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Trask:  This is an oral history interview with Charles W. Duncan, Jr., taking place in 

Houston, Texas, on May 17, 1996.  Interviewers for the OSD Historical Office are Alfred 

Goldberg and Roger Trask.   

 Mr. Duncan, I would like to ask you first if you would briefly summarize your 

background and professional career up to the time you became deputy secretary of 

defense, and then we will ask you about the circumstances of your appointment to that 

position. 

Duncan:  My family was in the coffee roasting business here in Houston for many years.  

I went to public schools in Houston, to Rice University, and did two years of graduate 

work in management at the University of Texas.  After graduating from Rice with a 

Bachelor of Science in chemical engineering, I went to work for a short period of time 

for the Humble Oil and Refining Co., which is now a part of EXXON.  After a brief 

period with Humble, I went into the family coffee business, which was owned by my 

uncle and my father.  My uncle died in 1957 and the coffee business was sold to a 

California green coffee importing company; they sold green coffee to roasters who 

roasted the coffee and sold it.  Then several years later those owners were going to sell 

the company, and I put together a group to buy it.  We then expanded the company and 

acquired some other coffee companies around the nation.  During that process I 

encountered some people with The Coca-Cola Company, who had an instant coffee 

plant at that time up in New Jersey.  To my surprise, Coca-Cola began talking to us 
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