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Goldberg: This is an interview with Robert W. Komer, Under

Secretary of Defense for Policy from 1979 to 1981,

in Room 5C328, the Pentagon, on March 25, 1981. Mr.

Komer has a set of questions which we have previously

submitted and he will speak to such of them as

interest him.

Komer: Bear in mind that I played two roles from 1977 to

1981. From the beginning of the Carter administration

until October 1979, I was the advisor to the secretary

on NATO affairs, a unique role created especially

for me by the secretary of defense. I suspect,

looking back, that what I got started then may have

more lasting value and importance than what I was

able to do in 16 months as under secretary. At any

rate we can explore that proposition.

Let me start out with question 7 (and not bother

with how important NATO is to the United States,

because that's self-evident). Do Europeans support

NATO to the extent necessary? Obviously not, or
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