieeete ettt s s 15 February 1987-26 October 1987
Stephen M. DUNCAN .......ccoooviveieieieieeeeeeee e 26 October 198720 January 1993
Deborah R. LEC.....ooieieieeiieieeeeeeeee e 1 June 1993—-11 April 1998
Charles L. Cragin (ACHNE) .......cceevuerierieeeererierieeeeiesieseeeeeaeseeseeens 12 April 1998-31 May 2001
VACANL ..ottt a et s s 31 May 2001-9 October 2002
Thomas F. Hall........c.ccooiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9 October 2002—-8 April 2009
Dennis M. MCCArthy ..........cccecveieriirieieieseeeeceeie e 25 June 2009—-1 June 2011
David L. McGINNis (ACHNE) ....ccveeveeieieneeeiieiesieseeeeeieneesseeeeeenseeeenns 1 June 2011-24 May 2012
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Jessica L. WIIht .....coovviiiieieieeeceee e 24 May 2012-31 December 2012

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs)

The Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2015, PL 113-291, 19 December 2014, redesignated the position as the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Manpower and Reserve Affairs).

Todd A. WEIIET ... 15 May 201620 January 2017
Stephanie Barna (ACting) .........cccceveeviievieeiienienieseeseeie e 20 January 2017-31 July 2018
Virginia Penrod (ACtiNg) .......ccceeveieieniereeieienieseeeeie e 31 July 2018-12 October 2018
JamMES SEWATT ......oveuieiriiriiieeceeee e 12 October 2018-28 December 2019
Virginia Penrod (ACting) ........cceecveevevierieneeieienieseeeeiesee e 28 December 2019-25 July 2020
Virginia Penrod (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccovvcveeveienene 26 July 2020-20 January 2021
Virginia Penrod (ACting) ........cccecvevvereeiecierienieieeeie e 20 January 2021-2 May 2022
Thomas A. Constable (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccccoceveuennnnen. 2 May 2022-1 April 2023
Grier Martin (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccoecvevevenerveiennne. 1 April 2023—13 March 2024
Ronald T. Keohane...........ccccoevvevierinieieieeceieeeeeeeee e 13 March 2024-20 January 2025
Timothy D. Dill (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccoecvrvennennee. 22 January 2025-18 July 2025
Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of)...........ccoecveueneeee. 18 July 202511 August 2025
William G. Fitzhugh (Performing the Duties Of) .............. 11 August 2025—13 November 2025
Merlynn Carson (Performing the Duties Of)................. 13 November 2025-29 December 2025
Timothy D. Dill ...c.ooiiiiiiiiieeeee e 29 December 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Manpower and Reserve Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

William G. Fitzhugh (Performing the Duties Of) .......... 5 September 2025—13 November 2025
Merlynn Carson (Performing the Duties Of)................. 13 November 2025-29 December 2025
Timothy D. Dill .....c.coviiiiieieieeeeee e 29 December 2025—Present

Mission Capabilities

Section 901(b) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
increased the authorized number of Assistant Secretaries to 19. The Deputy Secretary of Defense
established the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Science and Technology in a memorandum of 12
July 2023. The Assistant Secretary is under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary
of Defense (Research and Engineering) as the principal adviser for science and technology matters,
including overseeing Department of Defense technical infrastructure, engineering, and scientific
capabilities, and science and technology defense investments; developing the Department’s annual
strategic science and technology investment strategy; conducting periodic reviews of science and
technology investments to ensure progress of departmental goals; and serving as the senior official
and advocate for laboratory infrastructure and the Department’s science and technology workforce.
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Assistant Secretary of Defense (Mission Capabilities)

Thomas Browning (Performing the Duties Of)...........cccce...... 24 July 2023-20 January 2025
Marcia Holmes (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 22 January 2025-29 December 2025
JAMES CAGEY ..vvieeiieieeeeee e 29 December 2025—-11 May 2026
Jeremy Verbout (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccveviiriiiieiieiiciee, 11 May 2026—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Mission Capabilities)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Marcia Holmes (Performing the Duties Of).................... 5 September 2025-29 December 2025
JAMES CaAZEY ...eonvieiiiiieieeeeeee e 29 December 2025-11 May 2026
Jeremy Verbout (Performing the Duties Of).........cccovevvecieninenieieeenene 11 May 2026—Present

Nuclear Deterrence, Chemical, and Biological Defense Policy and
Programs

Chairman, Military Liaison Committee

The Atomic Energy Act of 1946, PL 79-585, 1 August 1946, established the Military Liaison
Committee. The Secretaries of War and the Navy designated a Chairman until Congress amended the
Atomic Energy Act in 1949, PL 81-347, 11 October 1949, and mandated that the President appoint a
Chairman, with the advice and consent of the Senate, as well as committee members.

Lt. Gen. Lewis H. Brereton, USAF .......ccccooveiiiiieiieieieeeieeee 17 July 1947-30 March 1948
Donald F. Carpenter..........coecveveenienieerieeieeiesiesieesie e 8 April 1948-21 September 1948
William WebSter.......ccooiviiiieeiinieeeeee e 22 September 194830 September 1949
Robert LeBaron ..........cccooverieniieiiieieciccieeceee e 1 October 1949—1 August 1954

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy)

From 13 April 1953, the Chairman of the Military Liaison Committee also served as Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy). The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1987,
PL 99-661, 14 November 1986, abolished the Military Liaison Committee and established the Nuclear
Weapons Council, but the position of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy) continued.
The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989, PL 100-180, 4 December
1987, formally established the position.

Robert LeBaron ..........ccceeovieiiiiieiiieecececeeeeeeeee e 13 April 1953—1 August 1954
Herbert B. LOPET ..ot 9 August 1954—14 July 1961
Gerald W. JONNSON.......cccoeiiiiiieieieieeceteiee e 15 July 1961-16 September 1963
VaCANT ...ttt 16 September 19632 January 1964
William J. HOWard..........cccoeeverieneeieieeeeeeeese e 2 January 1964—15 June 1966
VACANT ...ttt 15 June 19663 October 1966
Carl WalSKe........ccvevieiieiieieieeeeeeee et 3 October 1966—15 April 1973

VII. Assistant Secretaries of Defense



Donald R. Cotter (ACHNG) .....cccerveerireeieieirireiereerieeeeeeseeeseeeenas 15 April 1973-16 October 1973

Donald R. COtLer.....c.eveuiririiieieieeeeceeeeee e 16 October 1973—17 March 1978
James P. Wade JT......ouiiiiiiiieceeee e 8 August 1978—14 June 1981
James P. Wade J1. (ACHNE) ..c..ccierieiieiieieeieceeteeeeeee e 15 June 1981-5 June 1982
Richard Wagner...........ccoovieeiiiienieiceeeceee e 6 June 1982—1 April 1986
VACANT ...ttt ettt ettt sesae s 1 April 1986—18 October 1986
Robert B. Barker.........cccooiiiieiiiiieiececeeeeeceee e 18 October 198629 May 1992
John Birely (ACHNE) ....ccveeiieiieieiieieeieeteeteeeese et 29 May 1992—6 May 1993
VACANT ...ttt sttt aan 6 May 1993—1 June 1993
Harold P. Smith Jr....oooooiiiee e 1 June 1993—-10 March 1996
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Defense
Programs)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996, PL 104-106, 10 February 1996,
redesignated the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy) as Assistant to the Secretary of
Defense (Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Defense Programs), effective 22 February 1996. Section
905 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009, PL 110-417, 14
October 2008, modified the status of this position to be the equivalent to that of an Assistant Secretary

of Defense.
Harold P. Smith Jr.....ccooiiiiiiiiiieceeee 11 March 1996-31 January 1998
Jacques S. Gansler (ACtiNg) .......cccveeereeerireeirieereeeeee e 1 February 1998-5 January 2001
VACANL ....cvenieiiieieieetee ettt 5 January 2001-15 November 2001
Dale E. KICIN ....oovevieiiiiirieieieieee e 15 November 2001-30 June 2006
Arthur T. Hopkins (ACtING) ......cecvevvereieieiesierieeieiesieseeeeeee e 30 June 2006—8 July 2008
Frederick S. Celec......ouviininieieeeeeeeee e 8 July 2008-19 May 2009
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Defense
Programs)

Section 901 of the Ike Skelton National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011, PL 111-383,
4 January 2011, changed the title of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense to Assistant Secretary of

Defense.
ANAIeWw C. WEDET .......ooiiiiiiieiiciececeeeee e 19 May 2009—17 October 2014
VaCANT ..ot 17 October 2014—1 January 2015
Arthur T. Hopkins (ACting) ........cceeevvereeierierieneeieiesieeeenes 1 January 2015-21 November 2017
GUy B. RODETS ... 21 November 2017-2 April 2019
Alan R. Shaffer (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccvecvrreiennene. 2 April 2019-20 January 2021
Brandi Vann (AcCting) .......ccccceveeievierieneeieieieeeeeeee e 20 January 2021-3 August 2021
Deborah Rosenblumi...........cccoeveiecienienieieieieeeeee e 3 August 2021-20 January 2025
Brandi Vann (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccocevevvneeienenieene 8 April 2024-21 May 2025
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Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Deterrence, Chemical and Biological
Defense Policy and Program

Section 1621 of the Service Member Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense
Authorization Act for FY 2025, PL 118-159, 23 December 2024, amended 10 USC 138(b)(4)
designating one of the Assistant Secretaries of Defense as the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear
Deterrence, Chemical and Biological Defense Policy and Programs), the principal adviser to the
Secretary of Defense on nuclear deterrence policies, operations, and associated programs. A 21 May
2025 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum officially established the new position, which
assumed the prior authorities and responsibilities of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear,
Chemical and Biological Defense Programs). The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Deterrence,
Chemical and Biological Defense Policy Programs) reports to the Under Secretary of Defense
(Acquisition and Sustainment) on all matters relating to sustainment and modernization of American
nuclear forces and programs, and reports to the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) on the
development of strategic policy guidance for nuclear weapons employment. The Assistant Secretary
also oversees the Director of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, who serves under the authority,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment) through the
Assistant Secretary.

Brandi Vann (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccecvvvrieiecienieienen. 21 May 2025-26 May 2025
Drew Walter (Performing the Duties Of) ........cccccoeveveeenenne. 26 May 2025-29 December 2025
Robert Kadlec ........ccueviirieieieeieeeeeese et 29 December 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Nuclear Deterrence, Chemical and Biological Defense
Policy and Program

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Drew Walter (Performing the Duties Of) ........................ 5 September 2025-29 December 2025
Robert Kadlec ......couiviiiiieiiieiieieeeceeeeeee e 29 December 2025—Present
Readiness

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness and Force Management)

The Ike Skelton National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011, PL 111-383, 1 January
2011, increased the number of Assistant Secretaries of Defense from 12 to 16. Deputy Secretary of
Defense William Lynn issued a memorandum on 23 May 2011 establishing the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Readiness and Force Management) responsible for ensuring readiness of the Total Force and
recommending civilian and military personnel policy and military community and family policy. The
Assistant Secretary also supervised the Department of Defense Education Activity and the Defense
Commissary Agency. DoD Directive 5124.09, 12 June 2014, canceled the May 2011 memorandum
and designated the Assistant Secretary as the principal adviser to the Secretary of Defense and Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) on all matters relating to civilian and military
personnel policies, readiness of the force, military community and family policy, Total Force planning
and requirements, and transition policy. The Assistant Secretary served under the authority, direction,
and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness).

Frederick E. Vollrath (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 26 March 2012—-18 April 2013
Frederick E. Vollrath..........cccooieiieiiiiieeececeeeeeee 18 April 201315 June 2014
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Stephanie Barna (ACting) .........ceeevuereeierienereeieienie e 15 June 2014—June 2015
VACANE ...ttt s e sneeneesennens June 2015-15 November 2015

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness)

In accordance with a 4 December 2013 Secretary of Defense memorandum on the reorganization of
the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel & Readiness), Deputy Secretary of Defense
Robert Work issued a memorandum on 20 March 2015 that redesignated the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Readiness and Force Management) as the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness). DoD
Directive 5124.11, 6 September 2019, designated the responsibilities, functions, relationships, and
authorities of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness) as the principal adviser to the Secretary
of Defense and Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) on all matters related to the
readiness of the Total Force. The Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) and the
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) exercise authority, direction, and
control over the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness).

Daniel Feehan (Performing the Duties Of)........................ 15 November 2015-20 January 2017
Elizabeth Van Winkle (Performing the Duties Of).............. 20 January 2017-9 November 2017
Veronica B. Daigle (ACting).......ccceeeeeeevereneeieiereseeeeienans 9 November 2017-27 April 2018
Veronica B. Daigle (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 27 April 2018—4 September 2018
VACANE ...ttt sttt 4 September 201827 June 2019
Veronica B. Daigle ........occvovieiiiiieieeeeeceeeeeee 27 June 2019-31 January 2020
Thomas A. Constable (ACtiNg)........cecerereeeerierieneeeeieeesee e 1 February 2020-29 July 2021
Shawn SKeILY ....cc.oveeieieieeeeceeeeeeeeee s 29 July 2021-20 January 2025
Peter Belk (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccoecvevenennee. 11 September 2023-20 January 2025
Jules W. Hurst III (Performing the Duties Of)............ccccvenneeee. 22 January 2025-16 July 2025
Peter Belk (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccevevveieieiennne. 16 July 2025-23 February 2026
Maurice TOAd ......cceovieiieiieieeeeeeeee e 23 February 2026—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Readiness)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Peter Belk (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccevevvenennee. 5 September 2025-23 February 2026
Maurice TOdd .......ccoovieiiieiieiieieceeeee e 23 February 2026—Present
Science and Technology

Section 901(b) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
increased the authorized number of Assistant Secretaries to 19. The Deputy Secretary of Defense
established the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Mission Capabilities in a memorandum of 12 July
2023. The Assistant Secretary is under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of
Defense (Research and Engineering) as the principal adviser for mission engineering analysis of
disruptive technologies and concepts that improve U.S. warfighting capabilities. The Assistant
Secretary oversees and advocates for joint mission engineering; analyzes recommended technologies
that eliminate or disrupt adversary kill chains; and oversees and advocates for new methods, policies,
and alternate acquisition pathways to move innovative technologies and prototypes from the
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laboratory to the field.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Science and Technology)

Steven Wax (Performing the Duties Of).........cccoovevveciieieeiennnne. 24 July 2023—-12 March 2024
APTille J. ETICSSON......iiuiiiiiiiieiieieieceeeee e 12 March 2024-20 January 2025
Michael J. Holthe (ACtING).....cccccvvvrierierieeieieiereeeee e 22 January 2025-18 August 2025
Michael J. Holthe (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 18 August 2025—-1 December 2025
Jacob Glassman (Performing the Duties OF).................. 1 December 2025-23 December 2025
JOSEPh JEWEIL ..o 23 December 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Science and Technology)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Michael J. Holthe (Performing the Duties Of) .................. 5 September 2025—-1 December 2025

Jacob Glassman (Performing the Duties Of)................... 1 December 2025-23 December 2025

JOSEP JEWEIL ... 23 December 2025—Present
Space Policy

Position established by the United States Space Force Act (Subtitle D of the National Defense
Authorization Act for FY 2020, PL 116-92, 20 December 2019) and implemented by the 29 October
2020 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum. Reporting through the Under Secretary of Defense
(Policy), the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Space Policy) represents the Secretary of Defense in
interagency deliberations and international discussions on space-related matters and develops,
coordinates, and oversees implementation of U.S. government and Department of Defense policy on
space and space warfighting.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Space Policy)

Justin Johnson (Performing the Duties Of) ........................... 29 October 202020 January 2021
John Hill (Performing the Duties Of) ..........ccecveveveriecieieienens 20 January 2021-7 March 2022
JOhN PIUMD ..o 7 March 2022—-19 May 2024
Vipin Narang (ACtING)......c.ccceeeerierierieenieeieeieeeeseeseesreeseene e 19 May 2024-10 August 2024
John Hill (ACHtING) ....ccvieiiiiiieiieieeieeteceee et 10 August 2024—-11 August 2024
John Hill (Performing the Duties Of) ........ccccccvevievieiiieciieieeiee, 11August 20242 June 2025
Robert Brose (Performing the Duties Of)..........ccccoveviveciieieennnenne. 2 June 2025-5 January 2026
MarC BErKOWILZ .......coveeiieiieiiciecieceeeeeee et 5 January 2026—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Space Policy)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.
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Robert Brose (Performing the Duties Of)..........c.cccvecvenennnee. 5 September 2025-5 January 2026
Marc BETKOWILZ .......cccveieiieiieieieseeeeee et 5 January 2026—Present

Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities

A 9 January 2015 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum established the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities) in accordance with section 906 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, as amended, PL 111-84, 28 October 2009, which
eliminated all non-presidentially appointed, Senate-confirmed Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense.
The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities) replaced and assumed the
responsibilities of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Forces). The Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities) gained responsibility for advising the
Secretary of Defense and the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) on the development of national
security and defense strategy, military planning, budgeting, and various force development, force
management, and corporate processes. This position also assumed responsibility for security
cooperation and nuclear and missile defense policy missions that were previously managed by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/ Low-Intensity Conflict) and Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Global Strategic Affairs).

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities)

RODbErt SCher ..o 9 January 2015-20 January 2017
Thomas Harvey (ACtNg).......cceeeeeevierieneeieierieseeeeiee e 20 January 2017-30 August 2018
James H. ANdETSON .........ccveierierieeieieeseeeeee e 30 August 2018-20 July 2019
Victorino Mercado (Performing the Duties Of) .........ccccceecvevennenne. 20 July 20192 March 2020
James H. ANdETSON .........ocveieriiriieieieieeeeee e 3 February 2020—8 June 2020
Victorino Mercado..........cecveriereeeeieieseeeeieese e 8 June 2020-20 January 2021
Melissa G. Dalton (ACtNG) ......cceeveeerierierieieiereeeeeeseesieeens 20 January 2021-17 August 2021
Mara Karlin.........cocoeeieiiiiinieiieieeeceeseeeee e 17 August 2021-20 December 2023
Melissa G. Dalton (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 23 August 2021-14 February 2022
Madeline Mortelmans (Performing the Duties Of) ...................... 4 January 2023-24 April 2023
Madeline Mortelmans (Performing the Duties Of) ................. 18 July 2023-20 December 2023
Madeline Mortelmans (ACting)..........ccceeevereereeseenieesieneennnnn. 21 December 2023—19 July 2024
Madeline Mortelmans (Performing the Duties Of)...................... 19 July 2024-20 January 2025
Austin J. Dahmer (Performing the Duties Of)......................... 22 January 2025—15 March 2025
Madeline Mortelmans (ACtiNg).......c.cccevveervereenieerieeieeiesieenneenne 15 March 2025-21 April 2025
Rafael Leonardo (Performing the Duties Of)........cccceeviiriinienieniieiennn, 21 April 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Rafael Leonardo (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 5 September 2025-8 October 2025
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Assistant Secretary of War (Strategy, Plans, and Forces)

An 8 October 2025 memorandum from the Director of Administration and Management redesignated
the position as the Assistant Secretary of War (Strategy, Plans and Forces).

Rafael Leonardo (Performing the Duties Of).........cccccovieviieciieiieiennne. 8 October 2025—Present
Sustainment

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000, PL 106-65, 5 October 1999, created the
position of Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and Materiel Readiness as a second Deputy
Under Secretary reporting to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics).
Congress intended to emphasize the importance of these functions by making this position the top
adviser to the Secretary of Defense and the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology,
and Logistics) on logistics and materiel readiness issues.

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Logistics and Materiel Readiness)

Roger W. KallocK .......cccueeiinieniiiieiiciecieceeeeeee e 15 September 2000—19 January 2001
VACANT ......iitiiiieiieietetee ettt ettt ettt st se s s 20 January 2001-17 July 2001
Diane MOTales.........coovieiieieeiiciieieeieeie ettt 17 July 2001-2 January 2004
VACANL ...ttt 2 January 2004—1 February 2004
Bradely Berkson (AcCtiNg) .......cccecveevievieininieieenieieeeesieeeeeenenes 1 February 2004—8 August 2005
Phillip Jackson Bell ...........cccooeoiieiiiiiiiiicicececeeeeee e 8 August 200528 April 2009

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Logistics and Materiel Readiness)

Position retitled from Deputy Under Secretary of Defense to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Logistics
and Materiel Readiness) by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, PL 111-84,
28 October 2009, as part of an overall effort to limit the number of Deputy Under Secretary positions.

AlaN F. EStEVEZ ..ot 8 August 2011-29 October 2013
Paul D. Peters (ACtING) ....ccccveiereieieriieieirieieeeeee e 30 October 2013—16 December 2015
David J. Berteau .........ccccovevieiienenieieeeeeeeeeeee e 16 December 2015-26 March 2016
VACANE ......iotiieeieiieteecttetete ettt ettt be b e b sse e esesseneas 27 March 201620 July 2016
Kristin French (ActiNg) ......ocvevvieiieieeienieieeieeeeeee e 20 July 2016—16 October 2016

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Sustainment)

As part of the restructuring of the acquisition, technology, and logistics functions as mandated by
section 901 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 23
December 2016, the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense for Logistics and Materiel Readiness
was replaced with the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense for Sustainment.

Robert H. McMahon..........ccccovieiiieiieiiciesececieeeeeeee 17 October 2018-22 November 2019
Peter Potochney (AcCting) .......cccccvecvevveneneeienieneeeeeese e 23 November 2019—-30 March 2020
William Jordan Gillis...........cceeererieienieneeieieeeceeeee e 30 March 2020-20 January 2021
Paul D. Cramer (Performing the Duties Of)..........cccceecveeenneee. 20 January 2021-2 August 2021
Steven J. Morani (ACHNE) .....ccevverveeeeieierieeeeieiese e 2 August 2021-25 May 2022
Christopher Lowman..........cccccoeveievienieneeieieeceeeeee e 25 May 2022-30 September 2024
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Steven J. Morani (ACHNG) .....ccevvevveeierierierieeerierie e 30 September 202428 July 2025

Leigh E. Method (ACtiNg) .....ccvevvereieeieieiereeeeeeieeeeeeee e 28 July 2025-26 May 2026

Brian BirdWell ........cooioiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 26 May 2026—Present
Assistant Secretary of War (Sustainment)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Leigh E. Method (ACting) ......cceevvieieeienienieieeiecieeee e 5 September 2025-26 May 2026
Brian BirdWell .........ooioiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e 26 May 2026—Present
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VIII. Principal Staff Assistants

The following positions report directly to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense and include
Office of the Secretary of Defense Directors or equivalents. The position descriptions note whether
the post is presidentially appointed, Senate-confirmed (PAS), or a Secretary of Defense appointment
that does not require Senate confirmation.

Administration

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara established the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Administration) on 1 July 1964. DoD Directive 5110.1, 11 July 1964, outlined
the new Assistant Secretary’s responsibilities as the principal staff assistant for administration,
management, and organization.

N 10 TS & 10) 4 20U 1 July 1964-29 January 1969
Robert F. FroehlKe .........ccccvevieiiiiieieeeeceeeeeeee e 30 January 1969-30 June 1971
David O. Cooke (ACtING) ..ccveeeeieieieeeieieieneeeeeeee e 30 June 1971-3 November 1971

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration)

By administration action, Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird redesignated the position of Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Administration) as the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Intelligence) on 3
November 1971. The administrative functions of the former assistant secretary position were
transferred to the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and placed under a Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Administration.

David O. COOKE ......cooieiieiieiiciecieceeeee e 4 November 1971-23 May 1988
Director of Administration and Management

DoD Directive 5105.53, 24 May 1988, established the office of the Director of Administration and
Management to coordinate Department-wide administrative and organizational matters. This position
also functioned as the Director of Washington Headquarters Services, established by DoD Directive
5110.4, 1 October 1977. The dual roles lasted until January 2004 when the Director of Washington
Headquarters Services became a separate position.

David O. COOKE ......occvieiiiieiieieeieeeeteee et 24 May 1988-22 June 2002
Raymond F. DuBois (Assumed Duties).........c.ccceeeveevereenieenennne. 1 October 2002—18 June 2003
Raymond F. DUBOIS .......cccoecieieiiieieeeeeeeee e 18 June 2003—1 May 2005
Michael B. DONIEY.......cccoccvvieieiiieieieieeeeeee e 9 May 2005-21 June 2008
Michael L. Rhodes (ACting)......c.ccceeeeierieriirieieienieeeeeeeesie e 21 June 2008-25 March 2010
Michael L. Rhodes..........ccceoveiiinieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 25 March 2010-11 July 2014

Director of Administration

After an Office of the Secretary of Defense organizational review, the Deputy Secretary of Defense,
in an 11 July 2014 memorandum, consolidated the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Intelligence
Oversight) and the Director of Administration and Management into the Office of the Deputy Chief
Management Officer. The Director for Administration and Management became Director of
Administration, a career-reserved Senior Executive Service position reporting to the Deputy Chief
Management Officer. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, signed into law
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on 23 December 2016, disestablished the Deputy Chief Management Officer and created the Chief
Management Officer.

Michael L. Rhodes........ccccuerieniieiieiieiecieececece e 11 July 2014-25 January 2019
Sajeel Ahmed (ACHING) ...c.eccveeierieieeieeieceereee e 25 January 2019-12 December 2019
Thomas Muir (ACHNG).......cccueeeerierieeiieieeie e eie e 19 December 2019—11 January 2021

Director of Administration and Management

The William M. “Mac” Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, PL 116-
283, 1 January 2021, disestablished the Chief Management Officer. As part of the redistribution of the
Chief Management Officer’s duties, the Deputy Secretary of Defense issued an 11 January 2021 memo
reestablishing the Office of the Director of Administration and Management. The Director of
Administration and Management acquired the Directorates for Oversight and Compliance, and
Administration and Organizational Policy, which had been part of the Office of the Chief Management
Officer. The Director of Administration and Management regained direction and control over the
Washington Headquarters Services and the Pentagon Force Protection Agency. The Deputy Secretary
of Defense’s memo also stated that DoD Directive 5105.53, published in February 2008 and outlining
the Director of Administration and Management’s roles and responsibilities, remained in effect as the
chartering directive.

Thomas Muir (INteTim).........ccceeeeievieriereeieiere e 11 January 2021-3 May 2021
Michael B. DONIEY........cccccvevierieieieiereeeeeieeeeee e 3 May 2021-1 September 2023
Sajeel Ahmed (ACting) ......cccoveveeeveieniirieeieiee e 1 September 2023—14 September 2023
Jennifer C. Walsh ........cccooeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 15 September 2023—11 May 2025
RODETt G. SALESSES ...eevviveeeieiieiieiieiteiese ettt se e 12 May 2025—Present

Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer

Section 238(b) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2018, PL 115-
232, 13 August 2018, mandated that the Secretary of Defense designate a senior official with principal
responsibility for coordinating activities relating to the development and demonstration of artificial
intelligence and machine learning for the department. An 8 December 2021 memorandum from the
Deputy Secretary of Defense directed that the new position of Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence
Officer be established effective 1 February 2022. The position and the Office of the Chief Digital and
Artificial Intelligence Officer became fully operational on 1 June 2022. The Chief Digital and Artificial
Intelligence Officer serves as the principal staff assistant for accelerating the Department of Defense’s
adoption of data, analytics, and artificial intelligence, and as the intervening supervisor between the
Defense Digital Service and the Offices of the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense consistent
with DoD Directive 5105.87, 5 January 2017.

Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer

John Sherman (ACting)........ccoceveeiecierenieieeere e 4 February 2022—6 June 2022
Craig Martell..........coouveiieiieieieeceeeee et 6 June 2022-9 April 2024
Radha PIumb........cccooiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 9 April 202420 January 2025
Margaret Palmieri (ACtiNg) .....cccoeeeveeerieeriieieeieeieeeesieeie e 20 January 202521 April 2025
Douglas Matty ........ccceeeuieienienieieeieeiecee e 21 April 2025-17 December 2025
Andrew Mapes (ACtING).....cccueeverierieniieieeieeeeeee e 17 December 2025—12 January 2026
Cameron Stanley ........cccveviieciieiieeieiierieie et 12 January 2026—Present
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Chief Information Officer

Chief Information Officer

The Information Technology Management Reform Act of 1996 (passed as part of the NDAA for FY
1996, PL 104-106) created the position of Chief Information Officer. In 2003 the newly designated
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Networks and Information Integration (see entry in part X; Former
and Disestablished Positions; Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence) assumed the
duties of the Defense Department’s chief information officer. An 11 January 2012 memorandum
signed by the Deputy Secretary of Defense abolished the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Networks and Information Integration). Its authorities, responsibilities, personnel, and resources were
transferred to the now-reinstituted position of Chief Information Officer, which initially did not
require Senate confirmation. DoD Directive 5144.02, issued 22 April 2013, authorized the Chief
Information Officer as a principal staff assistant to the Secretary of Defense, and gave the Secretary
appointment authority. Section 909 of the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2018, PL
115-91, amended United States Code Title 10, section 142(a) by requiring the Chief Information
Officer to be appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Terry HalVOrSen ......c.cocvieiieiiieiieieeieeeeteeee e 21 May 2014-28 February 2017
John Zangardi (ACtiNG) ......cccevvevveeieieienieeeeeeeese e 1 March 2017-9 December 2017
Essye B. Miller (ACtING) .....ccecververeieieieieceeeeeesie e 10 December 2017—-6 May 2018
Dana DEaSY ......cceevuieriiiiieiieieeieet et 7 May 2018-20 January 2021
John Sherman (AcCting).......cccevverieniienieenieeieeeeeeereeseeene 20 January 2021-16 September 2021
Kelly Fletcher (Performing the Duties Of).................... 16 September 2021-17 December 2021
John Sherman .........ccoccooieiiiiiieiceee e 17 December 2021-1 July 2024
Leslie Beavers (ACtING)......ccvcveieriereeieieiesieeeeeeienee e 1 July 20243 March 2025
Katie Arrington (Performing the Duties Of) ......................... 3 March 2025-23 December 2025
Kiarsten DavVIes .....cc.cecvieiieieriieiieieeieceecie ettt e 23 December 2025—Present

Defense Innovation Unit

Director of Defense Innovation Unit Experimental

Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter established the position in August 2015 to lead the Defense
Innovation Unit Experimental (DIUx) in its mission to improve DoD access to cutting-edge
commercial technologies and technical talent. The Director reported to the Under Secretary of Defense
(Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics) through the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and
Engineering).

George DUChak .........c.ocveieiiiiieeeeeeeee e 5 August 201511 May 2016

Managing Partner

DoD Directive 5105.85, 5 July 2016, placed the DIUx under the authority, direction, and control of
the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense and redesignated the Director as Managing Partner
appointed by the Secretary of Defense. A Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum dated 3 August
2018 renamed DIUx as the Defense Innovation Unit. DoD Directive 5105.85, 23 November 2018,
placed the agency and the Managing Partner under the authority, direction, and control of the newly
established Under Secretary of Defense (Research & Engineering), who gained authority to appoint
the Managing Partner.

Raj Shah....ccoooiiieee e 11 May 201622 February 2018
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Sean Heritage (ACtNG) .....cccveveeverierieieierieeeeeeeerie e 22 February 201824 September 2018

Michael BrOWn ........c.cceeieieienieeeeieeseeeeeee e 24 September 2018-2 September 2022
Mike Madsen (ACHNE) ....ccceeverieriierieeieeieeieee et 2 September 2022—4 April 2023
Director

A Secretary of Defense memorandum dated 4 April 2023 reverted the DIU and the Managing Partner,
renamed Director, to report directly to the Secretary of Defense. The Under Secretary of Defense
(Research & Engineering) retained all organizational and management responsibilities assigned to that
office by the 2018 Directive. Section 913 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024, Public Law 118-31, 22 December 2023, codified the Defense Innovation Unit and mandated the
appointment of a Director by the Secretary of Defense to serve as a principal staff assistant to the
Secretary of Defense on all matters related to the responsibilities of the agency.

Douglas BECK.......oooviiieieieieeceeeeeeee e 4 April 2023-25 August 2025
Emil Michael (ACHNE)......ccccevuereeieieieeieieieseeeeeee e 25 August 2025-2 March 2026
OWEN WESL..cniiiiiieeiieeeese ettt et ae e et e s be e s saeesaaesseeenseennes 2 March 2026—Present

Operational Test and Evaluation

Position established by the Department of Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1984, PL 98-94,
24 September 1983, and by DoD Directive 5141.2, 2 April 1984. The Director is the principal staff
assistant and adviser to the Secretary of Defense on operational and live fire test and evaluation matters.
The Director is responsible for issuing test and evaluation policies and procedures, providing
independent assessments and budgetary recommendations to the Secretary of Defense, and reviewing
and analyzing the results of tests and evaluations conducted for each major DoD acquisition program.

Director of Operational Test and Evaluation

JOhN E. KNGS ...oviiiiiieiiceeeeeeee et 18 April 1985-30 June 1989
Charles E. Adolph (Performing the Duties Of)....................... 12 July 1989-22 November 1989
Robert C. DUNCAN ........ocveeeieieieieeeeeeieeeeeee e 22 November 1989-20 January 1993
Lee H. Frame (AcCting) .......ccoecvevvevereeieienieeeeeeeeie e, 21 January 1993-30 September 1994
Philip E. Coyle IL......c.ccooieieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 3 October 1994—19 January 2001
Lee H. Frame (ACHNG)......ccocecvrieerieieinieeieeceie et 20 January 2001-17 July 2001
Thomas P. ChriStie.......c.ccouieiiiiieierieieeieeieeeeeeeee e 17 July 2001-31 January 2005
David W. Duma (ACHNE) ...cceevvierrieiieieeieeieeeesie e 1 February 2005-26 July 2006
Charles E. MCQUEATY ........cccvevuieiiieiieiieieeeeeeesie et sve e 27 July 2006-31 May 2009
David W. Duma (ACtiNG) ...ccveevveeieeieeeienieerieeieeie e 1 June 2009-22 September 2009
J. Michael GIImMOTe .......c.cccveeiiiieniiiieieeieeeceeeeee e 23 September 200920 January 2017
David W. Duma (AcCtiNg) .....cceovvevrievuieieeieeieeeeeeeesieeveene 20 January 2017-16 November 2017
Robert F. Behler.......cccoooviviiiiiiiieicececeeeeee 16 November 2017-20 January 2021
Raymond D. O'Toole (ACtiNg) .......ccceeeveeierveneenieereeienen. 20 January 2021-20 December 2021
Nikolas H. GUertin..........ccoceeeeevienenenieieeeeceeeeee 20 December 2021-20 December 2023
Raymond D. O’ Toole (ACtING) .....ccceevverrieriieiieieeieeieeeeeeene 20 December 2023—8 April 2024
Douglas C. Schmidt...........cooeeviiiiiiiiinieieeeeeee e 8 April 202420 January 2025

VIII. Principal Staff Assistants



Raymond D. O’Toole (ACHNG) ...cceeverreierieeieieiereeeeeeeee e 22 January 2025-27 May 2025

Carroll P. Quade (Performing the Duties Of)........cccccoecveveciennnnen. 27 May 2025-23 March 2026
Amy E. HENNINGET .......ccviiiieiieiieiieieeieeeeeeeese e 23March 2026—Present
Public Affairs

Assistant to the Secretary (Office of Public Information)

Position was established by the Secretary of Defense on 2 July 1948.

Harold B. HINtON ....cvieiiiiiiiieeececeeeeeeee e 19 July 1948-12 March 1949
WIHAM FIY@ .ot 12 March 1949-31 March 1949

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Director, Office of Public Information)

The Secretary of Defense established position of Director for the Office of Public Information on 31
March 1949.

WilHAM FIY@..ooiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 31 March 1949-19 February 1950
Osgood Roberts (ACHING).....c.covevveevieeierienieieeie e 20 February 1950-24 January 1951
Clayton FritChey .....cccocvieeiieiieieceeieceeeeeecteseee e 25 January 1951-1 June 1952
Andrew H. Berding ..........ccoocveviinieniieiiciieeeceeeeeee e 1 July 195221 September 1953

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative and Public Affairs)

Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, increased the number of Assistant Secretaries of Defense
and authorized an Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative and Public Affairs). DoD Directive
5122.1, 22 September 1953, transferred functions, personnel and records of legislative offices and the
Office of Public Information under the direction and control of the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Legislative and Public Affairs).

Frederick A. Seaton ..........cccecveeievieniienieeieeieceeceeeeiens 15 September 1953-20 February 1955
Robert Tripp ROSS....cccveviieieieieieeceeeeee e 15 March 1955-20 February 1957
MUITAY SNYAET ... 21 March 1957-10 August 1957

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)

DoD Directive 5105.13, 10 August 1957, abolished the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative and
Public Affairs) and divided and transferred its functions between the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Public Affairs) and Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs). See Section VII, Assistant
Secretaries of Defense, Legislative Affairs.

MUITAY SNYAET ......ieeieieieeiieieieeee et 10 August 195720 January 1961
ATThUL SYIVESTET.....ovieeieeieieeieeeee e 29 January 1961-3 February 1967
Philip G. Goulding...........cceevvieienienieiieiecieeieeeeceeeeiens 28 February 1967-20 January 1969
Daniel Z. Henkin (ACtINg) .....cccvevrvevuieiiieiieieeieseeseeie e 20 January 1969-25 May 1969
Daniel Z. Henkin ..........ccoccvevieiiieiiieiicieeeeeieeeee e 25 May 1969-20 January 1973
Jerry W. Friedheim (ACtING) ......oovvevvieiiieiieiieiecieceeieeie e 20 January 1973—13 April 1973
Jerry W. Friedheim .........cccooieiiiiiiniiieicecececeeeeee 13 April 1973-20 September 1974
William Beecher (Acting) ......ccoevveevevvenienieeieeieeieeene 21 September 1974—11 February 1975
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Joseph Laitin........ccccveviirieieieeeeceee e 12 February 1975—-19 December 1975

William [ GIeener JT......ccoeveieieriireeieieeeeeeeee e 21 December 1975-31 July 1976
M. Alan WOOdS.......cooieiieiieiicieceeeeteee e 6 August 1976-21 January 1977
VACANE ......iotiieiietiietceeteee ettt a e enas 21 January 1976—7 March 1976
Thomas B. ROSS ......cccuiiiiiiiiieiiciecieceeeeeee et 7 March 1977-20 January 1981
John Goldsmith (ACtiNG) ......ccceeveieirierieiriiieieeeeee e 21 January 1981-22 May 1981
Henry E. Catto Jr...cccvveiieieeeeeeeceeee e 22 May 1981-16 September 1983
Benjamin Welles (ACtINg) ......cceevuevierienienieiieieeieeenne 17 September 1983—1 November 1983
Mary Lou Sheils (ACtING) ..ccveevveeieeieeieciienieeieeieeieeeene 2 November 1983-22 November 1983
Michael I. Burch.........ccccooiiiiiiniieeee e 23 November 1983-22 June 1985
Fred Hoffman (AcCting).......cccoevveviieieiienieieeeeeeeeee e 23 June 1985—1 October 1985
Robert B. SIMS......c.cooviiieiieiiciecieceeeeee e 18 October 1985-20 September 1987
Fred Hoffman (Acting).......ccceevevieviieciieieeieeeeceeeeienee. 21 September 19872 February 1988
J. Daniel HOWard ..........cccccovieienienieieieeseeeeee e 3 February 1988-21 March 1989
Louis A. WIlHAmS .....coviiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e 22 May 1989-20 January 1993

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Les Aspin changed the title of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Public Affairs) to the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) on 22 January
1993. DoD Directive 5122.5, 2 December 1993, described the responsibilities and mission.

Vernon A. GUIAry Jr.....oooeieieiiieeeeeeeeeee e 22 January 1993—-18 July 1993
Kathleen deLaski.........cccoevverienieniieiieiecieceeeee e 19 July 1993-5 August 1994
VaCANL ..ot 6 August 1994-20 September 1994
Kenneth H. Bacon ...........cccoeovieiiiiiniciiceceeieeeeceeeens 20 September 199429 March 1996

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, PL 103-337, 5 October 1994, increased
the number of Assistant Secretaries from 10 to 11. The position subsequently reverted to the title
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) on 29 March 1996 through DoD Directive 5122.5.

Kenneth H. Bacon ........ccocveivievieniieiceeeceeee e 29 March 1996-19 January 2001
Clifford Bernath (Performing the Duties Of)...........cccccvevrrenennnnee. 20 January 2001-22 May 2001
Victoria Clarke........c.ooveeveeieieiesieeeeee et 22 May 2001-20 June 2003
VaACANT ...ttt 21 June 2003—-10 August 2003
Lawrence Di Rita (AcCting).......cccoeeveeiecienieneneeieieeeeene 10 August 2003—22 September 2005
VACANL ...ttt 23 September 2005—5 January 2006
J. Dorrance SMith .........ccoocveviiiiiiiiieiicieeeeee e 5 January 200620 January 2009
Price Floyd (Performing the Duties Of).........c.cccceeveueennenne. 21 January 2009-10 February 2010
Douglas B. WilSON.......cccoccviiiiiienieieciecieeeeeeeeeee e 11 February 2010-31 March 2012
George Little (ACHNEZ) c..ccvveevieiieiieieeieeieeere ettt 1 April 2012—-8 October 2012
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Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)

A 9 October 2012 memorandum from the Secretary of Defense retitled the position to Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs). Appointed by the Secretary of Defense, the officeholder serves
as the Secretary’s principal adviser for strategic communications, community engagement, media
relations, and visual information.

GeOorge Little .oovvieieiieiieiececeeeeeeeee e 9 October 2012—15 November 2013
VaCANE ..ot 16 November 2013—-18 December 2014
Brent Colburn .........oocvveiieieiieieececeeeeeeeee e 18 December 201420 January 2017
Capt. Jeff Davis (ACHNG)......cccoevueeeerieieinieieeeeieeee e 20 January 2017-5 April 2017
Dana W. WHhIte........cccoieviiiiieiecieeeeee e 5 April 2017-31 December 2018
Charles E. Summers Jr. (ACtING)....c.ccvverieviieiieieeieceeeeieeie e 1 January 2019-15 April 2019
Jonathan Hoffman ...........ccccevieiininieieeceeeeeee 15 April 2019-20 January 2021
Rear Adm. John Kirby, USN.......cccoooviiriieiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 20 January 2021-5 June 2022
Gordon Trowbridge (ACtING) .....ccceeeeceereerieeeeieieeeeeee e 6 June 2022-9 September 2022
Christopher Meagher............cccovvvvveienieieieeeeceee 9 September 202220 January 2025
Jonathan L. Ullyot (ACtiNg) ......cceeveveierieneeieiereeeeeeee e 20 January 2025-3 February 2025
Sean Parnell .........ccooveieiiiieiceee e 3 February 2025—Present

Assistant to the Secretary of War (Public Affairs)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant to the
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Sean Parnell ..........coocveieiiieieieeceeeeee s 5 September 2025—Present
Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict

The creation of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict) was
mandated by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1987, PL 99-661, 14 November
1986, and officially established by DoD Directive 5138.3 on 4 January 1988. The Assistant Secretary
of Defense originally reported to the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy).

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict)

Charles S. WhitehousSe..........cccovieieierieniieeeieieeseee e 13 July 1988-12 July 1989
Seth Cropsey (ACHNEZ) ...c.vecveeierieriieieeieete et esre e aeeee e 13 July 1989-18 October 1989
James R. LOCheT ......ccoooiiiiiiieiicceceecee e, 19 October 1989—19 January1993
Alberto R. Coll (ACtiNg)......ccoevveeeeerierieieiiieieeeeeeeerevenens 20 January 1993—18 November 1993
H. Allen HOIMES ......coooieeiiiiieiiciececeeeeeeeeee e 18 November 1993-30 April 1999
Brian E. Sheridan..........ccocooiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeeceeeeeeee e 7 May 1999—12 January 2001
Thomas W. O’Connell..........ccccceevieiiiiciieiiniecieceeeee e 25 July 2003—-17 April 2007
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Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and
Interdependent Capabilities)

Position renamed Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and
Interdependent Capabilities) as part of the reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense (Policy) announced in September 2006. Major responsibilities of the office were realigned to
include strategic capabilities, force transformation, and major budget programs, in addition to special
operations and low-intensity conflict.

Michael G. VICKETS......ccieiieiieieiieieieeieeteete et 23 July 2007-17 March 2011
Michael Lumpkin (ACting) ......cccoveeeveecieeienienienieeieeveeee e 18 March 2011-21 October 2011

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict)

The title reverted to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict)
with Change 2 to DoD Directive 5110.10, dated 21 October 2011. Assisted the Under Secretary of
Defense (Policy) in developing policy and plans for low-intensity conflict activities and special
operations, including civil affairs and psychological operations.

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 23 December 2016,
mandated that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict
report directly to the Secretary of Defense. An 18 November 2020 memorandum by the Acting
Secretary of Defense implemented the law, and designated the ASD as the principal staff assistant to
the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense for special operations policy and administration. This
memorandum also removed the ASD from the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) and
enhanced the ASD’s roles and responsibilities. The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special
Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict exercises authority, direction, and control over administrative
matters relating to the organization, training, and equipping of special operations forces, and has a
budgetary role and responsibility similar to those of the Secretaries of the Military Departments.

Michael Lumpkin (Acting) .......ccccceveeeeveriereeeeieieneeneenns 21 October 2011-19 December 2011
Michael G. Sheehan............ccocvvveeieieieiceeeeen 20 December 2011-25 August 2013
VaCANT ..ottt 25 August 2013—-19 November 2013
Michael LumpKin ........cccoeeviiiiiiinienieecieeieeieeee e 19 November 2013-26 July 2015
Theresa Whelan (ACHNG) ......cocvervieiiieiiieieeieeieceeseee e 26 July 2015-30 May 2017
Caryn Hollis (Performing the Duties Of).........ccccovvvviieciieveneennnne. 30 May 2017—-1 August 2017
Mark E. Mitchell (ACting).......c.cccvevierieniiecieeiieieriesieeieenns 2 August 2017-20 December 2017
OWEN O. WESL....coiiiiiiiiiieeieeteee e 20 December 2017-22 June 2019
Mark E. Mitchell (ACting)......cccceevveeveeierienieiieieeieeeeeee e 23 June 2019—1 November 2019
Thomas Alexander (ACtiNg) .......ccecveeeereereenieerieereeeeseeenes 2 November 2019-20 January 2020
Thomas Alexander (Performing the Duties Of)............ccccueneeee. 21 January 2020-18 June 2020
Christopher C. Miller (Performing the Duties Of)......................... 19 June 2020—7 August 2020
Ezra Cohen (ACtING).....c.ccvvevvieiieiiieieeiesieeieeieeee e 10 August 2020—4 December 2020
Joseph Tonon (ACtiNg) .....coceevveevieeiieieeierienieere e 4 December 2020-20 January 2021
Joseph McMenamin (Performing the Duties Of).................... 20 January 2021-12 August 2021
Christopher Maier.........cccceviiiieieieieeeeeeee e 12 August 2021-20 January 2025
Colby C. Jenkins (Performing the Duties Of) ..........cccoc........ 22 January 2025-25 August 2025
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Richard Tilley (ACtING) ...c.eceeeeeieierieeieieieseeeeee e 25 August 2025-29 December 2025
DEITICK ANAEISON ..o e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaes 29 December 2025—Present

Assistant Secretary of War (Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch.

Richard Tilley (ACtiNg) ......cccvevveeiieieeiieierieeieeee e, 5 September 2025-29 December 2025
Derrick ANAEISON .....ccooeueiiiiieceiieeeeeeee ettt e aee e e 29 December 2025—Present

Strategic Capabilities Office
Director, Strategic Capabilities Office

Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter established the Strategic Capabilities Office in August
2012 with a Director designated to report directly to the Secretary of Defense. DoD Directive 5105.86,
14 November 2016, codified the Director as the Principal Staff Assistant and adviser to the Secretary
of Defense and Deputy Secretary of Defense. It assigned the Director responsibility for identifying,
analyzing, and testing new and unconventional uses of existing technologies to augment efforts within
the Defense Department to expedite the fielding of systems designed to counter emerging threats. The
Director was under the authority, direction and control of the Secretary of Defense and reported
directly to the Deputy Secretary of Defense.

A 13 July 2018 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum reorganized the Defense Department’s
acquisition structure as mandated by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017,
PL 114-328, 23 December 2016, as amended by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017. The 13 July memorandum placed SCO and its Director
under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering, effective 25 June 2018.

An 18 December 2019 Secretary of Defense memorandum and section 233 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, PL 116-92, 20 December 2019, realigned the SCO Director’s
reporting authority to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, although for administrative purposes it
remained in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering.

A 6 January 2025 Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum removed SCO from the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering and designated the SCO Director as a
Principal Staff Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, under the authority, direction, and control of the
Deputy Secretary of Defense. SCO gained independent responsibility for its own administration and
management within the Office of the Secretary of Defense. The Director’s responsibilities assigned
by DoD Directive 5105.86, 14 November 2016, remain in effect.

William B. ROPET.....ccoooiiiiiiiiieiieeceeeeeeee e August 2012—1 February 2018
Sharon Beerman Curtin (ACting) .......c.eceveeeeveriereeeeierieneennes 1 February 2018-2 August 2018
Christopher Shank ...........cccccoiivieiieiereeeeeee e 2 August 2018-14 June 2019
David HONEY (ACHNE) ....ccvveeeieeiieeieierieeeeieiesie e 18 June 2019-21 January 2020
JAY DITYET ettt st 21 January 2020—Present
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IX. Former and Disestablished Positions

This section includes positions that have been abolished and those that were once ranked at an Assistant
Secretary or Director level but have since had their rank reduced.

Civil Defense

Reorganization Plan Number 1 of 1958, 1 July 1958, transferred to the President the civil defense
functions formerly assigned to the Federal Civil Defense Administration. The President delegated these
functions to the Secretary of Defense by Executive Order 10952, 20 July 1961. Position created 31
August 1961 and abolished 1 April 1964. The Office of Civil Defense moved to the Secretary of the
Army in 1964. The Defense Civil Preparedness Agency then assumed responsibility for civil defense.
When Reorganization Plan Number 3, 19 June 1978, led to the dissolution of this agency on 15 July
1979, the director of the new Federal Emergency Management Agency assumed responsibility for
civil defense.

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Civil Defense)
Steuart L. Pittman..........cccoccevieiiiiieiieiececeeceeeeeee e 20 September 1961—1 April 1964
Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Telecommunications)

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird established the position of Assistant to
the Secretary of Defense (Telecommunications) on 21 May 1970.

Louis A. dEROSA......cooieiieieeeeeeeeeee s 1 August 1970-1 May 1971
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Telecommunications)

Position established on 11 January 1972 by DoD Directive 5135.1 after PL 92-215, 22 December 1971,
authorized an increase in the number of Assistant Secretaries of Defense from eight to nine. This
position replaced the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Telecommunications). DoD Directive
5135.1, 17 January 1974, abolished this position and transferred functions to the Director,
Telecommunications and Command and Control Systems.

Eberhardt Rechtin (ACting) .......ccoeevevverieeeeieieceeeeeee e 14 January 1972—15 February 1972
Eberhardt Rechtin............cccooeveiiinieniiiiiciceceeeee, 15 February 1972-29 September 1973
David L. Solomon (Acting)........cccceeeevveecieecienieneerieeneeenne 30 September 1973—17 January 1974

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)

By administrative action on 3 November 1971, Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird redesignated the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Administration) as the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Intelligence).
On 20 July 1976, the position received an additional designation of Director of Defense Intelligence.
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown abolished the position on 11 March 1977.

Albert C. Hall......c.coioiiiieeeeeeeeee e 9 November 1971-25 March 1976
Director, Telecommunications and Command and Control Systems
Position created by DoD Directive 5135.1, 17 January 1974.

David L. Solomon (ACting)........ccceeeveevereerveneenieeieeeeenenn 17 January 1974—18 February 1974
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Thomas C. Reed........ccoeoveieriieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 19 February 1974-2 January 1976
Richard Shriver..........ccovvieieieneeeeeee e 10 February 197620 January 1977

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications and
Intelligence)

DoD Directive 5137.1, 11 March 1977, replaced both the Director, Telecommunications and Command
and Control Systems and the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)/Director of Defense
Intelligence with the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications and
Intelligence), or ASD(C3I). Effective 21 October 1977, the ASD(C3I) also served as the Principal
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering.

Gerald P. DINNEeN.......cc.oeviiiieieieieieeeeeeeeee e 4 April 1977-20 January 1981

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications, and
Intelligence)

The position of Assistant Secretary of Defense became the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence in March 1981.

Donald C. Latham ...........ccoecevirieieieeeeeeeeceeeee e 26 July 1981-16 August 1984

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications, and
Intelligence)

The Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1984, PL 98-94, 24 September 1983, mandated the
position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence),
as the principal staff officer to the Secretary of Defense for the National Communications System.
Officially reestablished as an Assistant Secretary of Defense by DoD Directive 5137.1, 2 April 1985.
DoD Directive 5137.1, 12 February 1992, set responsibilities for establishing and implementing
information management policies. The ASD(C3I) directed the Defense Information Systems Agency,
the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the Defense Security Service.

Donald C. Latham ...........cceovevieniirieieeeeeeee e 16 August 19846 July 1987
Thomas P. Quinn (ACtING)......ccceveeviieriieieeiieieseesieeie e 18 July 1987-23 May 1988
Gordon A. SMIth.....cccooiiiiiiiicieeeeeee e 24 May 1988—12 May 1989
Thomas P. Quinn (AcCting)........cccceeeveevieeienienienieeieeieeeeeeenn, 13 May 1989-19 November 1989
Duane Andrews ........coeveeienieniieiieieceeeeese et 20 November 1989-20 January 1993
VACANL ...ttt sttt eas 21 January 1993—10 June 1993
Emmett Pai@e Jr....c.ooviiiiieiceceee e 10 June 1993-23 May 1997
Joan A. Dempsey (ACHNEZ) ......cceeerrerieierinieieeeeiereeeereeeeeee et ee e saeseens 23 May 1997-18 July 1997
Anthony M. Valletta (ACtING) .......cccvrveerirreerireieeerieereeeeseereenas 18 July 1997-20 February 1998
Arthur L. Money (Sr. Civilian Official)........c.ccccccvrvrverennene. 20 February 1998-5 October 1999
ATThUT L. MONEY ....oviiieiieieieceeee ettt 5 October 1999—7 April 2001
Linton Wells II (ACtNG) ....ccoeveovereirieiieieiieeieeeee et 8 April 2001-7 August 2001
JOhN P. Stenbit.......ccoeiiiiiiicieeeeeee e 7 August 2001-8 May 2003

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Networks and Information Integration)

On 8 May 2003, the title of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Command, Control, Communications, and
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Intelligence) changed to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Networks and Information Integration). An
11 January 2012 memorandum signed by the Deputy Secretary of Defense abolished the position of
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Networks and Information Integration) and transferred its authorities,
responsibilities, personnel, and resources to the Chief Information Officer.

JOhN P. StenDit.......coviieiecieieeeeeee e 8 May 2003—6 March 2004

Linton Wells IT (ACtNG) ....cooeerieriieieeieeieeeesieeeeie e 6 March 2004—14 November 2005

JON GIIMES ..ot 14 November 2005-30 April 2009

Cheryl RODY (ACHNG) ....ccovieiieieeieeiieieeieeie et 1 May 200926 October 2010

Teresa M. TaKal ......ccueecvieciieiiiieieeieceeee et 26 October 2010-11 January 2012
Management

Deputy Chief Management Officer

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, PL 110-81, 28 January 2008, established
the position as the principal staff assistant to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense for
management and improvement of DoD business operations. DoD Directive 5105.82, 17 October 2008,
officially established the positional responsibilities and functions.

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 26 December 2016,
disestablished the position of Deputy Chief Management Officer, creating the position of Chief
Management Officer in its place. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL
115-91, 21 December 2017, allowed the individual serving as the Deputy Chief Management Officer
to become the Chief Management Officer as of 1 February 2018.

Elizabeth A. MCGrath...........cccooueiiinininiiieieneseeeeeene 22 June 2010-30 November 2013
Kevin Scheid (ACting)......c.oeveveeviieniieiieieeiecieseeeere e 1 December 2013-23 May 2014
David Tillotson IIT (ACtING) ...ccvvevveerieieeiierieieeieeeeeee e 27 May 2014-8 November 2017
John H. Gibson I1.........ccoecvieiiiiiiiiieieiecieeeeeeeeeeeees 8 November 2017—1 February 2018
Lisa W. Hershman ...........cccocceevieiiiiiiieiieieeeeeeeeee e, 3 April 2018—-1 December 2018

Chief Management Officer

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, PL 114-328, 23 December 2016,
established the position as the third-highest ranking civilian in the Department of Defense and the
principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense on all business operations of the Department. The Chief
Management Office had the authority to direct the Secretaries of the military departments and the
heads of all other elements of the Department on matters for which it had responsibility, including
business transformation, business planning and processes, performance management, and business
information technology management and improvement activities.

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, PL 116-283, 1 January 2021,
disestablished the position of Chief Management Officer. The Deputy Secretary of Defense’s 11
January 2021 memorandum realigned the Office of the Chief Management Officer’s responsibilities,
functions, and resources of the Directorate for Oversight and Compliance and the Directorate for
Administration and Organizational Policy to the reestablished position of Director of Administration
and Management.

John H. Gibson IL..........ccoccvevieiieninieieeeeeeeeeeene 1 February 2018-30 November 2018
Lisa W. Hershman (AcCting) .......cccceceevveeieeienienieniecieereeie e 1 December 2018-5 July 2019
Lisa W. Hershman (Performing the Duties Of)............c............ 6 July 2019-30 December 2019
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Lisa W. Hershman ...........ccocevveniinieieniieeeeeeeseeeeene 30 December 2019-19 January 2021
Net Assessment

Director of Net Assessment

Position established in 1973 to serve as the principal staff assistant and adviser to the Secretary and
Deputy Secretary of Defense on net assessment matters. According to Defense Directive 5111.11, the
Director shall develop and coordinate net assessments of the standing, trends, and future prospects
of U.S. military capabilities and military potential in comparison with those of other countries or groups
of countries so as to identify emerging or future threats or opportunities for the United States. By
administrative action, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth disestablished the Office of Net Assessment and the
position of Director on 13 March 2025.

Andrew Marshall ............ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeee, 16 November 1973-5 January 2015

ANdrew May (ACHNE) ..cveecveveeeieieieienieeeetee e 6 January 2015-12 May 2015

James H. BaKeT .......c.ccovviiieieieeeceeeeeeee e 13 May 2015-13 March 2025
Policy and Plans

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Policy and Plans)

Position established by DoD Directive 5111.6, 15 July 1993, and disestablished on 15 March 1994 when
the incumbent left office.

Graham AIlISON........cceeieieieeeecee e 6 August 1993—15 March 1994
Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Intelligence Oversight)

Established by DoD Directive 5148.11, 1 December 1982, to replace the position of Inspector General
for Intelligence, the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Intelligence Oversight reported directly
to the Deputy Secretary of Defense and exercised oversight of all intelligence activities in the
Department of Defense. DoD Directive 5148.11, 21 May 2004, designated this position as a principal
staff assistant and adviser to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense.

In August 2014, as part of the Secretary of Defense’s reorganization efforts, the Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence Oversight’s functions and responsibilities transferred to the
Office of the Deputy Chief Management Officer, and in February 2018, to the Office of the Chief
Management Officer, as the Department of Defense senior intelligence oversight official.

Werner E. MIChEl .....c..ooiiiiiiii e 1983-1993
Charles A. HAWKINS JT...co.oiiiiiiiiiiiicecceeeeese e 1994-26 March 1995
Walter JaJKO ...voeeieeieeeeeee e 26 March 1995-26 October 1997
VaCANT ..ot 1 November 1997—-16 August 1998
George B. LOtZ IL.....oooeiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 16 August 1998-31 May 2005
VaCANT ..ot 1 June 2005—1 September 2005
William Dugan (AcCting).......cccovvevueevieeieeienierieeieeieeenns 1 September 2005-26 September 2009
Michael H. Decker........cccccvevieviieiiieiiciicieseeieeieee e, 27 September 2009—-28 February 2014
Michael GOOAIOE ........cceevuieriieiieieeieetee ettt 1 March 2014—August 2014
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Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Intelligence Oversight)

After section 901 of the William M. “Mac” Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021, PL 116-283, 2 January 2021, abolished the position of Chief Management Officer, the
Deputy Secretary of Defense reestablished the position of Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence Oversight in an 11 January 2021 memorandum. DoD Directive 5148.11, 24 April 2013,
still in effect according to the 11 January 2021 memorandum, designated the Assistant to the Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence Oversight as the principal staff assistant and adviser to the Secretary and
Deputy Secretary of Defense for intelligence oversight in the Defense Department, inspecting all
intelligence or intelligence-related activities conducted by any Defense Department components to
ensure these activities complied with federal law, executive orders, presidential directives, intelligence
community directives, and Defense Department issuances.

Mark Dupont (Interim).........cccccvevveeviiecieeienieneeneeieeee e 11 January 2021-1 September 2021
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency)

The Deputy Secretary of Defense’s 1 September 2021 memorandum redesignated the Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence Oversight as the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Privacy,
Civil Liberties, and Transparency. All personnel, functions, and resources of the former Chief
Management Officer related to privacy, civil liberties, and transparency, and regulatory matters
previously transferred to the Director for Administration and Management realigned to the Assistant
to the Secretary of Defense for Intelligence Oversight and shifted upon redesignation to the Assistant
to the Secretary of Defense for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency. The Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency is the Principal Staff Assistant to
the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense on privacy, civil liberties, and transparency matters.

A 16 October 2025 memorandum from the Secretary of Defense demoted the position as a Principal
Staff Assistant.

JOO Y. ChUNG ..ottt 1 September 2021-19 May 2025
Michael Kremlacek (ACtiNg).......ccceeeerueerieeciieieeienienieeieeieennns 19 May 2025-16 October 2025

Assistant to the Secretary of War (Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency)

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Assistant to the
Secretary of War” and permitted the officeholders to be recognized by that title in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the executive branch. A 16 October 2025 memorandum from the Secretary of War demoted the
position as a Principal Staff Assistant.

Michael Kremlacek (Acting).........cccceevvevcvenienienieenieeieenens 5 September 2025-16 October 2025
Research and Engineering

Deputy Director of Defense Research and Engineering

The Deputy Director of Defense Research and Engineering was designated an Assistant Secretary of
Defense from 19 May 1961 to 15 July 1965 and reported to the Director of Defense Research and
Engineering (see Research and Engineering lineage in section V).

John H. RUDEL .......ooviiiiiieeeeeeee e 19 May 1961-15 June 1963
Eugene G. FUbIni.......cccovieieiiiieceeceeeeeeee e 3 July 1963—15 July 1965

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Technology)

DoD Directive 5129.3, 25 January 1984, established the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and
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Technology), reporting to the Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering) and then,
beginning in 1986, to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition).

RODET S. COOPET ...ttt e 6 August 1984—6 July 1985
Robert C. DUNCAN ........ccoeieeiiieiiciececteceeeee e 5 August 198621 December 1987

Director, Defense Research and Engineering

The Military Retirement Reform Act of 1986, PL 99-348, 1 July 1986, reestablished the position of
Director of Defense Research and Engineering (previous establishment ran from 1958 to 1977 and
appears in section VI as part of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering lineage).
In December 1987 the position was filled after the abolishment of the position of Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Research and Technology). The Director of Defense Research and Engineering reported to
the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics).

Robert C. Duncan ...........ccceecveeienienienieeieeieeeeeeeeeeene 21 December 1987-20 November 1989
Charles M. Herzfeld ..........cooveiieiieiiieiececeeeceeeeee e 12 March 1990-8 May 1991
Charles Adolph (Performing the Duties Of) .........cccccceeveervrreeennnnen. 8 May 1991-3 December 1991
VICLOT REIS ..ot 3 December 1991-30 May 1993
ANTEA JONES...cvieiiiiieiieieiecteeeetee ettt e st e sseennensesens 1 June 1993-23 May 1997
George Singlay (ACHNE)......ccveerveeriereirieeieeeee e saesens 23 May 19971 July 1998
Hans M. Mark.......ccoeveiieieieieeeeeeeee et 1 July 1998-10 May 2001
Ronald M. S€Za ....oceeieiieiieieeeeeeee e 4 August 2001-3 August 2005
JOhN J. YOUNG JT et 2 November 2005-1 June 2008

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering)

The Ike Skelton National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011, PL 111-383, 7 January 2011,
redesignated the Director of Defense Research and Engineering as the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Research and Engineering), with responsibility for providing strategic guidance and coordination for
science and technology investment across the Department.

Alan R. Shaffer (Acting) ......ccoceevvieviieciieiieiereeeeeee e 1 December 2012-26 June 2015

Stephen P. Welby (ACtINg).....cc.ccvvivieieieiiieieecieieeeeieeeeeenes 27 June 2015-25 February 2016

Stephen P. Welby.......cccocoiiiiiiiieieeececeeeeeee e 25 February 201620 January 2017

Mary Miller (ACHNE) ....c.cccueeieriieiieieeieeieeeese et 20 January 2017-February 2018
Security Policy

Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy)

In April 1981, by administrative action, Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger created the position
of Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy). DoD Directive 5133.1, 27 September
1985, detailed the positional responsibilities and functions, including disarmament, arms control, and
all political-military activity involving NATO, non-NATO European countries, and the Soviet Union.
In 1993 Secretary of Defense Les Aspin abolished this position and transferred some functions to the
new Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Security and Counterproliferation). Position abolished in
1993, with some functions transferred to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Security and
Counterproliferation).
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Richard N. Perle .....c.ccooivieieieieieeee e 5 August 1981-8 May 1987
Ronald F. Lehman .........ccccocvviieieieiieceeeeeee e 18 February 1988—11 May 1989
Stephen J. Hadley ......ccoeeviviieiieiiieicecececeeeee e 23 June 1989-20 January 1993

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Security and Counterproliferation)

Position established by DoD Directive 5111.5 on 6 July 1993 to replace the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (International Security Policy) as the principal staff assistant and adviser to the Under
Secretary of Defense (Policy) and the Secretary of Defense on reducing and countering nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons and missile threat to the United States, arms control, threat reduction
and counterproliferation.

Ashton B. “Ash” Carter.........ccccvevveeierieriereeieceeeeeeeeeee e 30 June 1993-13 June 1994
Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy)

On 13 June 1994, the title of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear Security and
Counterproliferation) reverted to Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy). DoD
Directive 5111.5, 22 March 1995 detailed the responsibilities and functions of the position.

Position abolished in 1998, with responsibilities and functions transferred to the Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Strategy and Threat Reduction). A 20 July 2001 Deputy Secretary of Defense
memorandum reestablished the position. DoD Directive 5111.14, 22 March 2005 assigned
responsibilities and functions.

Position abolished in 2006 with responsibilities reassigned to other Assistant Secretaries of Defense.

Ashton B. “Ash” Carter.........cccceeevieierienieicieeieeeeeeeseeiens 13 June 199414 September 1996
Franklin C. Miller (ACting) .......ccceevveeierieniieieeieeieeeeseeniens 14 September 1996—15 June 1998
Lisa Bronson (ACtiNE) ......ccceeerrerieeeenienieirieseeeeesieseeessesessesessennes 1 August 2001-6 August 2001
Jack D. Crouch Il.......c.coveiieieieeeeeeeeeee e 6 August 2001-31 October 2003
Peter C. W. FIOTY ..oueenieieeceeeeeeee e 2 August 2005—-1 December 2006

Strategy and Threat Reduction

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Les Aspin established the position of Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Strategy, Requirements, and Resources) on 6 July 1993. The title subsequently changed
to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy and Requirements) per DoD Directive 5111.8 on 22 March
1995, and then to Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy and Threat Reduction) per DoD Directive
5111.8 on 3 February 2000. The positions were responsible for defense strategy and ensuring that the
Department’s resource allocation, force structure development, weapons acquisition planning, and
budgeting process supported the strategy. Position abolished in August 2001 with the reinstatement of
the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Policy).

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy, Requirements, and Resources)

Edward L. Warmer ..........cccecvvveriieieieeeeeeee e 1 June 1993-22 March 1995
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy and Requirements)

Edward L. Warner ........c.cccoecveeierienieeeeceeeeeeese e 22 March 1995-3 February 2000
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategy and Threat Reduction)

Edward L. Warner ..........ccccoevevienieciieiieieceeeeeeee e 3 February 200029 September 2000
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Supply, Logistics, and Installations

Chairman, Munitions Board

The National Security Act of 1947, PL 80-253, 26 July 1947, established this position. Reorganization
Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, abolished the Munitions Board. The Secretary of Defense transferred
the Munitions Board’s functions to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Applications Engineering) and
the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Supply and Logistics).

Thomas J. Hargrave.........ccccceeeveeiecienieneeieieeseeeenns 30 September 1947-20 September 1948
Donald J. Carpenter..........ccccuevveveneeeeeeieneeeeieiese e 21 September 1948-30 June 1949
Hubert E. Howard..........cccovininiieieeeeeeeee 25 November 1949-18 September 1950
John D. Small.......cccoooiiiiiiiiieee 16 November 1950-20 January 1953

Director of Installations

Position created by PL 82-534, 14 July 1952, which authorized military and naval construction.
Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, abolished the position and transferred its functions to
the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Properties and Installations).

Frank Creedon .........ccoovieiieiiciieiececeeeee e 25 August 1952-29 June 1953
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Properties and Installations)

Franklin G. FI0@te........cccveieeieiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 3 August 1953—4 March 1956

FIoyd S. Bryant.......c.cccoeieeieeieniieeeieieseceeeeese e 2 May 1956-20 January 1961

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Supply and Logistics)

Position established after Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, abolished the Munitions Board.

Charles S. ThOmMAS.......ccccuieiieieeieriereeieee et 5 August 19532 May 1954
Thomas P. PIKE ......c.ccveieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 3 May 195427 June 1956
E. Perking MCGUITE ........cceeeeieieeieieieieeeeeeee e 28 December 195620 January 1961

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Installations and Logistics)

DoD Directive 5126.22 established this position on 30 January 1961 by combining the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Supply and Logistics) and the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Properties and
Installations). DoD Directive 5124.1, 20 April 1977, abolished this position, transferring acquisition
functions to the Director of Defense Research and Engineering (see section VI, Research and
Engineering) and the installations and logistics functions to the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logistics).

Thomas D. MOITIS ......ccceeeeienieriieieieiesieeeeeee e 29 January 1961-11 December 1964
Paul R. IgNatius.......cccceeverieieieeeeeeeee e 23 December 1964-31 August 1967
Thomas D. MOITIS ......ccccevuereirieieieneeieieeeeeee e 1 September 1967—1 February 1969
Barry J. Shillit0.......ccecvevieeieieieeeeeeeee e 2 February 1969-1 February 1973
Hugh McCullough (ACtING) ......ccovvveerieeirieiieeieeeeeeeeeeees 1 February 1973-21 June 1973
Arthur I. Mendolia..........cccoeieiienieiieiiciececeeeeeee e 21 June 1973-31 March 1975
John J. Bennett (ACtiNg) .....cccceveevvieiieeieeieeieseeieeie e 1 April 1975-9 February 1976
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Frank A. Shrontz...........ccoecoeeveeienineeieeseeeeeee e 10 February 1976-19 January 1977
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Development and Support)

Established by DoD Directive 5129.4, 25 November 1984, and abolished after the establishment of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Logistics) in 1985.

James P. Wade Jr. ... 6 August 1984-5 July 1985
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Logistics)

Position announced on 29 January 1985 and authorized by DoD Directive 5128.1, 19 November 1985.

James P. Wade JT.....couiiiiiiiiiceceeeeeeee e 5 July 1985-3 November 1986
Robert B. COStEllo ......oovuiriieiieiieieceeecieee et March 1987-15 April 1987

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Production and Logistics)

This position replaced the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Logistics) in April 1987.
This position served as the principal staff assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition
and Technology). It also coordinated with the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy) on agreements with
foreign countries. As a result of the reorganization of the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
(Acquisition and Technology), an Assistant Secretary of Defense (Economic Security) replaced the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Production and Logistics) as per a 19 May 1993 memorandum.

Robert B. CoStello ......cccvieieriiiieiieieciecieeeeee e 15 April 198717 December 1987
Jack KatZen ......c.ooveiiiiiceeeeeeeeee s 28 March 1988-8 January 1990
Colin MCMILIan ........c.oocvevieniieieieeeeeeeee e 5 March 1990-11 December 1992

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Economic Security)

Position established on 7 September 1993, replacing the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Production and
Logistics), and reporting to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology). DoD
Directive 5134.7, 5 April 1996, cancelled this position.

Joshua Gotbaum ..........cceeveieieieeeeeeeeeee e 20 May 1994-25 December 1995
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X. Joint Chiefs of Staff

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, in existence since 1942, gained statutory sanction in the National Security Act
of 1947, PL 80-253, 26 July 1947.

The 1949 amendments to the National Security Act of 1947, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, established
the position of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to be appointed from the regular officers of the
Armed Services for a term of two years with eligibility for a second two-year term.

In 1952, PL 82-416 authorized the Commandant of the Marine Corps to meet with the JCS as a coequal
whenever any matter of concern to the Marine Corps was under consideration. Subsequently, PL 95-
485, the Department of Defense Appropriation Authorization Act, 1979, 20 October 1978, made the
Commandant a permanent and fully participating member of the JCS.

Reorganization Plan Number 6, 30 June 1953, made the selection and tenure of members of the Joint
Staff subject to the approval of the Chairman and gave him management control of the Joint Staff.

Public Law 90-22, the Armed Forces Appropriation Authorization, 1968, 5 June 1967, set the terms
of the Chiefs of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps at four years, with provision for possible
reappointment for four years in time of war or emergency.

The Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986, PL 99-433, 1 October
1986, prescribed the most important changes in the JCS organization since 1947.

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, PL 116-92, 20 December 2019, created
the U.S. Space Force under the direction of a Chief of Space Operations within the Department of the
Air Force.

The Chief of Space Operations, a four-star General and full member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, serves
as the principal uniformed adviser to the Secretary of the Air Force on Space Force activities, presides
over the Office of the Chief of Space Operations, and transmits plans and recommendations to the
Secretary of the Air Force.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

General Omar N. Bradley, USA ... 16 August 1949—15 August 1953
Admiral Arthur W. Radford, USN ........cccoooveviiiiniiiieeee, 16 August 1953—15 August 1957
General Nathan F. Twining, USAF .........ccccooieviiniinienee 16 August 1957-30 September 1960
General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, USA .........ccccoovevvieienienne. 1 October 1960-30 September 1962
General Maxwell D. Taylor, USA.........cccoooveeieiieiieeeeceeceee 1 October 1962—1 July 1964
General Earle G. Wheeler, USA ........cccoooieiieiieeceeeeeeeee e 3 July 19642 July 1970
Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, USN.........ccccoverienieiiieieciecieceeieeieenens 3 July 1970-1 July 1974
General George S. Brown, USAF ......c..cooooviiiiiiieieeceeeeeeeeee 2 July 1974-20 June 1978
General David C. Jones, USAF ..o 21 June 1978-18 June 1982
General John W. Vessey Jr., USA ......cooieirieieieeeeeeene 19 June 1982-30 September 1985
Admiral William J. Crowe Jr., USN .......ccccoovvnininieienee. 1 October 1985-30 September 1989
General Colin L. Powell, USA........ccccoooirviiiieeeee 1 October 1989-30 September 1993
Admiral David E. Jeremiah, USN (Acting).........cccveevevveruennene 1 October 1993-24 October 1993
General John M.D. Shalikashvili, USA............ccoeevennnnne. 25 October 1993-30 September 1997
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General Henry H. Shelton, USA .........cccevevereeieieee 1 October 1997-30 September 2001

General Richard B. Myers, USAF ........cccccoovivinieieee. 1 October 2001-30 September 2005
General Peter Pace, USMC ..........cccooeivieieviiieiececee, 1 October 2005-30 September 2007
Admiral Michael G. Mullen, USN.........cccooeveviinieniieirnnns 1 October 2007-30 September 2011
General Martin E. Dempsey, USA........ccccoovevveviievieeieenene. 1 October 2011-25 September 2015
General Joseph F. Dunford Jr., USMC ......................... 26 September 2015-30 September 2019
General Mark Milley, USA ..., 30 September 2019-29 September 2023
General Charles Q. Brown, USAF........ccccooveviveiieienene. 29 September 2023-21 February 2025
Admiral Christopher W. Grady, USN (Acting).........c.cccven..... 21 February 2025-14 April 2025
General John D. Caine, USAF ........cooioiiioiieieeeeeeeeeee e 14 April 2025—Present
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Robert T. Herres, USAF.......ccccoovvvieviieienieeeieee. 6 February 198728 February 1990
Admiral David E. Jeremiah, USN...........cccoovirinininieieeee, 1 March 1990-28 February 1994
Admiral William A. Owens, USN..........ccocvrveneninieieierieeen, 1 March 1994-29 February 1996
General Joseph W. Ralston, USAF .........ccooovririeceieeeeee, 1 March 1996—1 March 2000
General Richard B. Myers, USAF .......cccoooveivvieieeeeeeee 2 March 20001 October 2001
General Peter Pace, USMC .........cccceviieeieieeeeeeeee e 2 October 2001-12 August 2005
Admiral Edmund P. Giambastiani, USN ..........c.cccccerervrcieienne. 13 August 2005-27 July 2007
General James E. Cartwright, USMC..........cccccoovnirciecreienene 2 September 20073 August 2011
Admiral James A. Winnefeld Jr., USN ......c.cccovvnviriereneeieieee, 4 August 2011-31 July 2015
General Paul J. Selva, USAF ..., 31 July 2015-31 July 2019
General John E. Hyten, USAF .......c.ccooevviviinieieeee. 21 November 2019-20 November 2021
VaACANT ..o 21 November 2021-19 December 2021
Admiral Christopher W. Grady, USN ..........cccoeevvieieniennne. 20 December 2021-1 October 2025
General Christopher J. Mahoney, USMC...........ccccoovveiieviieiieieeeeienee. 1 October 2025—Present
Chief of Staff of the Army
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, USA .........ccccovveveeiennn. 19 November 1945—6 February 1948
General Omar N. Bradley, USA........ccooveoiecievieeeeeeeeee, 7 February 1948—15 August 1949
General J. Lawton Collins, USA........c.cooeoieieiierieeeeeeee 16 August 1949—14 August 1953
General Matthew B. Ridgway, USA.........cccooveieevineeeeee 15 August 1953-29 June 1955
General Maxwell D. Taylor, USA..........ccocevererieieeeeeeeee e 30 June 1955-30 June 1959
General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, USA .........cccocveeieveveeieieseeens 1 July 1959-30 September 1960
General George H. Decker, USA..........coooeiveneeieieee 1 October 1960-30 September 1962
General Earle G. Wheeler, USA ........ccooooeviiiieeeeeeeeeee e 1 October 1962-2 July 1964
General Harold K. Johnson, USA...........cccoevieirieieeeeeeeeeee e 3 July 19642 July 1968
General William C. Westmoreland, USA ..........c.ccccocveveneeeecieieieene 3 July 1968-30 June 1972
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General Bruce Palmer Jr., USA (ACtING).....ccecvveveciererieieienienens 1 July 1972—11 October 1972

General Creighton W. Abrams, USA ........cccccooieieveiennne. 12 October 1972—4 September 1974
General Fred C. Weyand, USA .........cccoovvevvivieiieieeiee, 3 October 1974-30 September 1976
General Bernard W. Rogers, USA ........cccoooieiieiieiicieeeeeiee, 1 October 197621 June 1979
General Edward C. Meyer, USA........ccooovieiieieeeeceeeeeeeieeene 22 June 1979-21 June 1983
General John A. Wickham Jr., USA ..., 22 June 1983-22 June 1987
General Carl E. VUOno, USA ... 23 June 1987-21 June 1991
General Gordon R. Sullivan..........ccccooceviriiinininieieeeeeeee 22 June 1991-19 June 1995
General Dennis J. Reimer, USA........ooooiiiiieieeeeeeeee e 20 June 1995-20 June 1999
General Eric K. Shinseki, USA ........oooiiiiiiiieeee e 21 June 1999—-11 June 2003
General Peter J. Schoomaker, USA .........cccooeviieiinienieeeieeiee 1 August 2003—-10 April 2007
General George W. Casey Jr., USA ..o, 11 April 2007—6 September 2011
General Raymond T. Odierno, USA .........cccoevveevevvevieeienen. 7 September 2011-14 August 2015
General Mark Milley, USA ........coooieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 14 August 2015-9 August 2019
General James C. McConville, USA ........ccoovviiiieniiieeeieee 9 August 2019—4 August 2023
General Randy George, USA (Acting) ......cceecvevvvevevenieenennen. 4 August 2023-21 September 2023
General Randy George, USA........ccooiiiieiieeeeeeeeeen 21 September 20232 April 2026
General Christopher LaNeve, USA (ACHNG) ..ccovvveveievieeierieeieieeieeieeene 2 April 2026—Present
Chief of Naval Operations
Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN.........cccceevueennn. 15 December 194515 December 1947
Admiral Louis Denfeld, USN .......cccocoviiviiiiiiiieeeee, 16 December 1947-2 November 1949
Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, USN...........ccccoevviiviinviiniiieieens 3 November 1949-22 July 1951
Admiral William M. Fechteler, USN .........c.ccccoevinviinienieienee. 16 August 1951-16 August 1953
Admiral Robert B. Carney, USN ........ccccoovvieiiieciieieeieeeeee. 17 August 1953—17 August 1955
Admiral Arleigh A. Burke, USN........cccoooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee, 18 August 1955—1 August 1961
Admiral George W. Anderson Jr., USN ........cceeivviiniieneenieenenee. 2 August 1961-1 August 1963
Admiral David L. McDonald, USN........ccccccevieviiiiiinieeieeeeee. 2 August 1963—1 August 1967
Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, USN.........cccoccverieniieiiieieeieceeeeieeeens 2 August 1967—1 July 1970
Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., USN.......ccccooeviiiiiiieececeeceeceee, 2 July 1970—1 July 1974
Admiral James L. Holloway III, USN ..........ccceviiiiiiieiciicieeieceees 2 July 19741 July 1978
Admiral Thomas B. Hayward, USN ..........c.ccoonviniiniiieececee 2 July 1978-30 June 1982
Admiral James D. Watkins, USN.........ccoceriiiniiniiiiiieieceeeeeens 1 July 1982-30 June 1986
Admiral Carlisle A.H. Trost, USN .......ccccoeveririeienereeieeee e 1 July 1986-29 June 1990
Admiral Frank B. Kelso II, USN ........ccccceviiinieieeeeeeeee, 1 July 1990-23 April 1994
Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda, USN ........ccccooiiriiiiieeceeeee, 24 April 1994—-16 May 1996
Admiral Jay L. Johnson, USN (AcCting)........cccceevververeeneenieerreannnns 17 May 19964 August 1996
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Admiral Jay L. Johnson, USN...........ccccoeveririiniiiirieeeeeeeeens 5 August 199621 July 2000

Admiral Vernon E. Clark, USN..........cceceviininieiereeeeeeee e 22 July 2000-22 July 2005
Admiral Michael G. Mullen, USN..........ccccceviinieniieieeieee 23 July 2005-29 September 2007
Admiral Gary Roughead, USN ..........cccocovveiieiieinnne. 30 September 2007-23 September 2011
Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert, USN..........c.ccccueneee. 24 September 2011-18 September 2015
Admiral John M. Richardson, USN........c.ccccoevveriievriniennnnns 18 September 201522 August 2019
Admiral Michael M. Gilday, USN..........ccccceevieviniiniereeienee. 22 August 2019-14 August 2023
Admiral Lisa Franchetti, USN (Acting) ........ccceeveeveruvennennen. 14 August 2023-2 November 2023
Admiral Lisa Franchetti, USN .........cccccocoviiiviiienieeee. 2 November 2023-21 February 2025
Admiral James W. Kilby, USN (Acting).......cccccceevverurennennen. 21 February 2025-25 August 2025
Admiral Daryl L. Caudle, USN ........ccoooviirieieiieiecieeeecteeeeeieeeees 25 August 2025—Present
Chief of Staff of the Air Force
General Carl Spaatz, USAF ..o 26 September 1947-29 April 1948
General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, USAF ........ccccoooveieieveneeieeee 30 April 1948-29 June 1953
General Nathan F. Twining, USAF .........cccooeririeieeeeeeeeeee 30 June 1953-30 June 1957
General Thomas D. White, USAF .......cccocoveoieiieeecieeeeeeeeeiene 1 July 1957-30 June 1961
General Curtis E. LeMay, USAF .......cccooovvirieeeeeeeeee, 30 June 1961-31 January 1965
General John P. McConnell, USAF .........cccooovvirvieiiieeeeeee, 1 February 1965-31 July 1969
General John D. Ryan, USA ..o 1 August 1969-31 July 1973
General George S. Brown, USAF ........cccooviiiiieceeeeeeeee 1 August 1973-30 June 1974
General David C. Jones, USAF.........ccoovieviiiiiieececeeeeeeeeee 1 July 1974-20 June 1978
General Lew Allen Jr., USAF .....oooioiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1 July 1978-30 June 1982
General Charles A. Gabriel, USAF ........cccooovieiieiieiceceeeeeeeeen 1 July 1982-30 June 1986
General Larry D. Welch, USAF ... 1 July 198630 June 1990
General Michael J. Dugan, USAF .......cccoooiiieiiiiieeeeees 1 July 1990-17 September 1990
General John M. Loh, USAF (Acting) ......ccccceevervenennee. 18 September 199027 October 1990
General Merrill A. McPeak, USAF......ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeen, 27 October 1990-25 October 1994
General Ronald R. Fogleman, USAF ........c.cccoovviviiieiiennne 26 October 19942 October 1997
General Michael E. Ryan, USAF .......c..cccooiviinieiieiecee. 2 October 1997—6 September 2001
General John J. Jumper, USAF ........ccoooviiviiieieieeee. 6 September 2001-2 September 2005
General T. Michael Moseley, USAF .........cccoovevieiiecieeiinne, 2 September 2005—1 August 2008
General Norton A. Schwartz, USAF ........cccooveiiiiiiiiees 12 August 2008—10 August 2012
General Mark A. Welsh III, USAF........cccoooiriiniiieeeeeeee, 10 August 2012—24 June 2016
General David Goldfein, USAF .........cccooiiiiriiiiieeeeeeeeeene 1 July 20164 August 2020
General Charles Q. Brown, USAF .........cccovvririeieieeee, 4 August 2020-29 September 2023
General David W. Allvin, USAF (Acting)..........cc.o...... 29 September 2023—-2 November 2023
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General David W. Allvin, USAF .....ccooovviiiiiiiicieeeen. 2 November 2023-3 November 2025
General Kenneth S. Wilsbach, USAF .......ccccooviiiiiiiieeeeeeeee, 3 November 2025—Present
Commandant of the Marine Corps

General Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr. was the first Commandant to sit with the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(beginning in 1952) on matters of concern to the Marine Corps. General Louis H. Wilson, per PL 95-
485, 20 October 1978, was the first Commandant to serve as a full member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

General Alexander A. Vandegrift, USMC ..............cccc........ 1 January 1944-31 December 1947
General Clifton B. Cates, USMC..........ccccvevvrerieieienienens 1 January 1948-31 December 1951
General Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr., USMC...........ccccvevennenen. 1 January 1952-31 December 1955
General Randolph McCall Pate, USMC............ccccverurnennens 1 January 195631 December 1959
General David M. Shoup, USMC.........cccoovvieieverreeenen. 1 January 1960-31 December 1963
General Wallace M. Greene Jr., USMC.........cccccveveiernenens 1 January 1964-31 December 1967
General Leonard F. Chapman Jr., USMC...........cccecuenenee. 1 January 1968-31 December 1971
General Robert E. Cushman Jr., USMC.........cccooevveiivenieieiene, 1 January 197230 June 1975
General Louis H. Wilson, USMC .........cccooviiiiiiiiieieeeeeeen 1 July 1975-30 June 1979
General Robert H. Barrow, USMC ..........cccoooieieiieieieeeeeeeeen 1 July 1979-30 June 1983
General Paul X. Kelley, USMC .........cccccovinirieieeseeeeee e 1 July 1983-30 June 1987
General Alfred M. Gray Jr., USMC.........cccooivieieieieceeeeee e 1 July 1987—1 July 1991
General Carl E. Mundy Jr., USMC........cccooooiiiiieiieieeeeeeee e 1 July 1991-30 June 1995
General C.C. Krulak, USMC .........ccocoiiiiieieeeeeeceeeeee e 1 July 1995-30 June 1999
General James L. Jones Jr., USMC........ccccccoevveviinienieicieeee, 1 July 1999—13 January 2003
General Michael W. Hagee, USMC...........cccoovevievreiennn. 13 January 2003—13 November 2006
General James T. Conway, USMC.........c.ccccoovvevierreeieennn. 14 November 2006—22 October 2010
General James F. Amos, USMC.........cooooiiiiviiieiiieeeeeee 22 October 2010-17 October 2014
General Joseph F. Dunford Jr., USMC ............cccoeovvnenee. 17 October 2014—24 September 2015
General Robert Neller, USMC..........cccoceevieiiieciieiecieeeeeee 24 September 2015—11 July 2019
General David Berger, USMC .........ccccoooiiviiiiieieceeceeeee e 11 July 2019-10 July 2023
General Eric Smith, USMC (Acting)......ccccceeveeveeveeveneennnenne. 10 July 2023-21 September 2023
General Eric Smith, USMC..........cccoviiiiiieieieeeeeeeee e 22 September 2023—Present
Lieutenant General Karsten S. Heckl, USMC (Acting)..... 30 October 2023—3 November 2023
General Christopher J. Mahoney, USMC (Acting)................. 3 November 2023-5 March 2024

Chief of Space Operations

The Chief of Space Operations, a four-star General and full member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, serves
as the principal uniformed adviser to the Secretary of the Air Force on Space Force activities, presides
over the Office of the Chief of Space Operations, and transmits plans and recommendations to the
Secretary of the Air Force.

General John W. Raymond, USAF ........c.cccoovrvrveiennnne. 20 December 2019-2 November 2022
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General B. Chance Saltzman, USAF .......cccccovviiiiiiiieeee e, 2 November 2022—Present
Chief of the National Guard Bureau

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, PL 112-81, 31 December 2011, made
the Chief of the National Guard Bureau a member of the Joint Chiefs. The National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, PL 110-181, 28 January 2008, made the National Guard
Bureau a DoD joint activity.

Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, USA .........cccoeiiiviieiiieeeeeieeee 11 April 2003—17 November 2008
General Craig R. McKinley, USAF .......ccccccoevviviiniiiieiene 3 January 2012—6 September 2012
General Frank J. Grass, USA .......cccooevieiivieieeeeeeeee, 7 September 2012-3 August 2016
General Joseph L. Lengyel, USAF .......cccooveviiviieiiiiiieeeieeen, 3 August 2016-3 August 2020
General Daniel Hokanson, USA ..........cccooveiiieiiieciieieceeeeieee 3 August 2020-3 August 2024
Lt. Gen. Jonathan Stubbs, USA (Acting) .......ccceevevveeecvereennene. 3 August 2024-15 October 2024
General Steven S. Nordhaus, USAF .......cooooviviiiiiiieeeeeeee e, 15 October 2024—Present

Director of the Joint Staff

The 1947 National Security Act, PL 80-253, 26 July 1947, established the position of Director of the
Joint Staff. Although not a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Director was appointed by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to perform such duties as directed by the Joint Chiefs. With the passage of the 1949
National Security Act Amendments, PL 81-216, 10 August 1949, and the creation of the position of
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chairman, after consultation with the other members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff and with the approval of the Secretary of Defense, appoints the Director of the Joint

Staff.

Maj. Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther, USA............ccceueene.e. 17 September 1947—-19 September 1949
Vice Adm. Arthur C. Davis, USN.......cccccoevririeieienene 20 September 1949—1 November 1951
Lt. Gen. Charles P. Cabell, USAF .......c.ccoovvvvircienereeieieieeae 2 November 1951-23 April 1953
Lt. Gen. Frank F. Everest, USAF ........ccccoooiririieeeeeeeeee 24 April 1953—18 March 1954
Lt. Gen. Lemuel Mathewson, USA.........ccocovivvviiiieeeceeeeeee 19 March 1954-14 March 1956
Vice Adm. Bernard L. Austin, USN......cc.ccooovvviiiiiiiiiiicceeeeen, 15 March 1956-31 March 1958
Lt. Gen. Oliver S. Picher, USAF........ccccceiiniiieieeeceeeee e, 1 April 1958-31 March 1960
Lt. Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, USA.........cccoerieirieieeeeeeieen 1 April 1960-24 February 1962
Vice Adm. Herbert D. Riley, USN.........ccocvvininirieienns 25 February 1962-23 February 1964
Lt. Gen. David A. Burchinal, USAF .........cccccoevevenieieeeiee, 24 February 1964-31 July 1966
Lt. Gen. Andrew J. Goodpaster, USA..........ccovevecierieneneereienns 1 August 196631 March 1967
Lt. Gen. Berton E. Spivy Jr., USA ..o, 1 April 1967-31 July 1968
Vice Adm. Nels C. Johnson, USN ........cccceeiriiniinienieieeieeee, 1 August 1968—19 July 1970
Lt. Gen. John W. Vogt, USAF .......cccooiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e, 20 July 1970-7 April 1972
Rear Adm. Mason B. Freeman, USN (Acting)........cccceeeevveecveeeennnnns 8 April 1972—11 June 1972
Lt. Gen. George M. Seignious I, USA........ccccoevievievienienieeeienee, 12 June 1972-31 May 1974
Vice Adm. Harry D. Train II, USN ......ccccooiiiiiiieieeeecee, 1 June 1974-30 June 1976
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Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF ........ccoeveiirieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1 July 197630 June 1977

Vice Adm. Patrick J. Hannifin, USN..........ccocovininiineieeeeee 1 July 197720 June 1978
Lt. Gen. John A. Wickham Jr., USA ......ccooiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee 21 June 1978-22 June 1979
Vice Adm. Carl Thor Hanson, USN.......ccccceiiviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e, 23 June 1979-30 June 1981
Lt. Gen. James E. Dalton, USAF ........ccccceriinieiieiceeeeeeeeee 1 July 1981-30 June 1983
Lt. Gen. Jack N. Merritt, USA ....c..ccooeiieiiieeeeeteeeeeeeee e 1 July 1983-30 June 1985
Vice Adm. Powell F. Carter Jr., USN......c.ccoeoviiriiiiieiieiicieeeee, 1 July 1985—-14 August 1987
Lt. Gen. Robert W. RisCassi, USA ........cccoeevevieriieriieieennnns 15 August 1987-30 November 1988
Lt. Gen. Hansford T. Johnson, USAF ........c...ccccvveurennnnne. 1 December 1988-20 September 1989
Maj. Gen. Gene A. Deegan, USMC (Acting)............... 21 September 198926 September 1989
Lt. Gen. Michael P. C. Carns, USAF ........cccoevvevieviieiieiennns 27 September 1989—16 May 1991
Lt. Gen. Henry Viccellio Jr., USAF ......ccooevieiiiiiiiieeee 17 May 1991-1 December 1992
Vice Adm. Richard C. Macke, USN .........ccceevieiinienieniecieenens 1 December 1992—17 July 1994
Maj. Gen. Charles T. Robertson Jr., USAF (Acting)..........ccccoevene... 18 July 1994-24 July 1994
Lt. Gen. Walter Kross, USAF.........ccoooiiriinieieeeeeeeeeeeee 25 July 1994-12 July 1996
Maj. Gen. Carlton W. Fulford Jr., USMC .........ccccerivrnnnn. 13 July 199613 September 1996
Vice Adm. Dennis C. Blair, USN...........cccoevininnrnnnnen. 14 September 199612 December 1998
Vice Adm. Vernon E. Clark, USN........ccocvviiniiniiieieieee 13 December 1998-26 July 1999
Lt. Gen. Carlton W. Fulford, USMC..........cccccvriiiiiniiieieieieeee 27 July 1999-14 July 2000
Vice Adm. Scott A. Fry, USN ....cccooviriiiieeeeeeee e, 15 July 2000—15 October 2001
Lt. Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA........ccooerieieeeeeeeeee, 16 October 2001-23 January 2003
Lt. Gen. George W. Casey, USA ......cccoeveriierienienieieeieene 24 January 2003—15 October 2003
Vice Adm. Timothy J. Keating, USN.........cccccovirrrircieiennene. 16 October 200320 October 2004
Lt. Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, USAF ........cccooirviiiiiiieiennne 21 October 200429 August 2005
Lt. Gen. Walter Sharp, USA.......covooiieiieieeeeeeeeeee e 30 August 2005-22 June 2008
Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Goldfein, USAF (Acting) .......cccceevveeneneee. 23 June 2008-10 August 2008
Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, USA........cccooveviievieiieieieeee. 11 August 2008—11 June 2009
Rear Adm. Bruce E. Grooms, USN (Acting) ........ccceevevveeveeeennnne. 12 June 2009-8 August 2009
Lt. Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, USA .......coooieiieiieeeeeeeeeeee, 9 August 2009—13 July 2010
Vice Adm. William E. Gortney, USN .........cccocviviivieniieiicieceee, 14 July 2010-8 August 2012
Lt. Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, USA.......c..ccceevverierieneeieeieenens 9 August 2012—-11 August 2013
Lt. Gen. David Goldfein, USAF ........cccooerieiiiiieiieieceeeeieeee, 12 August 2013-31 July 2015
Lt. Gen. William C. Mayville Jr., USA.......cccccovveiieieieeieeeee, 1 August 2015-30 July 2017
Lt. Gen. Kenneth F. McKenzie, USMC.........c..cccoeevevievireieennn. 31 July 2017-28 February 2019
Vice Adm. Michael M. Gilday, USN .........cccoociviiiiriiinienieeeeee, 1 March 2019-17 July 2019
Lt. Gen. Glen D. VanHerck, USAF (Acting) .........cccccevueenenne. 18 July 2019-26 September 2019
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Lt. Gen. Glen D. VanHerck, USAF ..........cccccvininieieenens 27 September 2019-3 August 2020

Rear Adm. William D. Byrne Jr., USN (Acting).................. 3 August 2020-30 September 2020
Lt. Gen. Andrew P. Poppas, USA ........ccoveiiiiieiieeeeeeee, 1 October 2020-2 June 2022
Lt. Gen. James J. Mingus, USA .........ccoevieviieiieieeeeeeee e, 2 June 2022-3 January 2024
Lt. Gen. Douglas A. Sims I, USA ........ccooeoiieiirieieieeieeieeees 3 January 20244 August 2025
Maj. Gen. Stephen E. Liszewski, USMC (Acting) ................ 4 August 2025-5 December 2025
Vice Adm. Frederick W. Kacher, USN .........ccccccoevvvennnen. 5 December 2025-26 February 2026
AV 17 | 4 LS RPSRUP 26 February 2026—Present

X. Joint Chiefs of Staff 111



XI. Combatant Commands

Current Commands

U.S. Africa Command (Kelley Barracks, Stuttgart, Germany)

Established 1 October 2008

General Dagvin R.M. Anderson, USAF ..........ccooevieiiiieniiicieeie, 15 August 2025—Present
U.S. Central Command (MacDill AFB, Tampa, FL)

Established 1 January 1983

Admiral Bradley Cooper, USN........ccocoieiieiienereeieeeeeeeeee e 8 August 2025—Present
U.S. European Command (Stuttgart-Vaihingen, Germany)

Established 1 August 1952

General Alexus G. Grynkewich, USAF .......cccooeverininiieeeeeeeee e 4 July 2025—Present
U.S. Northern Command (Peterson AFB, CO)

Established 1 October 2002

General Gregory M. Guillot, USAF .........cccooiiiieiieiiieiicieceeeeeee 5 February 2024—Present
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (Camp H. M. Smith, HI)

Established as U.S. Pacific Command, 1 January 1947.

Section 1251 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, PL
115-232, 13 August 2018, changed the name to United States Indo-Pacific Command. Executive
Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of secondary titles. A 16 June 2026 Secretary of
War memorandum authorized the use of the secondary title United States Pacific Command in official
correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory documents within
the Department of War.

Admiral Samuel J. Paparo, USN.........ccccoiriiiiiiieiieieeieseeeee e 3 May 2024—Present
U.S. Southern Command (Miami, FL)

Established 6 June 1963

General Francis L. Donovan, USMC ..........cccccooivieiienieninieeeeee, 5 February 2026—Present

U.S. Space Command (Peterson AFB, CO)

Originally established 23 September 1985. Merged with USCINSTRAT to form Strategic Command
in October 2002. Re-established as a geographic combatant command on 29 August 2019.

General Stephen N. Whiting, Space Force...........ccoeceeevirienieniieieennnn, 10 January 2024—Present
U.S. Special Operations Command (MacDill AFB, Tampa, FL)

Established 16 April 1987

Admiral Frank Bradley, USN ........cccooiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeen 3 October 2025—Present

U.S. Strategic Command (Offutt AFB, NE)
Established 1 June 1992
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Admiral Richard Correll, USN ......ccooviviiiiiiieeeieeeee e 5 December 2025—Present
U.S. Transportation Command (Scott AFB, IL)

Established 1 July 1987

General Randall Reed, USAF .......oooiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 4 October 2024—Present
U.S. Cyber Command (Fort Meade, MD)

Established as a unified combatant command on 4 May 2018. Commander of USCYBERCOM also
serves as Director, National Security Agency, and Chief, Central Security Service.

Lieutenant General William Hartman, USAF (Acting)........cccccceecvevvvennenee. 3 April 2025—Present
Disestablished Commands

U.S. Aerospace Defense Command
Disestablished 19 December 1986.

U.S. Alaskan Command

Disestablished 30 June 1975.
U.S. Atlantic Command

Redesignated U.S. Joint Forces Command 1 October 1999. Disestablished 31 August 2011.

U.S. Continental Air Defense Command
Disestablished 30 June 1975.

U.S. Far East Command
Disestablished 1 July 1957.

U.S. Joint Forces Command

Disestablished 4 August 2011.

U.S. Forces Command

Disestablished as a Specified Command 1 October 1993; became an Army Command.

U.S. Military Airlift Command

Terminated as a Specified Command 30 September 1988.

U.S. Naval Forces, Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean

Disestablished 1 December 1963.
U.S. Northeast Command

Disestablished 1 September 1956.

U.S. Readiness Command

Disestablished 30 September 1987.
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U.S. Strategic Air Command
Disestablished 1 June 1992.

U.S. Strike Command
Disestablished 31 December 1971.
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XII. Defense Agencies

Current Defense Agencies

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

Public Law 85-325, 12 February 1958, authorized the Secretary of Defense or his designee to perform
advanced research of a military nature. DoD Directive 5105.15, 7 February 1958, established the
Advanced Research Projects Agency. DoD Directive 5105.41, 23 March 1972, changed the name to
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. On 15 March 1993, the name reverted to Advanced
Research Projects Agency per a memorandum from Deputy Secretary of Defense William Perry.
Section 908 of PL 104-106, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996, 10 February
1996, restored the agency’s name to Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. A Deputy
Secretary of Defense memorandum, 13 July 2018, placed it under the authority, direction, and control
of the Under Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt e e beesbeenbeesbessaessaessaenseensas Stephen Winchell
Defense Commissary Agency

Established 9 November 1990 by DoD Directive 5105.55.

DITECTOT ..ttt ettt ettt et ae et e b e s bt e st et et e s aeeseeneenseeneens John E. Hall
Defense Contract Audit Agency

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara created the agency on 8 January
1965, placing it under the authority of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller). DoD Directive
5105.36, 8 June 1978, formally established responsibilities and mission. DoD Directive 5105.36, 28
February 2002, updated the agency’s responsibilities, functions, authorities, and relationships under
the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial
Officer.

DITECTOT ettt mmnennnn Jennifer Desautel

Defense Contract Management Agency

Originally known as the Defense Contract Management Command within the Defense Logistics
Agency. Renamed and established independently on 27 March 2000. DoD Directive 5105.64, 27
September 2000, established the purpose and mission. A Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum,
13 July 2018, placed the agency under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of
Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment).

DITECLOT ..ttt et Vice Adm. Stephen Tedford, USN
Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency

Established as the Defense Investigative Service by DoD Directive 5105.42, 18 April 1972, and
operational as of 1 October 1972. In November 1997 the Secretary of Defense issued a Defense
Reform Initiative, which changed the name to Defense Security Service. DoD Directive 5105.42, 13
May 1999, assigned responsibilities and mission and placed it under the authority of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (C3I). DoD Directive 5105.42, 3 August 2010, assigned authority, direction and
control to the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence). Executive Order 13869, 24 April 2019,
changed the name to Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency and transferred responsibility
for conducting background investigations from the Office of Personnel Management’s National
Background Investigations Bureau to this agency.

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt e e beeae e b e essesse e saenseenseensesssesseesseensas Joseph Tonon
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Defense Finance and Accounting Service

Established by DoD Directive 5118.5, 26 November 1990, and placed under the direction, authority,
and control of the Department of Defense Comptroller. DoD Directive 5118.05, 20 April 2012, updated
the mission, responsibilities, functions, relationships, and authorities of the agency, and placed it under
the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial
Officer.

DITECTOT ...ttt e et e et e e et e e eaeeeeaeeeeeneeeeenseeesnseeesnnneeens Jonathan Witter
Defense Health Agency

Established 1 October 2013 by DoD Directive 5136.13. Assumed the responsibilities of the previous

Tricare Management Activity, which had been in operation pursuant to DoD Directive 5136.12, May
31, 2001.

DITECIOT ..ottt e e e eaae e e e s enaaes Vice Adm. Darin K. Via, USN
Defense Information Systems Agency

Established as the Defense Communications Agency on 12 May 1960 by DoD Directive 5105.19. DoD
Directive 5105.19, 25 June 1991, renamed the agency the Defense Information Systems Agency. DoD
Directive 5105.19, 25 July 2006, updated the mission, responsibilities, functions, relationships, and
authorities of DISA under the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Networks and Information Integration)/
DoD Chief Information Officer. DoD Directive 5144.02, 21 November 2014, assigned the Chief
Information Officer authority, direction, and control over the Director, Defense Information Systems
Agency.

DITECIOT ettt e e e e e e e eaaeeeeas Lt. Gen. Paul T. Stanton, USA

Defense Intelligence Agency

Established by DoD Directive 5105.21, 1 August 1961, and began operations on 1 October 1961. DoD
Directive 5105.21, 18 March 2008, revised the agency’s responsibilities and mission, and placed it
under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence).

| D1 (Te17e) SRR Lt. Gen. James H. Adams, USMC
Defense Legal Services Agency

Established by DoD Directive 5145.4, 12 August 1981, under the direction authority, and control of
the General Counsel, who also served as Director of the agency. DoD Directive 5145.04, 16 April
2012, revised the agency’s responsibilities and mission.

DITECTOT ...ttt ettt ettt et be et e e e be e st ene et e nbeeneas Earl G. Matthews
Defense Logistics Agency

By administrative action, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara established the Defense Supply
Agency. DoD Directive 5105.22, 6 November 1961, defined the agency’s responsibilities and mission.
By administrative action, the agency’s name changed to Defense Logistics Agency, effective 1 January
1977. A Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 13 July 2018, placed it under the authority,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment).

DITECIOT et e et e e e eeareeseseanees Lt. Gen. Mark T. Simerly, USA
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency

Established by DoD Directive 5110.10, 16 July 1993, as the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
Office. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996, PL 104-106, 10 February 1996,
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mandated that DoD establish an office for missing persons. On 15 August 1996, the Under Secretary
of Defense (Policy) redesignated the office as the Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office. On 30
January 2015, the Defense POW/Missing Personnel office merged with the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command to form the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency.

A 10 April 2026 memorandum from the Director of Administration and Management changed the
Director’s reporting authority from the Under Secretary of War (Policy) to the Under Secretary of War
(Personnel and Readiness).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt et e st esbe e b e e beesbeesbessaesseeseenseenseeseans Kelly McKeague

Defense Security Cooperation Agency

Established as the Defense Security Assistance Agency by DoD Directive 5105.38, 11 August 1971.
A Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 20 May 1998, directed that the agency’s name change
to Defense Security Cooperation Agency effective 1 October 1998. DoD Directive 5105.65, 31
October 2000, described the agency’s responsibilities and mission. The Director is under the authority,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy).

A 7 November 2025 memorandum from the Secretary of War directed the realignment of the Defense
Security Cooperation Agency from the Under Secretary of War (Policy) to the Under Secretary of
War (Acquisition and Sustainment) and instructed the Under Secretary of War (Acquisition and
Sustainment) to devise an implementation plan for the Deputy Secretary of War’s approval within 60
days. A 6 February 2026 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of War approved the plan for the
realignment of authority, direction and control of the Director, Defense Security Cooperation Agency,
from the Under Secretary of War (Policy) to the Under Secretary of War (Acquisition and
Sustainment).

DITECTOT ...ttt ettt e et e e e e e e aa e e e enaeeesnseeesnaeeesnaeeesnneeesnnes Michael F. Miller
Defense Threat Reduction Agency

The November 1997 Defense Reform Initiative mandated merging several Defense organizations and
programs into one entity. The Secretary of Defense consolidated the Defense Technology Security
Administration, the Defense Special Weapons Agency, the On-Site Inspection Agency, and elements
in the Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological
Defense Programs to form the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, effective 1 October 1998. The new
agency’s director reported to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology) until a
Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 13 July 2018, placed it under the authority, direction, and
control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment).

D107 10 ) TSRS Maj. Gen. Lyle K. Drew, USAF (Acting)
Missile Defense Agency

Chartered as the Strategic Defense Initiative Organization on 24 April 1984 but designated as a Defense
agency by DoD Directive 5141.5, 21 February 1986. On 13 May 1993 Secretary of Defense Les Aspin
changed the organization’s name to the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization. DoD Directive 5134.9,
14 June 1994, defined the responsibilities and mission. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld renamed
the organization the Missile Defense Agency in January 2002. Section 205 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, PL 115-91, 12 December 2017, and a Deputy Secretary of
Defense memorandum, 13 July 2018, placed it under the authority, direction, and control of the Under
Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering).

DITECIOT .ttt e e e eaae e e enes Lt. Gen. Heath A. Collins, USAF
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National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency

Began operations on 1 October 1996 as the National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA).
Established by DoD Directive 5105.60, 11 October 1996, and the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency Act of 1996. Succeeded the Defense Mapping Agency, the Central Imagery Office, the
Defense Dissemination Program Office, and the National Photographic Interpretation Center. NIMA
was redesignated the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency in NDAA FY04, PL 108-136, 24
November 2003. The Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence exercises authority, direction, and
control on behalf of the Secretary of Defense over the Director, NGA. DoD Directive 5105.60, 29 July
2009.

DITECIOT ..o eeaeee e Lt. Gen. Michele H. Bredenkamp, USA
National Reconnaissance Office

Established on 6 September 1961 as a covert organization by DoD and the Central Intelligence Agency
to manage the National Reconnaissance Program. Declassified DoD Directive TS 5105.23, 27
September 1964, defined the organization’s responsibilities and mission. The Defense Department
acknowledged the agency’s existence on 18 September 1992. DoD Directive 5105.23, 28 June 2011,
mandated that the office’s Director report to the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence).

D <To7 10 TSP Christopher Scolese

National Security Agency

Established on 5 December 1952. DoD Directive 5100.20, 23 December 1971, consolidated the service
cryptologic agencies as the Central Security Service within the National Security Agency. The
National Security Agency director also served as the Chief of the Central Security Service. DoD
Directive 5100.20, 26 January 2010, stated that the Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence) would
exercise authority, direction, and control over the Director, National Security Agency/Chief, Central
Security Service. With the establishment of the U.S. Cyber Command as a subordinate unified
command in June 2009 and its elevation to a combatant command in May 2018, the National Security
Agency director now serves as the Chief of the Central Security Service and U.S. Cyber Command
commander.

DITECIOT .t e e eaae e e e snaaeas General Joshua M. Rudd, USA

Pentagon Force Protection Agency

Established on 3 May 2002 to succeed the Defense Protective Service. DoD Directive 5105.68, 5
December 2013, updated on 22 May 2019, placed the agency under the authority, direction, and control
of the Director of Administration and Management.

DS 10 TSR RSS P Chris Bargery
Space Development Agency

Established by a memorandum signed by the Acting Secretary of Defense on 12 March 2019. The
agency unifies and integrates the Defense Department’s space development efforts, monitors the
Department’s threat-driven future space architecture, and accelerates new military space capabilities
necessary to ensure U.S. technological and military advantages in space.

DITECLOT .ttt ettt ettt e eesbe e e e s seesseeseenbeessaesnessnenns Gurpartap Sandhoo
Technology Support Office

Section 191 of United States Code Title 10 authorizes the Secretary of Defense to establish an agency
within the Department of Defense for the performance of a supply or service activity. A 14 April 2026
Deputy Secretary of War memorandum approved the establishment of the Technology Support Office
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and the position of Director. The Technology Support Office is responsible for establishing, in
coordination with the Department of War Special Access Program Central Office, a common security
portfolio to enable integrated partnership with Department components and non-Department entities;
establishing and managing Department databases for relevant commercial support; executing research,
development, testing and evaluation activities in collaboration with the Under Secretary of War
(Research and Engineering); prioritizing Department analytic and targeting objectives on behalf of the
Defense intelligence enterprise; and delivering end-to-end Department solutions to include
requirements, aggregate risk analysis, concept of operations development, mission planning, and
approval. The Director is under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of War
(Intelligence and Security).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt te et e et e e e e e seesaenbeenseennans William Nelson (Acting)
Disestablished Defense Agencies

Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

Succeeded by the Missile Defense Agency, January 2002.

Central Imagery Office
Duties assumed by the National Imagery and Mapping Agency, 1 October 1999.

Defense Audiovisual Agency
Disestablished 30 September 1985.

Defense Audit Service

Dissolved 2 November 1982 when role assumed by Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Review and
Oversight).

Defense Business Transformation Agency

Disestablished 30 June 2011 with duties assigned to different organizations.

Defense Civil Preparedness Agency

Transferred to Federal Emergency Management Agency by Reorganization Plan Number 3, 19 June
1978.

Defense Communications Agency

Succeeded by the Defense Information Systems Agency, 25 June 1991.

Defense Investigative Service

Duties assumed by the Defense Security Service, May 1999.

Defense Mapping Agency

Disestablished 1 October 1996, with its functions transferred to the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency.

Defense Nuclear Agency

Name changed to Defense Special Weapons Agency, 26 June 1996; functions assumed by the Defense
Threat Reduction Agency, 1 October 1998.
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Defense Security Assistance Agency

Succeeded by the Defense Security Cooperation Agency, 1 October 1998.

Defense Special Weapons Agency
Succeeded by the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, 1 October 1998.
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XIII. Department of Defense Field Activities

Defense Media Activity

Established on 1 January 2008 by DoD Directive 5105.74 to consolidate several military departments’
media organizations, including the Soldiers Media Center, Naval Media Center, Marine Corps News,
Air Force News Service, and American Forces Information Service into a single field activity. It also
includes the Stars and Stripes newspaper and the Defense Information School. The Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) exercises authority, direction, and control over the agency.

DITECLOT ..ttt Col. Richard McNorton, USA (Acting)
War Media Activity

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Department of
War” in official correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory
documents within the executive branch. A 9 February 2026 memorandum from the Director of
Administration and Management redesignated the Defense Media Activity as the Department of War
Information Activity. A 6 May 2026 memorandum from the Director of Administration and
Management redesignated the Department of War Information Activity to War Media Activity.

DITECLOT ..ttt e Col. Richard McNorton, USA (Acting)
Defense Technical Information Center

Originally established in 1945 as the Air Documents Research Center to collect German technical
documents on aeronautical subjects, the center evolved into the Defense Technical Information Center
in 1979. It became a Department of Defense Field Activity in 2004 under the authority, direction, and
control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), reporting to the
Director of Defense Research and Engineering. A Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 13 July
2018, placed the agency under the authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense
(Research and Engineering), reporting through the Director of Defense Research and Engineering
(Research and Technology).

A QMINISTIATOT oo ee e eee e eaeeeeeanes Silvana Rubino-Hallman
Defense Technology Security Administration

Established by the Deputy Secretary of Defense on 10 May 1985 as a field activity. In 1998 the Defense
Threat Reduction Agency absorbed its functions. On 31 August 2001, the Deputy Secretary of Defense
signed a memorandum reestablishing the agency under the authority, direction, and control of the Under
Secretary of Defense (Policy).

A 7 November 2025 memorandum from the Secretary of War directed the realignment of the
Defense Technology Security Administration from the Under Secretary of War (Policy) to the
Under Secretary of War (Acquisition and Sustainment) and instructed the Under Secretary of War
(Acquisition and Sustainment) to devise an implementation plan for the Deputy Secretary of War’s
approval within 60 days. A 6 February 2026 memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of War
approved the plan for the realignment of authority, direction and control of the Director, Defense
Technology Security Administration, from the Under Secretary of War (Policy) to the Under
Secretary of War (Acquisition and Sustainment).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt e st esbe e b e e b e esbeeseessaesseeseenseenseesaans Michael Laychak
Department of Defense Education Activity

Established by DoD Directive 1342.20, 19 October 2007, under the authority, direction, and control
of the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness).
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DITECTOT ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt nes Paul Craft
Department of War Education Activity

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Department of
War” in official correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory
documents within the executive branch. A 23 June 2026 memorandum from the Director of
Administration and Management redesignated the Department of Defense Education Activity as the
Department of War Education Activity.

DHTECLOT ...ttt st ettt b e bbb et eb e e b et et et eseesesbenbeneas Paul Craft
Department of Defense Human Resources Activity

Established by DoD Directive 5100.87, 29 June 1998, merging the Department of Defense Civilian
Personnel Management Service and the Defense Manpower Data Center. Operates under the authority,
direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt et e et e e et e st e beesbeesbeenbeessessaasssesseenseensas Jeffrey Register
Department of War Personnel Readiness Management Activity

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Department of
War” in official correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory
documents within the executive branch. A 23 June 2026 memorandum from the Director of
Administration and Management redesignated the Department of Defense Hyman Resources Activity
as the Department of War Personnel Readiness Management Activity.

DITECTOT ...ttt ettt ettt a e s ae s e e e e s e sseeseesaesesseesaessensensennens Jeftrey Register
Department of Defense Test Resource Management Center

Established by DoD Directive 5105.71, 8 March 2004, under the authority, direction, and control of
the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics). A Deputy Secretary of
Defense memorandum, 13 July 2018, placed it under the authority, direction, and control of the Under
Secretary of Defense (Research and Engineering).

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt et e bt be e be e b e et e e seesseebeenseessesssenseenns George Rumford

Department of War Test Resource Management Center

Executive Order 14347, 5 September 2025, authorized the use of the secondary title “Department of
War” in official correspondence, public communications, ceremonial contexts, and non-statutory
documents within the executive branch. A 9 February 2026 memorandum from the Director of
Administration and Management redesignated the Department of Defense Test Resource Management
Center as the Department of War Test Resource Management Center.

DITECLOT ..ttt ettt e et e te b e e be e e e eseesseesaenseesseessanseanns George Rumford

Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation

Established by DoD Directive 3030.1, 29 November 1978. The Director of the Office of Economic
Adjustment also serves as the executive director of the Economic Adjustment Committee. DoD
Directive 3030.01, 5 March 2006, placed the office under the authority, direction, and control of the
Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), reporting through the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Energy, Installations, and Environment). A memorandum from the Deputy
Secretary of Defense, 13 July 2018, revised the office’s reporting structure, placing it under the
authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Sustainment), and
under the purview of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Sustainment). Section 905 of the William M.
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"Mac" Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, PL 116-283, 1 January
2021, changed the name to Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation.

DITECTOT ..ot meenemmnen Patrick J. O’Brien

Washington Headquarters Services (WHS)

Established by DoD Directive 5110.4, 1 October 1977. The Director of the Washington Headquarters
Services oversees a broad range of administrative, management, and common support services,
including human resources, facilities and facility operations, financial management, acquisition and
contracting, and executive services for the Secretary of Defense. The Director also provides oversight
of designated DoD-wide statutory and regulatory programs, supporting DoD components and other
federal entities as directed and assigned. DoD Directive 5110.04, 27 March 2013, updated the mission,
responsibilities, functions, relationships, and authorities of the organization. The National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, PL 116-283, 1 January 2021, placed the Washington
Headquarters Services under the authority, direction, and control of the Director of Administration and
Management.

D<o (SRS Regina F. Meiners
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