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CONDIT: Thie is an interesting conversation about recial integration
in the armed forces. That was on the way by the time Forresgtal be

csme Secretary of Defense, wasn't it? James Evana was the man . . .

LEVA: James Evans was the Special Assistant. But more than that,
Lester Granger, who was the head of the Rational Urban Lesgue at
the time, was Forrestal's close friend from his New York deys.
Between Forrestal and Lester CGranger at HNavy and Jim Evans at
Defense I think greast etrides were mmde, consldering the state of

the gltuation at the time.

CONIIT: Did Forrestsl have anything to do with Symington's

willingness to start with integration in the new Air Force?

IEVA: I don't know. He and Bymington were very close friends in

gpite of their philosophical differences.

CONDIT: Symington seems to have gone right in with integration,
with no problems, but the Army appears to hsve given you a bed

time.

LEVA: The Army gave us a very bad time. Kenneth Royall gave us a

very bad time. Everybody gave us a bad time.
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CONTIT: Wag this the generals or was this . . . . '

IEVA: T don't know. I think it wes Just a general, ingrained
attitude, ©lus Kenneth Royall's North Carolina antecedents, I'm_
afraid, if I, being from Selma, Alabama, cen be permitted to make

thet remark. This is an interesting matter.

REARDEN: Yes, this raises a questlon about Forrestal's relations
with the Navy after he had become Secretary of Defense. What

happened then to Forrestal's friendships in the Navy?

LEVA: They continued, I think. They were very close. But 1t
was certainly news to me that Forrestal had originally objected

to Wmitz as Chief of Raval Operstions. Or to Sherman.
REARDEN: Yes, I thought he was quite close to Sherman.

TEVA: Sherman wae the greatest figure of all, I thought, in terms
of intellect. It was & greet tragedy that he died so young. I've
paid it before, both on snd off the record: If Shermen had become
Cheirmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as he would have, instead of
Radford becoming Chailrman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I think it
might well have changed the entire history of the postwar period.

Sherman was so infinitely superior.

REARTEN: What I'd like to tentatively explore is the area that
Mr. Only felt that we should talk to you about -~ the relations

between OSD and the White Housé and Congress. Ohly commented that
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he dealt with the NSC quite a bit, dut he never dealt very much
with the White House or the President and that these affairs were
menaged by the Secretary or by you. Particularly, what were the

- relstions between Forrestal and Truman -~ good, bed, indtfrerent?

IEVA: I think they were very good in the earlier period and they
deteriorsted in the lester period. I alweys ascribe the deterioration
in my own mind to the White House "palace guard," who were constantly
dripping poison. Do you know what he's doing? Do you know what

this men is doing? Untruths, half-truths, and so forth. This 1s
largely a surmise on my part concerning various ipdividusls around
Mr. Trumen. I suppose 1t wes most dramatic in my mind when Genersl
Gruenther and I flew down with Forrestal in November 1948, November
or December 1948 after the election, to Key West. Forrestal and
Gruenther had just been on & trip to Burcpe, and Forrestal was
reporting on the trip. I thought the palace guards served to keep
him from baving any private conversation with Mr. Truman whatsoever,
in particular, Mati Connelly, who was the Pregident's Appointments
Secretary at that time and who regulated the access to the President

both in Washington and even on an imformal vacation.

REARDEN: Could we beck up & little bit to the spring of 1948 at

the time of the . . .

LEVA: You're asking questions I can't possibly answer. If you

show me there was & spring in ;9h8, I will agree with you! It

—%
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stands to resson there would have been a spring in 1948, I was
working almost literally 24 hours a day around the tlock, around
the year. I didn't know sprihg from fall, and I really have no

- recollection of specific events., Jumping ahead, I gee one of yoﬁr typed
gquestions on this list about the cancellation of MeCone's appointment as
Under Secretary of Defense 1n the summer of 1948. If John McCone
was appointed Under Secretary of Defenge or if it was withdrawn,
i1t's news to me. I'm pure it happened. My recollection is zileh.
I'm gorry but that's the case. You know, you run like hell, you
get the day's work done and hopefully you live to do the next day's
work. I don't have the sort of mind that Jack Ohly hes. I can’t
tell you in any great detail about the case I handled in Rew York
yesterday or the case I handled in New York the day before yesterday.

I can tell you in great detail about the two I'm handiing right now.

CONIIT: Yes, 1t's tone, feeling quality, thet you can really sey
gomething about. For example, could you compare the feeling tone
under Forrestal, the working relationg among the steff, compared

with what those relations were gfter Johnson came in?

LEVA: Bure. I think that under Forrestal there was a loyalty

and an egprit de corps. Three musketeers. Something that I had

never seen before anywhere in govermment. It was port of a crusede,
and I think there was rather a glear feeling about the crussde.

If you have to put that into words, it was, "We're doing things
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about the Defense Department; we're doing things about the Natlonal
Security Council; the Nationmal Security Resources Board. Thexe is
now & Netional Security Council for the first time. We're doing

all of this to prevent World War III, which 1s en immirent possibility.”
CONIOIT: You getuaslly felt that?

LEVA: Yes, certainly I think there was that feeling among the
gtaff around Forrestal. Apparently, as Forrestal got more and
more worn out, this beceme a real case of mental iliness with him,
He thought 1t was not only imminent, it was tomorrow. I was not
aware of that. That was after he left the office end after I last
saw him. Those who did see him, both down in Florids and st the
hospitel, have told me that. I think those around Forrestal really
thought they were doing scmething of great importance.

I'11 give you one example. I asked a fellow who was a year behind
me in law school to teke my job in the Navy when I went to Defence,
my job as personal handmeiden to the Secretary of the Navy, screening
every paper that passed over his desk. T thought it was a very
exeiting job for my then age of 31 or 32, and it wes, I bad just
come back from three years of sea duty. This fellow, who is a
brilliant, brilliant lawyer, a great theoreticisn, and currently

a professor at the Columbia Lew School, would not take the job.

He said it had no social significance. And I saild, "What do you
mean?" "Well, you know, you're jJust working on these military

things."” I speid, "It has the socisl significance that we'lre going
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to prevent World Wer IIT if it can be humanly done."” "Yes, I think

thet was the crusade and I think that was the esprit de corps. I

don't think that esprit lested under louls Johmson. It was Tre-

created to a degree under Pob Iovett and General Marshall, not to
the same extent. 'The flame did not quite explre, but it was not
quite the same. With Forrestal and with those around him . . . .

I mean, this was the gentle, perfect kmight. I still think that.
CONTIT: Did size have something to do with it?

ILEVA: It was certainly s factor, though the lncrease in size didn't really
ecome along until later when I was out. The real expangion came

with Charlie Wilson, McNamera merely coutinued 1t. I haven't

seen the statistics on sgize, but I will bet you the increase from
Forrestal to Johnson, while substantial, was not all that great.

And to Marshall-Lovett was not all that greet. Tom Gates and the
others I don't think had much of an effect, one way or the other.

But the real gquaptum jump came with Wilson. It didn't really come
wvith McNemers. That was the second quantum jump. But in terms

of feeling and in terms of Forrestal's relaticnshlp with Trumen,

I thought that when he was Secretary of the Mavy he had & tremendously
good relationship with Truman. I thought as Secretary of Defense --
although he was not Truman's first choice for the job, as you know

Fatterson was -- (the relationship deteriorsted over time).

CORDIT: I take it you had a real affection for Forrestal, a resl

affaction.
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ILEVA: I Bad an enovrmous affection for Forrestsl. I thought he wvas

a tremendous person.

CONIIT: You were very fond of Jack Chly? -
TEVA: Yes. I bad never met Jack Chly, you see, before this.
CONDIT: Oh, you hadn't? But you brought him in,

LEVA: Becsuse Forrestal had already ssked Admiral McNeil to be his budget
offlcer and msked me to be his Jegal officer. I gald, "You're

getting into real hot water." I haed then only worked with Forrestel

for six monthe at the Navy. "You don't have any Army people.”

He emid, "What do you suggest?" I said, "I'll inguire.” I wms

told that Patterson's zpecisl agsistant, Jack Ohly, was extremely

good; s0 T interviewed Jack ard brought him in. No, I only met

him in 1947 in connection with the job, but he's & marvelous person.

Cne of the ablest public servants I've ever known.

CONDIT: What sbout MoNell? What were his relstions with Porrestal

and you?

LEVA: Very good and very narrow. 1'll repeat, very good and
very narrow. You have to know McNeil's background., I'm suffering
fram the fact that I don't know how much of this I've already
seld. McBNell wes an spprentice éeamau during World Hg.r I. THe
was from Iowa. He loved the Nevy with & pession. This wes a

1iability; it wae also an asset. He got out and went into businesa
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after World War I. He came to Washington as circwlation mansger

of The Washington Fost. First he was clrculation manager in

western Maryland; his home was in Gelthersburg or Germantown,
you know, one of the towns. Then he was circulation mansger here,

and then he came into the Favy from The Washington Fost at the

beginning of World Wer IIZ. I think he came in 25 & lleutenant
camander and he rose ag a reserve or he had been in the reserves.
I met McHNeil a yesr bhefore I met Forrestal, when I was still
serving out my time in uniform after I had come home from ges
duty. I was assigned to the Bureau of Ships in a mixed legal/
aceounting capacity having to do with contract terminstions,
Frank Lincoln, lster an Assistant Secretary, waes counsel to
McReil, who was the comptroller or fiseal director of the Newy.
Frank Lincoln asked if T could teke his Job as MceNell's counsel
g0 thet he could go back to hie law firm in New York. To meke a
long story short, in that capacity I then became deputy fiscal
director of the Navy as well as counsel to the fiaeal director.
Shortly thereafter, I got to kmow McNeil, the fiscal director,
very well. I was very fond of McNeil. 1In fact, I was debating phoning
McoNell when I was in New York yesterdsy and decided T aouldn't listen
+0 any more Republican politiecs; so I didn't.

MeHeil and Forrestal went out to the stomie experiments at
Eniwetok or Alkind stoll, whichever, and I was left as acting

fiscal director of the Navy. Then they went sround the world
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and came bdack, 30 that lasted longer than it should have. When
they came back, McNeil nsked me to attend Forrestal's mesting of
Buresu chiefs, which were held once a week with him, since I had
heen acting during this pericd; so I got to know Forrestel through
McNeil. Then Forrestal asked me, when hls personal counsel left,
to take that job. His personal counsel was Jack Connor, who is
now cheirman of Allled Chemlcsl and wes a year ahead of me at
Harvard Iew School. Actuelly Jack Connor asked me to take the

Job; apd I maid, "You kmow, Forrestal must know somebody he wants
to take the job." He sald, "Well, I'm asking you for Forrestsl . . . ."
So I went with Porrestsl, limiting it to something like six months.
By the time six months was ocut, he was Secretary of Defense, and
he asked me to come with hm there, I limited that to one year,
which didn't really succeed in limiting 1t.

Ag to MeNeil, he had greet abilities in the fimcal field, self
taught, and great abilities 1n the Congressional relations field.
TP McNell told people like Senator Harry Byrd the elder something,
they believed it. If Forrestal told them, they liked him but they
were skeptical; they wanted to know what MeNell geaid. MeNedil
bullt up quite s persomal following on the Hill, which was good
for the Navy and which later was good for Iefense. It was very
good for the Defense budget. But he reslly was never able to get
rid of his pro-Ravy blas, and the Alr Force was alwayg susplelous

of him, snd the Army was reasconably suspleious. By wvirtue of that
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and knowing that, I wes most insistent on getting Ohly from the
Army and I tried to get Forrestal to have an Army aide. In fact,
he hed a Navy aide. The Navy aurs in the esrly period was too )
great, I dldn't regard myself as Navy; I had never gotten gbove
lleutenant. But the oblection was that I was Mavy. It wasn't

the same as McNell, who hed gpent a lifetime in the Reserves.

CONDIT: I understand McNeil's job became wvery "iffy"_ after
Johuson came in, There was some little story there about how it

wes saved.

LEVA: I don't know about 1t's becoming "iffy," but Jobuson was
suspicious of everybody who had been with Forrestal., I didn't
expect to stay. Forrestsl, before he became so i1}, msked me to
stay 90 days to help Johnson with the transition. T sald I would
but I wanted out. I hed never met Johmson before he came in. He

asked me to sgtay and we were in . . .
CONDIT: How soon did he ask you to stay?

LEVA: 1 thirk almost immedistely, I don't kmow. I don't even

remember, but apperently there was never any question about my

leaving. The only time amything came up was when elther Johnsom

or Bteve Early sent for me and told me that in a meeting the Democratic
Rational Coamlttee had complained that I hed hired two Republican lawyers.

T said, "I don't really kmow the politice of the lswyers I hired.

10
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I hired the best lawyers I could get, and I'm going to contime

to do s0. If you want somebody to hire Democratic lawyers, you've
got to get ancther boy.” "Oh no, you Just do what you want and
we'll protect your flanks."” 8o I think I 1mid it on the line at-
thaet point that I wasn’t running a politicsl office. I heppen to
be a belleving Demoerat, but that's different.

CONDIT: Is there anything to the ides thst Idincoln may have talked

to Johnson about McNell's value and usefulness?

LEVA: I never heard of it. If I had heard of 1%, I've forgotten

it. Where was Iincoln at the time?
CONDIT: I guesé he was out. He knew Johnson, d1dn't he?

LEVA: He had been from Steptoe and Johngon; he had been with
Johnson's law firm at one time and his brother still was, Don
Iincoln was at Steptoe and Johnson ; Prank TLincoln was with s firm
in New York he had established before the war, Lundgren, Bartells,
and Idneoln. No longer in existence. He then went to work as an

executive at some conglamerate, I think.

CONDIT: One thing that I see in the O0SD files is & great paper
mass on General McNarney's National Defense Management Committes.

Was that a very serious undertaking?

LEVA: Well, General McNarney and Admiral Carney originally worked on

the budget and then that broadened out into general mansgement.

il
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I really don't remember that. Has amyone talked to Admiral Carnpey?
CONTIT: I don't belleve so.

LEVA: Admiral Carney should be a gold mine of information. He

wag in the Washington office of the Bath Shipbuilding Works and

he also hed a consultancy with the Washington office of Westinghouse.
I think he lives In tlis area. He was & strong, able man, one of
the ablest Chiefs of Naval Operationsg during the period that I had

any Tamilisrity with.

CONDIT: Would I be correct in surmising that Griffith and Eerly

were both buddies of Johnson and brought in for . . .

LEVA: Quite different, quite different. ILouis Johngon, to my
great agtonighment, arrived at the Pentagon thinking he was gping

to be the next President of the Unlted States. It was quite clear
to me that the Pentagon is & graveyard for political ambitions.

When Forrestal became Secretary of Defense, there was a lot of

telk about hie belng the next Vice President; and I imew that

vasn't going to bappen either. Johnson arrived thinking he was
going to ba?themxt Pregident. He had been the head of ihe
American legion, he was used to the kingmaking process. Steve FRarly
had been the public reletions fellow for Roosevelt. T don't believe
he was all thet close to Jobnson., They were fairly clese, but Steve

Farly was there to meke Louls Johnson the next President. Paul
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Griffith was there apg an intimste buddy whom Johnaon had made

head of the American lLeglon after him, who was to do any dirty
work that Johnson didn't want to do. I think he had done the -
same thing for Johnson in his law practice. He was sort of a
perscnal servant whom, over everybody's cobjections, Jobnson made
Assistant Secretary of Defense when the 1940 amendments came along
creating three Asslstant Secretaries of Defense. Ohly didn't take
it. It waas glven to Paul Criffith. He never really functioned sse
other then a personal troubleshocter: Go out and make a apeech to
the Legion, teke care of thie, somebody's constituent is erying.
Griffith never functioned as an Assistant Secretary of Defense
and knew that he didn't. A roly-poly, pleasent men. I 4ldn't
know much about him. He was like Lou Renfrow. General Renfrow
was there on much the game basls. Iou Renfrow was more the

court Jjester, I would say.

CONDIT: I guess Ohly wes replaced by the triumvirste -~ Burns,

Lemnitzer snd Helaby on hig IBA slde.
ILEVA: Halsby had already been there,
CONIOT: Johmson dldn't like him I gather.

1LEVA: Johnson was terribly suspicious of him. He said, "Get that

A=reb out of here." I can remember‘that.

13
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CONDIT: "A-rab”i

LEVA: I can remember +that! Halaby was Lebanese by desgcent. I
paved Halshy's job on more than one oceaslon by telling Johnson .
he wvas a brilliant lewyer, which he was. He got 1o over his
depth at Pan American later, but that's & separate publect.
Halaby was & good and effective fellow at the Pentagon. Johnson
dlidn't trust him. He didn't trust anmybody from the Middle East

much.
CONDIT: Halaby left and then he came bark a little later.

LEVA: Ceneral Buns ieg & peculiar figure. He was certainly
over the hill and too old to do amything effective, but Johnaon

listened +o0 him =nd that was very lumportant.
REARDEN: He used Burns quite a bit, didn't he?

TEVA: Yes, he was important in that he would not have listened

to & lemnitzer but, when s Lemnitzer briefed a Burns, it was flne.
CONDIT: TLemnitzer is very bitter, T think, about Johnaon.

LEVA: Well, Lem has 8o many things to be bitier about. I sssume
he's bitter sbout -Kennedy too. That comes later. I'm fond of
ILem, always was. My good wife, who's a doector, begged Lem not to
take Sump training. He wes almost SO when he tock parachute

training. Shirley said, "You know, you tall, slender guys, " as

1
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he then we.s, “you're going to hurt your back end so forth."
Of course, he said, "In order to get ghead in the Army, this you've
got to do." He was a good friend of ours. I don't see him that

often, but T still regard him as s good friend.
CONDIT: He comes into the Pentagon every day.

IEVA: And I know he's bitter. I'm wendering, excuse me.

How was lisison establisghed with the White House, to go to your
first question., I didn't think that it was that organized, you
know. If there was a speech to be written, Forrestal did not like
t0 git around that Cabinet table when speeches were being written.

I would uwsually go over, ridiculous gs that may now seem, and I
would be the Defense Depertment representative. While we were
eerteinly not on & compareble footing, Mr. Acheson would come
representing himself, and he was the Stete Depsrtment representative,
Charlie Ross, who wae then handling public relatione at the White
Houge would be there; Clark Clifford, assisted by Charlie Murphy,
loter gucceeded by Charlie Murphy; ernd there would be quite =

team ground the table. The White Houge didn't say to send Merx

Leve, God knows; you know, Forrestal sent Marx Leva on that. On
National Securdity Council mstters or what not, he sent Jack COhly,
accompanied on some occasions by military, not aceompenied on others.
Any first-hand relationshlip or liaison was bhetween Forreatal and

Truman or Forrestal and Clifford.

15
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In the eawly deys, Forrestal and Clifford were extremely close.
T never did know, Mr. Clifford belng one floor above me at nw law
office snd also one of my friends, Wwhether Clark wes one of the
cabal that £inally got Forrestsl or whether he merely got into it at
the last minute, on the grounds that Forrestal’s health had i
deteriorated snd he couldn't be permitted to atay in office. There
were two quite different groups. I would have agreed with the second,
I would not have agreed with the first. Just to go back te specifics,
the first, I'm sure was constantly aripping poison; "Forrestel reslly
wyanted Dewey elected in 1948; he's briefing Dewey™; snd so forth.

My own understending of that wes thet -- I got 1% second~
hand from Forrestal -- Mr. Trumen told Forrestal and Marshell, who
was then Secretary of State, "I don't expect you to get into the
political cempaign, it's golng to get nesty. I do expect you to
defend the conduct of the sdministration if the Republicans or the
Republican candidates attack foreign policy or attack defense
policy.” That dldn't really bappen; 80 Yorrestal and Marshall
did not get into the csmpaign. 1 think that Forrestal asked Truman's
permiesion to have Dewey briefed on forelgn policy and had that
permission. I think on one oecesion Forrestal triefed Dewey. It
would be surprising if he hadn't., They knew each other in New
York, and so forth. This gave ammunition for those who wanted
to say, "You know, he's really on the other side.”

Forrvestsl was a pretty strong Demoerat. He wouldn't have

been down here 1f he hadn't been; he left Wall Street in 1939

16




. B R IR T T - i . . [

o FIBRKE I T TR g TN T WA A A Sy Sy P

Page determined 1o be Unclassified
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS

I{?a\;\le iFﬁ AI ?626. Sictizoélfsﬁ

or 1940 to clme down here, He was the son of Irish immigrants; he
was 2 strong Democrat in his personsl views; he was very liberal
for the times, certainly for someone who hed been in the finencial
community; he had worked his way through Dartmouth and Princeton.

I thought this (gossip) wacs s lot of malarkey and I sort of laughed
at it. I undervalued the geriousness of it when dropped into s
Presidentlal candidate's ear dsy by dey throughout a hotly contested
political campaign which almost nobody felt the President would
win. 7T certainly didn't think he’d win 1t, and I don't think

mmry people did. Bat I think that people around Truman, I

cen't say which people -- Matt Connelly I think wms one, John
Steelman was probebly another -- were pert of a cabal., I1'd

like to believe thet Clifford esnd Murphy, who were my points of
contact, were not part of it, but who knows. There was obviously
a cabal, as White House cabmls get set up, which was out to get
rid of Forrestal. Now were they out to get rid of Forrestal in
order to get in Johnson, who was ralsing money for the campaign?

I don't know., Johnscn alwsys denied thet, and he wrote me & long
letter, which I'll f£igh out scamewhere if you want it, sfterwards

denying he had anything to do with the depsrture of PForrestal.

REARDEN: I sense in reading some of the documents that the feeling
in the White House was that Forrestal had lost control of the

military. Was there any indicsetlon to you that this wee the line

17
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of thinking in the White House?

IEVA: No. I would think that would be an excuse, but-I never saw
that. You spee, I was never aware that Forrestal was ill until the
very end. I was aware thet he was tired, he was exhausted. When
he left office, he broke. That I could see. If we had a piece of
paper like this -- I've used this illustration before ~- and we
were going up before a Congreasional committee, which was a very
big part of my role with him, and he was going over the questions
to revise, he might do it in five minutes; but in the last three
months, he might 4o it in thirty minutes or an hour and would
torture himself on whether a word should be "view" or "attitude.”
T felt that was s reflection of exhmaustion. I had no experience with
problems of mental heslth; I did not realize the thin llne between

exhsustion and depresalon.

CONDIT: What did your wife say?

LEVA: I dida't tell her sbout it. I didn't mention it.
CONDIT: She didn't notice it when she saw him?

LEVA: We d.i?d.n't see nim that often. We had dinner at the Forrestal house
occasionally, but I don't think in the last days we hed dinner much.

He came by our little houge in Cleveland Park on one occasion I

remember. We asked him for & dinner we were having, which wes

Just a small dinner party, snd he wrote a little note saylng,
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"Gan I come Yor cocktails but not for dinner?' He really didn't

1ike social engapements and he ran in and he ran out. The whole
neighborhood wag buzzing about those limousines out fronmt; I don't
know where else he and hig sides were going, and what not. My

wife was very fond of Forreatzl. Of course, the family situetion

was & tragedy; that's no item of news. I guess the last time we

had dinner at the house, Mrs. Forrestal was extremely drunk, which

wes not unique, It was Just e mess.

CONDIT: That's really too bad. One of the questions on this pege
intrigues me: Was Forrestal actually asked by Trumsn to retire?

o you know the answer to that?

LEVA: 1 thipk st the end, yes. I think, on the grounds of
Truman's rationale in his own book, that Forrestal's health had
deteriorated, and so forth. This is purely speculative, but my

own idea about it was not that, but scomething slse which came out

a 1little, I suppose, in discussions with Louls Johnson about fund
raising. Iouls Johnson desperately wanted to rehabilitate himself in
his owp =yes. When I say rehabilitste, it should be remembered that
he had been s very successful lawyer in Clarksburg, West Virginis,
whleh ieg where he firgt practiced. When he found that most things
in the state were done in the state capital et Charleston, he
opened an office in Charleaton aﬁd was lmensely succeésful there.

Then when he could operate in a broader sphere, he opened an office
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in Washington. His firm now has offices in Clarksburg, cimrléaton,
and Weshington, very good offices. My son-in-law 1p A partner in the
Washington office. Johmson wes talking about fund raising. Nobody
would glve money to the Demoerats in 1948 and I was dubious about
scme of his tactics in getting money for the Demoerats, but 1t was

a desperate campaign and there was no way to get money. Truman

hed apparently asked everybody under the sun to raise money and
nobody would, and Touls said that he would., I think, he said he
would provided he was glven his cholce of any cabinet job., Now

nobody told me that in haeec verba.

CCNDIT: Wouldn't that go unsaild?

LEVA: TYou kave to remember, not with Louls Johnson 1t wouldn®t,
beceuse he'd call a spade a damn shovel. You have to remember

that Louls Johnson had been Asslstant Secretary of War when Woodring
was Secretary of War, You have to remember that they got into a
terrible fight and that Roosevelt fired them both., Johnson was
looking for what we regard &8 rehebilitation. Having been fired as
Asglatant Secretary of War, rehabllitation consisted of the top job in
thut complex. Whereas he could have been Secretary of the Treasury
or Attorney Genersl or what not, he had to be Secretary of Defense,
8¢ 8 to have rehabllitgtion in his own mind. I think that after
the election, Truman sgked him, "What jJob do you want?" And I

think that had something to do with ouwr cool reception down in
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Key West before we knew any of this, say, two weeks after the
election. Louls had said, "I want the Defense job," end Truman
had said, "Well, that tekes a little doing, let me work om it." _
He couldn't "work on it" by the time of the inauguration, and it
came a couple of months later. That's my own interpretation, and

I have nothing to g0 on except gut reaction to things I saw.

CORDIT: How did you resct to Johmson's firing, which was sort of

tragie in 8 way?
LEVA: It had been coming for a long time, you know.

CONDIT: Bat I believe that he had lived with it for so long that

he was no longer expecting it.

LEVA: I don't know how I reacted to it, I can't tell you how I
felt et the time. We were in the midst of a war and everything
was addresgsed to thet. With his firing, Marshall became Secretary
and Bob Lovett, whom I knew well because of Forrestal, became
Deputy Secretary. My great contact then was Lovett rather then
Marshaell, who really left the running of the Department to Lovett.
I don't know how I reacted, I may have felt that it was & personal

tragedy but one that was really overdue by that time.

CONDIT: You've expressed your asdmiration for Lovett. Do you
feel that he moved the Department of Defense back into the genme

"groove" that Forregstal would have liked?
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CONDIIT: Could you expand con that?

LEVA: See my book review! See my book review of The Forrestal

Daries in The New York Times in 1551 in which I satld that Lovett

carried on Forrestal's policles, and so forth. I only know that
because T was rereading it Just last week for a purpose. If I
can find s copy, I'1l get you = copy. I think that Lovett's
thinking wes essentlally psrallel to Forrestal's. Iovett had been
Apglstant Secretary of War for Alr, so that he didn't have the
Bavy viewpoint, but he did have the viewpoint of a relatively
smell central organization with delegation of coperations to Army,
Bevy, and Alr Force. T don't know if that was ever really obtainable,
but that was what they were trying to do. Forrestal's problem was
that he hed no under secretary, no assigtant secretary, and he was
trylng to carry that out. He was holst by his own petard, the
compromise that emerged. Lovett wes not that restricted; he had
sore people.

You sk what were the relationships among the specisl
egpistants. If Jack Ohly didn't dig out e piece of paper for you,
he should have, becsuse I don’t have it. I drafted 1t and we
redrafted it, and it defined the work of the three ppeeial assistamts:
Leva for legel and legislative, MoNell for budgetary gnd fiscal
control, Ohly for National Securlity Council end National Security

Resources Board eand everything else, Bui there was a fourth
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paragraph that said that all three special assistants were supposed
to be utility infielders in effect, and everybody was supposed to
know what was going on gpo thet they could back each other up. And
we did, We had s much broader charter, I think, than anybody s:l.;xce.

We covered the totality.

CONIIT: I gather that you worked well together; you were not only

friendly but you were . . . .

LEVA: Very. VWe were always together, at the office and asway.

If McHell had a budgetery matter he wanted to discuse, he could
come to me or to Jack and we would be sounding boards. If I wented
to know whether or not I should go to Congreassman Zilech, I could

go to McNeil, who knew the Congress, and talk to him. We worked
terribly closely, which was a great privilege, really. It worked,

it worked at that point.

CONIOIT: Tell me a little bit about Marshall's personality. bDid

you have much to do with him?

LEVA: Not much. T was Assistant Secretary of Defense. 1 suppose
the closegt I ever worked with Marshall was when he told me he wanted
Anna Rosenberg t0 be Asslistant Secretary of Defense. I had never
met her, He anticipated gome problems in the Congress and would
I handle the confirmation? I worked very closely with Marshall on

that. I worked closgely enough to tell him, when we d4id run into
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problenms, that 1t really didn't help very much for one Jewish
Asslstant Secretary to be up there tryling to get the nominstion of
another Jewlsh Assistant Becretary through; so I was going to have
my then Deputy General Counsel Felix Larkdn, a good Catholice wbo-is
now chairmsn of W.R. Grace, handle Anns Rosenberg's confirmation.
Which he dld very brilliantly, and which he was hetter equipped to
do than I was. You know, there were problems. You've got 4o have
8 reasonable gensitivity to thls sort of problem, that's all. I
wouldn't expeet General Marshall to understand that, really, dut
he accepted my view that this was not something that I should be in
the front row on. General Marshell, I am sure, was a great and
magrlficent figure. I think he wis a bit over-the-hill by the
time I knew him, I did not think he was a forceful Secretary of

Defenge. He certainly was forceful when it came to firing MacaArthur,
CONDIT: He was foreeful?

IEVA: Yes, I think so. Had he been on the other side, Truman would
have listened. Of course, he had Bradley by then and he had the
Chiefs. The Chiefs were peared to desth. Trumsn was strong as
horseradishy; so all that Marsghall had to be was strong in support

of Trumsn., I'm not saying thet Mershall took the lesd. (o mogt

things he didn't take much of s stand, he left it to Lovett.

CONIZT: Would you sey that being the front man for Trumen in
the Far East bearings afterwards was one of Marshall's major

contributions?
2k
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LEVA: I resigned in March 1951, effectlve May 1, General Marshall
ssgked me to stay on to handle thoge hearings. Lovett agked ne.

I said, "I came here for one year, I have been here for nearly .
five, and I give you Felix lLarkin, who is fully capable. I'm getting
out.” T also had commitments to this le.m firm. I got out. I dom't

know &s much sbout those hearings as I szhould,

CONDIT: What about Mershall {"Pat") Carter and his operation?

Apperently that wes very conotroversial.

IEVA: I don't know., DBat Carter came in as General Mershsall's aside
and much more than that, and I think he stepped on a lot of toes,

ireluding mine, T guess.
CONDIT: Yours tco! I've heard that he stepped on McReil's.

LEVA: He stepped on McNell's and stepped on Halaby's and whoever
¢lse was there, Halaby may lave heen gone by then, I don't know.
Pat is 8 person who acquires suthority unto himself, Once I
visited him out at NSA when he was the head of FSA. I gather that
Pat had tsken over most of the suthority of the deputies. Whereas
the Admiral who had preceded him had had operating deputies, now
there was only Pabt. While that tendency was good for General
Marshall because that's what he wanted, a fellow at his right
hand who could tell him everything, I'm not at all suie that 1t

was good for Pat Carter because he made enemies. How much of
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that was his own doing and how much because he wvas carrying out

Marshall's bidding,I'm really very vague on that.
CONDIT: Are you at all aware of his vislt to Bernard Beruch? -

LEVA: I imsgine that everybody visited Peruch. I'm not aware of
that. IRaruch was a great friend of Eberstadt's. There was an
ewful lot of wvisiting over the years back and forth., Where did
he go, up to New York? You want to know how did he reslly get

rid of all ithese people? I'm not aware.

CONIET: ©No, Carter went up on an entirely different metter for
General Marshell. I was Just wondering 1f he discussed this with
you &t all. It was concerning Marshall's future testimony at

Congress.

1EVA: FNo. I once wanted to go to see Mr. Feruch for Mr. Forrestal

when the Washington Times Herald came on the market, and I thought

Mr. Forrestal should buy it with a few financial friernds. He

wouldn't let me do that. Would have ssved hisg life, by the way.
CONDIT: How do you feel about Herry S. Truman and working for him?

ILEVA: I lj:ked him very much. The only mlisgiving I have is that

he believed the people who were telling him lles about Forrestal.

I just don't know how commendable that was, but the job of =
President iz g very diffiecult jJob., I guess he was getting the same

sort of things sbout people who didn't like the Secretary of the

Interior and . . . .
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CONIIT: BHe got scme things sbout the Secretary of State too.
ILEVA: He believed in Acheson though. That wae a strange one.
CONIIT: Tell me a little bit more about bim., That's interesting.

LEVA: Oh, what I mean by "That was & strange one"? A1l that I
mean 1s that the patrician son of an Eplecopal blshop and Harry S.
Truman were a very unlikely Mubt and Jeff éonfbination. Bt it
worked., In part, it worked becsuse I think Acheson felt very
deeply that the President was Commender in Chief.and the President
was in charge of foreign policy, and he never tried to bypsss, and

Truman knew that. So I think that worked very well.

CONDIT: Well, Acheson's only strength was Harry S. Trumen; he

didn't have much chance to bypass him, I don't thinpk.

LEVA: Well, he never tried, he never tried.

CONDIT: Did Forrestal ever try?

IEVA: No, but he was up to bypassing the State Department.

CONDIT: I pee. Scinawmy .. . . Do you think it made Trumen
nervous that Forrestal hed such a big vision of the roles of NBSC-

KSRB-DoD?

IEVA: T don't think so. I never saw any indications., He didn't

regard him a2 & man on horseback. T don't think.
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I think I incorporated in one Or ancther ¢f these Ainterviews
a memorsndum that Forrestal had me send to Clifford while he was
gtill Secretary of the Navy. You talk about preventing Worid War

III. Isn’t that in one of the interviews?
REARDEN: Yes.

LEVA: I think that was Forrestel's and not mine -« when we say
bypassing. Forrestal said, "You'd better send it to Clifford; the
Secretary of the Navy doesn't write to the President about foreign policy.”
The first draft had been prepared for sending to Truman; so I semt 1t to
Clifford, but it was clearly Forrestal's. That wegs sort of a blue-
print. Not s bad blueprint certainly for the time, but it

anticipated the Marshall Plan and 1lts object was the prevention of
World War III. T think thet was the overrlding thing. Forrestal

had been a maval aviator during World War I; he hed bullt the Navy

as Under Secretary in World War II; then he had been Secretary of

the Favy. Then he wag Secretary of Defenge and the overriding thing

was: How do we keep this from hsppening sgain?
CONDIT: That's a rather noble concept.

LEVA: COthers would say the overriding concept was: How do we
keep the Russisns from merching to the Chennei? That was the game

thing.

REARDEN: That memo you're talking about emphasized the economic

as5pects.
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IEVA: Much more than anything else; that was all economic. That

was a forerunner of the Marshall Pilan. The sad truth, which I

shouldn't say, is that Genersl Marshall was dragged, kicking and

gereaming, to espouse the Marshall Flan, We better end on that.
- June 14, 1977 -

CONDIT: Can you tell me anything about your successor, Daniel

Fdwards?

IEVA: I hed two successors. Felix laerkin succeeded me as General
ounsel and Den Flwards succeeded me as Assistant Secretary of
Defense. General Marshell had met Den Biwards in the course of

his work with the Red Cross and my recollection is thet General
Marshall asked Anne Rosernberg ome day, "Who was that nice young
fellow from North Carolina we met when we were down there?" He
proceeded, I think, to meske a very serious misteke, because he
should have made Felix Iarkin the Assistant Secretary. He didn'’t,
which resulted vather shortly in Felix's departure. TFelix had been
there from the beginning, in 1947, almost from the beginning, and
would have been a very good perscn, both for the legislative and
the legal job. Serlous as was the mistake of naming Dan Edwards
from all I later heard, even more serious was the mistake of letting
Fellx Tarkin go. I do not know anything about Den Edwarda; I

probably met him once.

CONITT: How about Charles A. Coolidge. DMd you know Coclldge?

29
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LEVA: I had not known Charlie Coolidge, but I met him and liked
him very much and thought he was terribly effective. He was as
ePfective ag Dan Fdwards was ineffective. They had very socon 1o

gerd Dan FEdwards off to s job in Paris, I believe. He did not

last very long.

CONIIT: In fact, 1t worries me that they sent him to NATO., I

think that's where they send a lot of people who . . .

LEVA: They might well have done so., I &idn't see him when I
was over there., I was st NATO a year or so later vislting Genersl
Persons and General Gruenther, but I never saw Dan Edwards. He was

sent and was lost without a trace.

CONDIT: He left. He didn’t stay because he collided with Harrimen

and it was 8 graveyard.

TEVA: That I did not know. LTots of people have collided with
Averell Harriman, to thelr sorrow, I think. I was not one of

them. I've always got along very well with him. Averell asked

me to be his General Counsel when he becsme head of the foreign

aid program?a.nd I told him I couldn't do that. I hed with difficulty

managed to get out of the govermment and I couldn't go back in.

CONDIT: I think you were lucky. You know, concerning personal
relationships with key people, I was wondering how key Ralph Stohl

wag. He was an old timer, wasn't he?
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LEVA: PRalph was, I would say, & fonctionnaire. He was s.n

exceedingly fine personnel man and an administrative man, but I
don't think he affected policy in any way. He was, what do the

Russians say, an apperatchik.

CONDIT: Yes, and you sald something ebout Genersl McRarney and

the National Defense Mansgement Committee.

LEVA: You asked me about it! I didn’t remember the National
Defense Menagement Committee. I remembered his role in connection

with the budget.

CONDIT: I have hinte that McNell sort of scooped up that comumltiee
by lending his personnel to it. There was same talk that 1t would

come back into the Comptroller's office.

LEVA: Might well bave been so. McNeil visualized the 1949
amendments to the Unification Act as a means of aggrandizing the
Comptroller's functions, and all of the rest of it could be Bloughed
off. It didn't wind uﬁ that way, but he dld work very actively

on thne Hill, es did Ferd Everstadt on the 1949 amendments -- to

the effect that improvement in defense management was the important
thing t0 be done in the 1949 amendments; the basis had already been
laid in 1947. Therefore, they contributed a bit to the foot
dragging, especially in the Houseé, on things like a Chalrmen for

the Joint Chlefs of Staff and other provisions of the_19h9

amendments.
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KEARDEN: Do you recsll the Eberstadt Task Force? I understand
they had thelr offices in the Pentsgon, and they were part of the

Hoover Commisslon.

LEVA: I think you're talking ebout the first Hoover Commlssion

and the National Security Task Force chaired by Ferdinand Eberstadt.
They were extremely active. ZE¥berstadt had done s study, of course,
for Forrestal before the 1947 Act. He did the 1949 study, whieh I
guess may have been submitted in 1948, end it certainly laid a
foundation for the 1949 Act. It wae an interesting group, and
there were lots of dissents within their report. I don’t know

if you've read their report; one of the things I meant to suggest
was that you read {8) the first Hoover Commlssion's report on

national security and (b) the Tesk Force report on national security.

REARDEN: The Task Force report is volumincus; I think there are
Pour volumes to it., And thelr recommendations are s 1ittle bhit

different than what came out.
IEVA: HNot terribly aifferent.
REARDEN: It seemed to me that MeNeil had more influence.

LEVA: 1 think he had more influence with the majority of that
committee than he did with even, let us say, Forrestal's own
recommendations, which are in the firat Report of the Secretary

of Defenge.
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Iast time we touched, very briefly at the end, upon the
Marshall Flan, the origins of the Marshall Flan, and Forrestal's
involvement. I'd like to go inpto that s little more, Forreetal

was very much in favor of economic assistance to Europe.

LEVA: Well, Forrestal’s background in the business cammunity
differed very materially from General Marshall's background, and
there was therefore a difference in emphasis. But Marsball became
imterested in the same things that Forrestal had been interested
in earlier. Forrestal saw sll of Europe from an econamlc stand-
point, flat on its back. He felt we could not afford to leave 1t

80,

REARDEN: After the Marshall Flan was proposed and the legislation
was being drafted and the funding of it was being studied, was
there any sense then within the Pentagon that the Marshall Flan

would be in competition for money?

LEVA: You mentioned that last time. I have no reccllection that
there was such a feeling, but then I have no recollection that
there was not. I do not believe that Forrestal would have felt
that it wes ccmpetitive, because he felt that we had to have
economic viability or no one was golng to have a defenpe department
worthy of the name. There might well have been some feeling among

the military, I Just don't recall.
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REARIEN: The record is pretty well clear about Forrestal's

gtand in faver of the Mershall Plan.

LEVA: TForrestal's testimony, I guess his earliest testimony on -
the Marshall Plan, was some of the most powerful testimony he

ever gave. It was extremely fine.

REARDEN: Yeg, I resd that. You were wvery much involved with the

legislation for Universal Militery Training {UMT).

LEVA: Jack Ohly more than I. Jeck Ohly wes involwved in the

formulation; I was involved In trylng to get it through the Congress.
CONDIT: What year was this when you were involved?
LEVA: 1948-10k9, T don't know.

REARDEN: 1948, I guess.

LEVA: The Selective Service and Training Act of 1548 was one of ‘the
earliegt legislative things we did. We tried for Unlversal
Military Treining., Actuslly, we got more in that legislation than
I had expected that we would get. We got provigions on "universal
training” which, if properly implemenmted . . . . There you had
the military not wanting to gpend money on Hniversa; Mlitary
Training if they ecould spend it on the regular establishment. Now,

that wvas competition.
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REARDEN: Would you say that the Army was lukewarm toward the

idea?

LEVA: They gave 1t 1ip service. _ .
CONDIT: Bat not Marshall.

LEVA: DNo, he was not in the Army.

REARTEN: ‘That's right, he was gone by then.

TEVA: He was Secretary of State by the time we're talking about.

CONDIT: When he came back as Secretery of Defense, he worked

hayd for UMT.

LEVA: He did and Anns Rogerberg did. But I would say the Army
and the various Chiefs of Staff did not. Eisenhower didn't

give 1t that much congideration, I believe, one way or the other.
The regular establishment was closer to thelr hearts, let's put
it that way. Bear in mind my recocllectlon of this is fuzzy to
nonexistent; so I'm thinking what I would think their position

would have been if I had remembered what thelr position wms.

CONDIT: Let's go on from that. Can you assess how Marshall
may have looked at his time as Secretary of Defense? He was an
old man when he came in, you said he was past the prime, the

Pregident waz pushing him.
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~LEVA: 'To Marsball it was enother duby, ancther obligation., Truman

" agked him, the Commander in Chief asked him, and the answer was yes.

CONDIT: What do you think he wanted to accomplish while he wes

-

there?
LEVA: I don't think he had any objectives.
CORDIT: Ne objectlves?

IFVA: Perbaps he had the cbjlective of getting the Korean war over
with e quickly as he could, I don't know. He left the management
of the Depertment to Lovett. 1 mean 99 percent of the management

was Lovett’s.

CONDIT: What were loveti's objectives? Did he ever formulate

them in any way? Tell anyone?
IEVA: Not to me.

CORNDIT: He alweys seems s0 pragmatic -~ let's get the Job done --
you know.
LEVA: He was always pragmatic. I think that's the best word for

?
him.

CONDIT: But then in 1952 after you hed left, there's a lot of
internal correspondence between him and Charlie Coolidge, your

supceagsor.
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1EVA: I haven't seen that.

CONDIT: In one letter Coolldge says, "“Morx Leva and I think . . . .7

This is late 1952. -

LEVA: VWell Charlie Coclidge was very close to Lovett, and 1 sew

g lot of Charlie Coolidge. 1 aid not see & lot of Dan Biwards,

as I say. Charlie Coolidge was & good bit older thsn I was, which
mekes him a few years older than God. He was, shounld we say, much
more mature when he wes in that position than some of the rest of
ua. I don't really kmow sbout Lovett's objectives. On one ocecasion,
I know, he asked me to work with Chariie Coolldge on & speech

Iovett was giving. I don't remember any concretes. 1t may have
been a cpeech dedlcating the .Forrestal campus at Princeton, the

RCA-Forrestal campus.

CONDIT: Did you get any hint in 1952, toward the end of the Truman
administration, that Lovett did a 1ot of looking around at organization,
and that he wes addressing the guestion, Where have we gone in

anification? Where are we standing now?

1EVA: Not in my contacts. I gtarted law practice in 1851 and I
wasn't peying too much attention. Two things: I started law
practice in 1951, and I 314 not hapdle any cases at the Pentagon
in 1951-1952 and until the Republicans came in in 1953. I wes

largely staying awey from the building, deliberately.

37




Page determined ta be Unclassified
Reviewad Chief, RDD, WHS
IAW EQ 13828, Saction 3.5

(sate: MAY G 1 2{”3

L]

CONDIT: I see and I can appreciate that; but on +he other hand I

bave to see what you remember, what you daia.

LEVA: Iob ssked me to help on various things, and his wife Adele
would say, “"Give Bob & hand,” and what not; s0 I helped when 1

was asked.

CONDIT: Well, you know, Lovett'’s very reticent even now about
talking and he will not sey what he thinks he did well. He'll only

say, "Well, that's for the historlans to decide."”

LEVA: Yes, but he had & great sense ¢f humor, which wag one of hils
greatest qualities, Forrestal didn't bave a sense of humor and
couldn't roll with the punches. When Keanedy came in, I wrote
to Bob and urged him to accept the entreaties, Kennedy having
offered bim State, Defense, or Treasury, amnything that he wanted.
A nice offer. I told him he ocught to take Treasury. Having
served at State, having served at Defense, that would be & nice
#ing to wind up. He wrote back that Adele sald that he ghould tell
me that I was a nice young feliow -~ I was not so young then -~ but
that he'd given one kidney to his country and ghould save the
other one Por his femily. He turned down the offers, in other
words. A remarksble man, really remarkable.

I quoted him this morning in e meeting. I was in a wvery
difficult negotistion and there was no earthly wey the thing was

golng to end. I sald, "I'11 Just heve to tell you what Mr. Lovett
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get out of the trap. He had 80 many expressions that were so

good. He went on a trip in World War IT; I wasn't with him, I heard
thig lster from others. He flew from Oran to Algiers in a converted
bomber, and he pat in one of the blisters where the gunners sat. - A
sergeant sat in the other one. They were playlng Armed Forces radio
and some Jazz musician came on, I don't remember which one; Jjazz is
one of Lovett's many hobbies. He said, "That's X, he plays the best
saxcphone in the country.” The sergesant sitting across from Lovett

tore off his earphones and ran up to the pilot and said, "Jeez, he's

the first guy from Weshington who has known anything about anytning."

COKDIT: Did you have any feeling that Johnson was for or sgelnst

NATO and the Military Defense Assistance Frogram?

LEVA: I think, given hisg druthers, he was going to de a "fortress
America" type; but he knew there were certein givens and one of the
glvens was NATO; so he begrudgingly did nhis best by it, 1 think.

He was terribly constricted, I think, or felt he was terribly
constricted within the limits of the defense budget that Truman

aliowed.
CONDIT: But he had some natural feeling toward the Fer Fast?
LEVA: Well, he had spent time there as Roosevelt'n emmlisssary 1n
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India. We saw a very strange relationship when Pandit Jawabarlal
Nehru came to this country in 1949. Nehru thought kis closest
friend was Johnson! More antithetical echaracters I could hardly
have imagined, but apparently they nit it off well. Apperently
Johnson had helped him get out of Jall when the British put him

in jeil. Johnson had been in India &8 Roopevelt!s special eumlssary,
which I gather was the booby prize they gave him after Piripg him
as Asgistant Secretary of War somewhere glong the line. That was
hig "feel® for the Far East; now, what other experience he had in

the Far Bast I don't Enow.

CONDIT: One of the ironiesg of Johnson's life is that he is the

man who precipitated Marshall's getting his first star.
THVA: Realiy?

CONDIT: Yes, and then of course, he was replaced by Marshall.

There was a 1ittle irony of life.

IEVA: It was just a question of whom Johnson would be replaced
by; it was inevitable that he was going to be replaced. After

1'd gotten to know him well -- I've told this story before and,
again, I don't know 1f it's been reported -~ Johnson sent me up
to New York, let's say in July or August of 195C, when things were
going very bedly in Korea and we were being forced back into the

Pusan perimeter. He wanted me to go see Ben Sennenberg, who had

Lo
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epparently done some public relations work for him when Louls was
in various businesses and 80 oOn. I'd never met him, but Ben
gonnenberg at the time had the reputation of being one of the most
effestive public relations practitioners in the country. He did‘
Pepperidge Farms bread and Lever Rrothers soap; you nane 1%, he
did it. He wes & very successful practitioner of an art I don't
think too highly of. Amyway, 1+ was summer and I wes told to go
to see him and that his family was awny snd his town house WaB
closed so that I should go to the St. Regis Hotel to see him. I
appesred at the Bt. Regls and was ennounced fram downsteirs, I
guess, and went up to his spertment and knocked. He opened the
door and mede some courbtly remark telling me to sit -- he bad a2
walrus mustache -- and said, "What can I do for you?" I sald,
"sacretary Jopnson asked me to come 1o see you to see what he can
do Prom a public relations gtandpoint,” This had to be on &
secret basis because Johnson didn't want Steve Early to know that
he was consulting another public relations expert. Sonnenberg
said, "Louls Johnson is a dead duck. You look like an interesting
young fellow; let's talk about you." He gave me & very quick

appraisal of Touig Johnson and he was right, you know. I kept trying

to get back to what Iouis eould do and he said, "Absolutely nothing;

he's had 1t."

CONDIT: There's cne interesting thing here. Truman sald later

that he should heve fired Johngon earlier gnd he had in fact been

L1
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thinking about it since May. That's before the Koresan war.

IEVA: The stteck was in June; that I do know, because I was

away on my first vacation.

CONDIT: I just don't see what the hegis would have been for

firing Johnson in May, before the Korean war.

TEVA: Johnson was considersble of a boor, you kmow. I became

quite fond of him on a personal level, not for the Job he wes

doing. I became guite fond of him on a personsl level and used to
have lunch with bim efter I vas out and he was out, and he would
reminisce, but he was really a boor in s relations with pecple.

T think the one thing thet almost killed me occurred after
Forrestal's death when we were still trylng to get the Unification
Act amendments through the Congress. Somebody asked Louls Johnson
pomething, and I was asccompenying him. I don't know what particular
it was: Why do you say we have to have Assistant Secretaries? Or
why do you say we have to have a Chalrmen of the Joint Chiefs? Or
why do you need "direction, authority and control" instead of
Ygenersl dd.x;action"? Whatever it was they asked him, he said,
"That's not-me that's telling you, that's the volce from the gravel”
It was 80 typical and it was so crude and 1t wes s0 gross and it
Xilled me to such an extent. You lmow Forrestal had been dead 2
month meybe, under terrible circumstances, and -~ “Mt's the volce

from the grave!'
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One of your questlons here really bears on that, you know -~
changes in space assigmments in the Pentagon. Imediately upon
becoming Secretary, Johnson had to move down to the main office -
vhere the Secretary now is, the mein office. Forrestal hed gone
in so es not to upset the given order any meore than he had to.
He had gone in whet I alweys regarded ms the side entrance, but
Louls had to show who was boss. He was constantly engaged in
phowing who was boss. It took the form in his early speeches of
geying that he was eutting out the fat and not the muscle and
that, if we were attacked at 2:30, we would respond at 3:00.
Unfortunstely, we were attacked at 2:30, and we didn’t respond
at 3:00. I could see where early on Mr, Truman might have had
those feelings, but I think Mr. Tumen must have felt terribly
limited by virtue of his promiges to Johnson and Johuson's role 1n

hisg election and s© On.

CONDAIT: I see. Even Mrs. Rocsevelt wrote the Pregident to tell

him he had to fire Louis Johnson.

TEVA: Well, Roosevelt had, why not? Rocsevelt had fired him as

Asgistant Secretary of War; why shouldn't Truman?

CONDIT: 1I'd like to go into his Congrepsional relaticns e 1ittle
bit becsuse they puzzle me. In some ways he seems to bhave fairly

good relations, esnd in other ways no.
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LEVA: Well, let's put it this way. There were then and there are
nov a considerable nmumber of Neanderthal men in Congress. Iouls
wms essentially a Neanderthel man. He would appeal to those who
are ultraconservative. He did appeal to them. Moreover, there -
was a great concentration of thoge on the Armed Services Comittees.
Mr. Rayburn planned it that way, Mr. Vinscn planned 1t that wey.
Therefore he had a bullt-in constituency out of sll proportion o
what his congtituency might have been in the country at large or

in the Penisgon., He had & constituency on the Bouse Arwed Services
Committee in particular, to a lesser extent in the Benate. I

think that may eccount for the inconsistency.

CONDIT: I'm very ignorant on this subject of how congressional
legislation goes through. Would you be willing to discuss how
you would teke an appropriatione bill and push it through the
Congress !

LEVA: You mean the mechanics?

CONDIT: Yes, well, who coordinates MceHNeil and Lovett and Leva?
LEVA: Well that hes chenged so.

CORDIT: Well, who dld then?

IEVA: That hes changed so over the years., I think when you're

talking about what goes through the Bureau of the Budget -- let's
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put it that way -~ you have to talk about two mainstreams. fsu.
must remember that the Buresu of the Budget is the Office of
Management end Budget now. Beginning in late 1947, the system
was that under my genersl control a legislative package was put )
together and under MeNeil's general control a fiscal package was
put together. The fiscal package was basically eddressed to the
House Appropriations Committes. The leglslative package was
bagicslly eddressed to the House Armed Services Committee and the
equivelent committees in the Senste, but let's say the House because
they would usually stert in the House.

McNeil would get together and later Ceneral MeNarney and
Admiral Carney would get together. The three gervices would try
to formulete s budget. Ister we had to call down General Eisenhower
from (olumble me a speelal advigor on the dollar figures. My
operation on legislation was essentizlly with the Judge Advocate
Generals of the gervices, their offices, and with the General
goungels of those services that had Ceneral Counsels. The Navy
had a functioning General Couneel's office; Army had a very smell
general Counsel's office which was really Just an advisor to the
Secretary; Air Force bhuiltd up from a standing start a very
formidable General Counsel’s office.

The reason I make that distinection that dichotomy, is that
the Buresu of the Badget had to spprove both 1egislat;on and fiseal

programs and in terms that the Prepident signed off on them., The

ks
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Bureau of the Budget -~ certalnly when Prank Fece was the head,
certainly when Jim Webb was the heed -- aprroved all of these
items. Then they could be itrsnamitted to the HI1l as the pmm
of the Administration or the Pefense Department.

If there wee & new program, and this msy be over-simplistic,
it had to go to the Armed Services Comlttee for authorization
before 1t could go to the Appropriations Committee for sppropriastions.
You thersfore had four stumbling blocks to get through, aside from
the House itself and the Senate itself, namely: the House
authorization committee, usually the House Armed Services Comnlttee;
the House Appropriations Commlittee; the Senate authorizing committee,
the Armed Services Commitiee; and the Senate Appropriatiobs
Commdttee and its defense subcommittees. Then the dill went to
+he floors of the two houses. We had other things that bad to
go to the Judiclary Committee, for exomple, 1f you were creating
legsl positionsi but generally the authorizing commlitiees were
the Armed Services Committees. We frequently found in the esrller
days that verious components of the Armed Forces were lobbying
agalnst & program which the Presldent and Bureau of the Budget
had suthorized us to go forward with. Or they were lobbying for
programs that were not on the approved program. It was a lengtly

and difficult process.

CONLIT: Now for the hearings, who prepares the Secretary's

tegtimony 7
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LEVA: This varies from Secretary +0 Secretary. 1In the normal
ecourae of events, I prepared a great deal of Forrestal's testimony,
put I never prepared sny that he did not thoroughly rewrlte.
Johnson had his own little ecoterie writing and usually, but not

always, I would see 1% and have s chance to review it.

CONDIT: Who was 1n his "own little coterie"? Do you mean Griffith

end Barly?

LEVA: No, Griffith didn't write. ¥homever he brought in at the
moment. It was Ceneral Burms, OF somebody else, or Lou Renfrow
on Universal Military Training since he thought he was a great

expert becguse he had worked for General Hershey for many years.
Everybody got into the aci, put T would say the Secretary always

edited and signed off on his own testimony.

CONDIT: And then if there were quarrels inside the offlce, inslde

of 08D, suppose you and McNeil bad s quarrel, how was that settled?
LEVA: Who could yell the loudest; I don't kmow.
CONDIT: Who could yell the loudest? Meybe you never had a quarrel?

1EVA: I don't recall any episodes on that. I would assume the
Secretary would have to review that and intervene, but I don't
recall. In later years when they had nine, ten and tyelve

Assistant Secretaries, they had to set up a committee to resolve
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jurisdictional quarrels among them, but that was later than oy

time. That was Charlie Wilgon's day.

CONDIT: I wanted to check on just that point. I did iisten to .
the firat tape this morning, and you pald the great growth was
under Cherlie Wilson. Well, numerically thet's not sej; but you

weve referring, weren't you, to the increase of secretarles?

LEVA: That's when the services complained. 1 was talking about
the muber of Assiptant Secretaries. The services complained they
couldn't get anything done. They had this terrible echelon of wp
to twelve Asslstant Secretaries to plow through before they could
get anything before Cherlie Wilson. Now whether he designed it

that way to protect himself, T don't know.
CONDIT: Well, he didn't alweys like to meke declsions.
IEVA: Well, that's a device for not meking decisions.

CONDIT: Buot I'm talking out of my period, I shouldn't be saylng

t’mtl
1EVA: Don't worry about 1t.

REARDEN: You hed two packages that were supposedly going, one
legislation and one the fiscal which McNeil had drawn up. In

theory these two were supposed to mesh, ig that right?
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REARTEN: At what point did the meshing process take place in the

Perntagon?

LEVA: let's use an example, because that'e always & lot better.
Symington, vho 1s Becretary of the Alr Force, says we've got to have
g long range missile proving ground. I assume at some point the
Joint Chiefs considered that; but by the time I get into it, it
is to draft leglslation to mske Cape Canaversl, now Cape Kennedy,
a long range missile proving ground. First, you have to have the
legislation, then you hsve to have enough dollars to start bullding
buildings. That's the specific.

meically, in the best of all possidble worlds, the legisletion
precedes the budget by about a year. Frequently, they go gimultanecusly
because you get a crash program. After Sputnik what do you do? It
you're Charlie Wilson, you s&y that you're not golng to play global
pagketball. If you're somebody else, you do something. We hed
long since started the long range missile proving grounds and I
guess the Redstone.Araenal in Huntsville and then later added the
George Mershall Test Center at Humtsville after my time. But you
have to authorize each of those. You cen't just sey, "Ges, wouldn't
it be great to have §2 billion for 80 and so." Under cur budgetary
system and legislatlve system, you have to have e legislative
authorization; the big fight vp there this year has been on
whether they will authorize or cancel, as Carter has recommended,

another big carrier. First, you have to have the authorization.

ho
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¥ow once they authorize another carrier, which they seem to be in
the process of doing, which I think iz & foolish way of prending
$3 billion but nobody has asked me, then they have to get an
appropriation for the $3 billion and then someone will sey,

"Gee, you know, $3 billion for a carrier! We can't have something
1ike thet floating arcund without ten more destroyers.” Then they've
got an suthorizetion for ten more destroyers. This is & rolling
proposition; it isn't neat and orderly. Somebody else is ﬁp
there saying, "You know, you ought to put in a proviso that at
least half of those destroyers have to be built in Favy yards,

not private.” And still somebody else 1s up there from the
privete sector assying, "They ought to be built on the south coast
in private yards." The real politics of it is different from the

theory, but I've been trying to give you the theory.

REARTIEN: The politics of it often escape the record, don't get
down on the record. The elvics course description of how it goes

through is pretiy clear.

1EVA: I can give you an exsmple; I hope I didn’'t use 1t with you
1ast week. ?T ceme back from the Hill with Mr., Forrestal once; and
Mr. Symington told me to come up right saway, something terrible
had happened. Iid I tell you that? That's the reality of it.

That is much more often, That's got nothing to do wlth anmything.

LR

I d1dn't know whet bill wee involved, I didn't know what sppropriation

was involved or anything else.

50
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CONDIT: You're referring to Forrestal’s remark that two-thirds

of the globe is water?

LEVA: Yes, I thought I'd given you that. My point is that much
of the lobbying is Just emotional, not having to do with anything.
Then there are the hardheaded individuals who are looking for
business in their districts, etc., and that's a different form of
lobbying. The Congressmen in whoge digtrict Cape Canaveral is

located 1s not being emotional.

CONIIT: How about the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy?
LEVA: 'That came along in 1S946.

CORDIT: It was pretty active.

REARDEN: Pretty active after 1949.

LEVA: * T'm just trying to remember the Jolnt Committee. My own

first contact with the stomic pleture was in 1946, I was loaned

for three months by Forrestal to Iilienthal. Idilienthal was made
the first cheirman of the Atomic Energy Commission., By virtue of a
series of accidents and whom he bumped 1nto, filjenthal heard I

was working on fiscal matters (I told you I was working onm fiscal
mattevs at the Navy), and he agked 1f I could be borrowed to

effect the legal and fiscal transfer of the Army’'s Menhatten District

to the civilian Atomic Energy Commission. I did that for three
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morths, which was interesting. Then I was asked to stay om, but
I dian't want to stay on. That was while Forrestal wae still
Secretary of the Navy. I don't know too much about the Joint |
Capmittee. TForrestal had a special assistant for that who was at
one time Robert IeBaron, at one time Donsld Carpenter, and then

T'm gure others, Zut that was sort of a world untoe itself.
CONIIT: Did LeBron precede Carpenter or come after him?

REARTEN: No, Lt. General (Louis H.) Brereton was the first, then

(Donald F.) Carpenter then (Wiiliem) Webster, then (Robert) LeBeron.

IEVA: LeParon taught chemistry to Forrestal at Princeton;

Forrestal selected him; 50 he was early.

REARIEN: You sey the atomic energy business was pretty speciallized.
Was this in the sense that the information was 50 tightly held or

that there were just so few people who understood ie?

LEVA: T think, tightly bheld. I did not get into it at the
Defense Department to the best of my regollection. If there vere
smendments to the sct or what not, somebody might have ssked me
about sometbirg, but I dldn't get inmto it. I became very friendly
with Lewis Strauss, whom my wife had met through friends during the
wer when T was away, and whom I met through Forrestalﬂ. Much, much

later lewis Strauss, as a dissenting member of the Commission,
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asked me to set bim up an appointment with Johmaon. I didn't know
what thet was for until I read Lewie Strauss's book. That was
epparently to get Johnson's assistance for the building of the _
thermonuclear wespon efter Lilienthal and the others voted against
it. I'm given great credit for making the appointment that changed
history. Somebody phoned and ssid they'd like an appointment with

All I did was arrange the appointment.
the Secretary! [That's why I den't know about nuclear energy.

CONDIT: Did Johnson have any real conception of nuclear warfare?
LEVA: T don't know.

CONIET: He never talked about 1t?

LEVA: Not to my knowledge.

CORDOIT: Did he have a fear of General MacArthwr or Just an over-

weening respect for him or what? Strange.

LEVA: These were two ultraconservatives heving mutual respect

probably. MacArtbur probably had respect for him, I don't know.

CONDLIT: It wes a wonderful story, that he was afraid to send the

telegram to MacArthur telling him to cancel the VFW message.

LEVA:  Then Prank Pace wes asked to deliver the message that
MacArthur was fired. I don't think Fraok wanted any pert of it

either, dld he?
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CONIIT: Well, you're suspiclous the way T am, but I can’'t find
any verification that Frank Pace actually refused. There's
alwsys been this talk about & compunications breskdown., Fow I
sew in your talk with the Trupan Idbrery that you indicated that-
you had your own private doubts about that. But you're the first

person who . . . v

LEVA: I don't know. I was not out in the Far Fast at the time.

I was getting out of the Pentagon at the time.

CORDIT: I firmly believe that Mp. Pace must have been very glad

that the communicaetions equipment broke down, if 1+ 4ild.

IEVA: 1 bave also commented on occagion that Frank Pece was really
as strong as horseradish, Jjust as £irm as anybody could be, when
he was Director of the Budget end he was spesking for Mr. Truman,
and the President was right there. When he got to be Secretary

of the Army, he fell completely under +he domination of the

generals. Really not the same person.
CONDET: He drove Mr. Lovett glightly crazy, I thiok.

LEVA: Well Frank Pece, to whom I'm quite devoted on 2 personal
level, is sort of the Chember of Commerce type. You really can't
be very effective in the Pentagon as & Chamber of Commerce type; you

ean be popular but not effective.

S
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CONDIT: It's very hard for me to tell whether he was aimply
being & true Army man and reflecting his gervice in many ¢f these
quarrels or whether there were other elements that come into 1%,

maybe hope for a future Secretary of Defense posltion or acmething.

ILEVA: I don't really think so, He wanted everybody to love him.
T know lots of people who want everybody to love them, and it's

very tough to be effective when you want everybody to love you.
CONDIT: I see, he wanted popularity rather than power.

TEVA: I thipk s0. BRemember the standard Navy phrase about someone
who keeps his finger on his mmber. I didn't have the feeling that
Pace was keeping his finger on his number, he just wanted "his”
generals to love him., That's whet happened to Lyndon Johnson when
he became President. After all, he had been real tough with the
generals snd edmirals when he was on the Hill. Then they became

"nig" generals and sdmirals. It makes a blg difference.

REARDEN: The whole question of the service secretaries and thelr
ingtitutional positions is something that 1s not really clear to
me. I know the National Becurity Act of 1947 took them out of
the cabinet .and put the Secretary of Defense there instead. Were
the service secretaries weakened to the extent that they had to
pander to the services themselves in order tc keep the pupport of

thelr generals?
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ILEVA: I don't tbink the change in status made axy difference. 1
think the service secretaries generally, except during v;rarbme,
bave had to pander to the services. I think the 1949 amendments
made much more of e difference than the 19%7 Act., There was a -
very strong move to eliminate the Secretary of the Army, the
Secretary of the Navy, and the Secretary gf the Alr Force in the
1949 Amendments. 1In the first Hoover Cosmission report there's
e great number of recommendations To make them become Under
Secretary of Defense for the Army and Under HSecretary of Defenge
Por the Favy. I salways resisted that because I falt the chances
of getting good people became much lees vhen you downgraded the
currency. I think &t one time Forrestal might bave been 1nelined,
after going through the mill end =11 this, to go for eliminating
the positions, but he finslly did not.

At & much lster stege, when Mr. Kennedy appointed e commitiee
on the reorganization of the Defense Department in the 1960
campaign, all the members of that campittee except me wanted to
meke the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Alr Force “Under
Secretaries for." = ﬂeﬁsgﬁﬁ ﬁ:m szgigtarggg?ﬁﬁgiﬁigném@sm
people on the Hill feel strongly. People who look at it
philosophically reach the concluslon that it's a peculiar
organization when you have a Secretary reporting to & Secretary.
T don't think 1t’s & matter of pandering; 14's a matter of manage-
ment. Esch of these departments is enormous, the administrative

detall ig tremendous. How do-you get a (William) Crahem Claytor
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to be Secretary of the Navy. Well, it's bard enough st best.
If it's "Under Becretary of Defense for the Navy," it's thet much

more difficult.

CONDIT: Well, Bob Lovett was Assistent Secretary of War for Alr,

LEVA: In the war: In the war you 40 things. In World War II you

accept anything from janitor on up. Thet's & different proposition.

CONDIT: One of the big issues from the Korean war time is the
decislon of President Trumen not to seek Congressional approvel
for sending troops to Korea. I was wondering whether the 0SD
Played any role in this at all. I know there was tremendous

diversity of opinion in the White House.

LEVA: You mean retificstion. The +ime slement. I think that
the decipion was that the United Nations® resolution made that

undesireble, dbut I don't remember.

CONDIT: Truman said that he didn't do it because he waen't golng

to diminish the powers of the Presidency.

LEVA: But I was away as I say; I was out of town. I came back,
I guese one or two days later, but the entire formulation of +he
United Nations action implementation took place during the period
when I was awey. BSo I don't know the 'back.and forth that may have

taken place, though I gather that Achegon took the lead. They may
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very well have felt that, given the nature of the United Nations'

mendate and the good fortune thst the Russians decided 0 atay

absent, they shouldn't rock the boat.

CONDIT: T believe they felt they could have gotten an unanimous,
or almost uvnanimous vote, in the first few deys. Then later
Acheson Feared that a lesser vote of approval would be more harmful

then helpful.

IEVA: Tt's interesting how the Congress works and how the varlous
memberz operate. Some of those men know exactly how to get others
to do what they want. I remember when Iyndon Johnson was & member
of the Senate and he could play on them like playing on a pipe
organ. I remember my first encounter with him when he wasz on

the House Armed Services Commlittee. I had never met him and

Mr. Forrestsl sent me to see him. Mr. Johnson told me just how
everybody was going to vote and vwhy and whet was possible and

what was not poseible. His greet strength was gs a student of humen
pature, and a great student of human nature. If it hed not been
for the Vietnamese wer, & small "but,” he would have accomplished
great things. In the Senate he did accomplish great things and

in the Housé he sccomplished great things es Carl Vinson's protege,
because he knew how to play on every string or every pipe, and did.
Now once he got to the White House, as I sald, and they became

"mis" genersls and "his" sdmirals -- then a Westmoreland could
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take him over. Westmoreland had perhaps one~tenth the ;E:telléet

of a Johnson, but he could really subvert Johnson totally.
CONDIT: 1It's terrible to think mbout.
LEVA: I'm trying to talk about the realities as I asee then.

HEARDEN: As I recall the Forrestal diary, Jolmeson was among

those who were pro-alr power.

LEVA: He was pro-armed forces, and there were a lot of plarts
in Texas., There were more plants in Texas that would benefit
from air power than from sea power, but Johnson was always for

ses power too, although I would say it came in second.

REARDEN: In the air power~UMT debate of 1947-19L48, the advocates
of air power had a decided edge in that they hed a politdeally
more persussive argument: Ry uslng air power, One wes relying
on air power and machinery in effect rather t+han on pecple., I=s

this something that you noticed when you went up to the miie

LEVA: I didn't notice it in that combtext. I thought they had

a much more pkillful publie relations apparatus, led by a fellow
within Stuart Symington's office named Steve ILeo. They had great' |
spupport on the Hill and smong the public and in industry. It vas
orchestrated much more effectively then the Revy or the Army

efforts, T thought. Now, maybe it could be orchegtrated much more
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effectively because of what you mentioned ~- it's "clesner.”

-

REARDEN: They had a built-in constituency whereas UMD would

not.

LEVA: That's right, This is jJust like foreign ald, which bhad no

congtituency; UMI has no constituency.

CONLIT: Foreign ald should have g constituency. After all, it

suggests that the battle will be "over there,"

LEVA: The Ttalians do not vote. Even many in this country

do not vote.
CONDIT: WNo, but we don't want to fight on cur own goil.

LEVA: No, 1t does not have & constituency. It's a hard one to

sell. I geve a speech at the University of Alabams shortly before

I left office, or maybe a few months after I left office, in which

I was,a¢vanc1ng Just the argument that you did., In addition to all of
the other reasons why our presence in Kores was right, T meid that it
was & lot better to be fighting on the banks of whatever river we
were then fighting on, I hope it wesn't the Yalu, than on the banks
of the Hlack Warrior that runs through Tuscaloosa. But that's

very hard to comvey. It really is. Also, tbat sounds a little

more selfish then our altruistic forelgn policy.
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CONDIT: -Poasibly. -

LEVA: It ls the truth.

CONIIT: Poesibly, but the ides that air i1g the perfect carrier of
the atomic wespon, which I think was the argument in the late 1540's,

is not an eapecially ungelfish argmument.

LEVA: All the arguments are selfish. I don't know just what the
history you worked on will show but my impression is that in
1946-1947 the Navy, either formally or informally, was working
terribly hard in terms of countering the Air Force srguments.

They were asking: What 1s our best way to counter 1t? The final
conelusion, I think, wes =-- not the role of Naval air, though that
was emphasized; not the role of cruisers and destroyers or whatever;
but the necesaity for keeping the sea lanes open. That's a much
more sellable as well ss much more resl item, that we must keep
the ses lanes open. That was in 1946-1947 terms. Now in 1977
terms, do you need to keep the ses lanes open for g war thet may
be three days in duration? Are you faced with problems such as
the problems Israel faces in the Middle Emst: How do you get
through the first two days of war wntil you can ecall up the
reserves? Is your time foreshortened? At least in 1946-19%7, and
I don't know how formal the Navy study wag, 1 do know that the

ultimate conclusion was that the thing to stress wms the Revy's role

L)
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in keeping the sea lenes open. That tied in directly with the
national 'atockpile argument: We need & nationsl stockpile. We
need s stockpile so that we can tight a war of X days until we
can bring in meterials to fight a war of Y days. KRone of thege
argunents is unselfish, and all of them have an element of t:mth'
{n them. The Alr Force argument has an element of truth relative
to delivery. Thelr arguments sbout what the B=36 could and could
not deliver at that period I think certsinly had an element of

truth. What the B-1 can deliver, that may be a separste problem.

CONDIT: Msanwhile we keep having to fight swaller wars, of which

Korea was perhaps the flrst.
LEVA: They're not so small.

CONDIT: The casualties were falrly heavy and the amount of tlme
and effort were considersble. What do you think was the legacy

of Kores?

LEVA: The sort of unrest in the country that came to the surface

in the Vietnamese war. I don't know. I think we bought a period

of time. How wisely we used 1t, I don't know. It also made it

clear to the Chinese end to the Russians that there were clreumstances
beyond which we cowld not be pushed, and that was very important. I

don't think they had been that sure before.

CONITT: I see, and they also reallzed that they could miscaleulate.
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LEVA: Can I Junp to samething? In one of your earlier nctea. which
we've long since passed, you eaid thet Truman wanted his cabinet
members, except Marshall, to work on the campaign. My under-
standing wvas that Truman wanted his cabinet members to campaign, )
except the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense, whoever
they might be. I think he wes very outspoken. I haven't been out
to Independence; I haven't resd amy pepers on the fact that under
our gystem of govermment the Secretaries of State and Defense should
. Dot be drewm into political Gampaigns unless military or foreign
pollicy was attacked by the other perty, in which event they should
be avalleble to defend. T don't know why Marshall was singled out.

Td it mean Marshsll at State, but not mean ILoveti his Under

Secretary?

REARDEN: That comes from & memo written by Royell in the spring
of 1648 swmarizing the cabinet meeting that Royell attended in
Forrestal's place. FRoyall was briefing Forrestal on what had
gone on during the cabinet meeting and said thet the President
expected all of his cabinet members to campalgn except General
Marshall. Not "except the Secretary of State,” but "except

Genersl Merghall.™

LEVA: Then you would bave to know whether Marshall was at the
meeting. Wes he asying, "Not you, George,” and, since Forrestal

was not there, he wesn't saying, "Not you, Jim"7 You have to
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know also that Royall's nickname in the building (I shouldn't
tell you this) was "Dambo." Everyone sald, "What does Dumbo
think?" The usual answer was that Dumbo doesn't think. 8o I
would eertsinly not put that much weight on it. I wouldn't put -

that much welight on it.

REARDEN: The thing that gtruck me was whether Marshall or the

Secretary of State was singled out as not having to cempaign.

LEVA: My only point is that this may have been sald becauge the

Secretary of Defense was not there.

REARDEN: The Secretary of Defense was not mentioned in the memo.

I don't know whether that was an omlssion or misleading.

LEVA: It wes very clear to me thet that was what was expected
during the campaign. But then you get these people at the White
House that I spcke of before who might well have been saying, "You
know, you haven't got any money. You can't ralse any money.
Forrestal was president of Dillon, Read; he could speak to his
rich friends; he could get you money at the drop of a hat. What
sort of business is he doing?” It's the constant poison dripping,
whereas l»h.rébs.ll ecouldn't have spoken to his class at VMI and
raised very much., This may well have been gald. I would not
accept 1t as gospel, 48 8ll that I em saylng. Maesed on what I

heard at the time, maybe I heve an equally blased view, because
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Forrestal, I think, told me the President didn't expect the
" Secretaries of Gtate and Defense 10O get into this unless our
policy was sttacked. I'm & good end believing Democrat. I
wasn't believing enough to think Mr. Truman would be elected, .

though I devoutly boped thet he would.
CONGIT: It was a lovely election, a ulce surprise.

1LEVA: Have you talked to Ceorge Elsey gbout this? George has
totsl recall too, like Chly. He's very good, and George was One

of my points of contact.
CONDIT: Mey I tell him you think we should talk to him?

LEVA: Tell him I think you ought to talk to him, George wes

Clark Clifford's alter ego. He was not a lawyer, but he was sort
of Clark's deputy and handmeiden and what not, especially during
the 1948 ceampaign. Oeorge could tell you an awful lot of things.

Tell him I think he ought to talk to you.

CONDIT: I will, because he left some very fine records which are
at the Truman ILibrary. I have used those; 1 have seen those.
They're excellent. I think that he was poorly used by Margaret

Pypman Daniel in her book.

LEVA: Margaret, I don't know her that well. I've talked to her
& Pew times, and I've telked to her husband., &he has & slightly
misguided conception as to who_ it was thet the American people

alected President.
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CONDIT: Would you say something about General Wilton B, Pergons

and (eneral James McIntyre and Captain Harold Fouser, later

Admiral, who were your deputies for legiaslative, successively?

LEVA: When we were first setting up the office in the fall of
1647 it was very clesr that we needed specific individuals for
legislative lisison. I do not remember who first called my
attention to the name of Cenersl Persons, whom I had not previcusly
met, but he had been General Marshall's chief of leglslative
liaigson and Becretary Stimson's and Becretery Patterson's chief
of legislative liaison. He s8lso had the added advantage of beling
from Montgomery, Alsbema, which after all is only about 45 miles
from Selma. Somewvhere along the line I met him and with help

from Forrestal was sble to persuade him t¢ become the first
HArector of legislative liaison. It was also clear that we needed
service input, with General Persons to be the Army representative
as well as director of legislstive linison. That was & little
dubicus to have him in both capacities, but we needed Alr Force
and Navy representation. We ssked the Air Farce and the Navy to
make their own nominations, I belleve. Thereby we got General
MeIntyre, strange to relste also from Montgomery, Alsbema, 50
that we were pretty Alabems~-heavy. The Revy designated Harold
Bouger from Georgla. We hed a real gouthern wing there handling

jegisglative 1iaison:

=
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T think the operation worked extremely well in the early

period, and it probably worked extremely well because we also
decided we would not txy to take over the legislative functions

of the Army, Navy, and Air Foree. We would try to coordirate and
therefors ~- I am now skipping way ahsad -- when we formulsated a
lagislative program of 110 items, we would delegate to the Army
thoge things in which the Army had the predominant interest; to
the Alr Force, the long-range missile proving grounds, which I
gpoke of earlier; to the Navy, the authorization for ten more
destroyers or whatever. We would monitor it or coordinate it from
our office but would not try to conduct it from our office. There
fore, we never had a large legislative iialson office. The Alr
Toree had s very large one; the Navy had & very large one; I don't
¥now how large the Army's wes. But the operation of legislative
1imison was in the service. This alsoc had its drawbecks since we
frequently found our legs cut off around the knees when the service
would interpret its mandate s litile differently than we would
interpret it.

Coming back to the three individusls, however, General Persons
was phenomenal. He Inew everybody cn the Hill. He had worked with
them all. I'm not ssying that he could get sumything he asked for,
but he knew whom to go to and esk when it wase necessary. He also
kept the Secretary of Defense extremely well advised, on an

intelligence basis, of what wes golng on on the B1l. Gerersl
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McIntyre, who succeeded General Persons when (eneral Persons
later retired, waz more hail-fellow-well-met than Persons.

Persoms could completely subordinate his Army background and
represent all of the services and did, to the best of my knowledge,
as he later did for Eisenhower as chief of staff for the FPresident
gt the White House. Melntyre could never do that. His lines to
the Alr Force were too strong and I thought thet there wesdlways a
t1lt toward the Alr Force. Harold Houser ln turn succeeded
McIntyre and probably hed a tilt toward the Navy of the same kind,
except that in the case of Harold Houser his was more naivete or
belief that, if the Nevy seys so, it's got tc be so. It was

gtars in his eyes about the FRavy. MeIntyre was more with malice
aforethought, I thought. I enjoyed working with all three of
them and with the garvice representatives. We did get Into deep
interservice difficulty by the time of the B-36 hearings. But
basically, ouwr routine legislative funetion went slong pretty well
and we did have excellent pecple. All three of those men were

very good.

REARDEN: Was that purely colncldence or was that semi-plenned,
that the legislimtlve lielson representatives were southernere and
coinclidently many of the members of the Congressionel commltiees

were scuthern.

LEVA: They were nominated by the gervices, and the gervices may
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bave nominated them for that reason. General Perscns was selected
bty me after I had checked around. General Persons at his present
age of about 80 1z living in Florida now; I guess the last time

I saw him was a few months ego. Admirel Houser, the lagt time T
saw him last year, was still living here. I don't know about
Cenersl Mclntyre; he returned to Montgomery, I believe, I

don't know if he's etill living or not.
CORIZY: Would Houser be a good person to see?

1EVA: T don't know how much he would remember. He would be a
good person to pee if he would have eny recall. I don't know.

You don’t know how difficult i1t is over so meny yeavs . . . .

CONDIT: I'm sure 1t im. I was thinking about that when trying
to recall acmething that heppened Just two years ago. How about

Charles Coolidge? He's in Boston, isn't he?
IEVA: ‘VWas the lsst that 1 heard.
CORDIT: Iz he stilll active?

LEVA: 5till active yea, He's with the firm of Ropes, Gray, Best,
Coolidge, and Rugg. It later shortened itself to its criginel
name of Ropes and Orey. I think he is still there, whether active

or counsel, I don't know.
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CONDIT: Is it true his daughter was killed in late 1952 in an

automobile accident?
1EVA: I think I heard that, put I don't know. -

CONDIT: Something I saw this morning in the file has confused

me. Do you remember & man named John Genge?
LEVA: No, never heard the neme to the best of my mowledge.

CONDIT: Apparently he wrote a report on the EXUS, the Executive

Office of the Secretary, in mid-1952.
TEVA: That wae after oy time.
CONDIT: I thought maybe he might have been around.

LEVA: Not to my knowledge. Have you telked to Ralph Stohl? You

asked about Relph Stobl.
CONDIT: o, I haven't.

LEVA: Relph, while he was not desling with poliey as 1 sey, deslt
with everybody. And I think he's here. He moved to Texas, then

?
he moved back here. I belleve he's in the Washlngton community.
CORIIT: So he knows people.

LEVA: He may be sble to help. I don't know.
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REART®IN: BHis files are very good, they are very interesting to

resd.

IEVA: He frequently felt that every man's hand was raised against

him in later years, I know., It's & tough job.
CONDIT: Well he outlasted the Executive Office, didn't he?

LEVA: He and McNell outlasted almost everybody, then they started
fighting emong themselves. Iid you say you had or had not tried

+0 talk to MeNeil? I Just don't know how well he is.

CONDIT: I have talked to him. I guess I saw him from 12:30
1in the afternoon until about a quarter of seven at night. He
wes indefatigable. He Just talked on and on, and he was physically

in very good shape.
IEVA: Was this in New York?

CONDIT: This was in New York. I had seen Lovett that morning
and went up t0 see McNeil that afternoon at his office. He was
very kind and took us to the Metropolitan Club for lunch and told
us the most fasclnating things -« where it was impossible to put
up & tape recorder and the nolse level was so terrible we wouldn't

have gotten anything anyway.

LEVA: You weren't sure you heard him but you could imagine!

Now when you spoke of the office, wes thet while he was still

Tl
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CONIIT: No, it was in his own office.

ILEVA: The Grece episode 1s an unnecessary tragedy. He bad lots
of fights with Peter Grace end should not have had, and be had
. ?ights vith Peter and others that he should vot have had. But
McNell becomes very possessive about everything, and he sort of
came to regard the Grace line as his own possegsion. Perhaps

15 years sgc Peter Grace decided to sell the Grace line because
over the years he had made no money on the South American trade.
It may have taken five years to dispose of 1t. Now in iis brosd
outlines, nobody told me why they did it. I was doing the legal
work to sell it and to structure 1t in 1ts broad outlines, I
would say that Peter Crace's feeling was that, 1f you sell the
Grace line for $40 million, that's $L0 miilion you don't have to
‘borrow from the bank, that you don't have to pay interest on, that
you can invest in a fertilizer plant in the United States.
Instead of losing money on Latin Americen shipping and paylng
interestto & bank, you can meke money. It was a sound buslness
decigion. But Mac's attitude was, "This is the pearl in the
Grace empire, and this is what the grandfather founded, and they
can't take my ships sway from me, and so forth, and you and Felix Iarkin
are dirty bastards for helping Peter.” That's the essence. Now
this was not articulated; the only resson I tell you is thet It's

-
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typleal of Mac's reaction to almost anything. You're elther with
him or ageinst him. Most of my 1ife I have been with him on
almoat everything becsuse he's & very sownd fellow, I think.
Put on those occasions when you're against him, he really

thinks you're a parish.
CONIIT: I cen believe that,

1EVA: T wrote him a letter last week, T mesn I'm on speeking
tertig. FHe thinke I wae & traitor to my class when I let him

gell hie ghilps.

CONDIT: Well that's a shame. T think he must have gotten over

thet s little bit. He's more worried ahout taxes right nov.

LEVA: His son is a rising executlve in the Grasce exmpire; so he

mey be behaving himself better now.
CORDIT: He was very charming.

1EVA: He does worry sbout his taxes, he worries about his
i{nvestments. I told him he cen't live long enough to spend ali
his money, and I don't know what he's worrying sbout. He's &
real far right-wing Republican, you know. Omn political lasues

we simply can't discuss anything.

CONDIT: Well, he told me MachArthur wms right, MecArthur's solution.
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LEVA: I have no doubt. 4s I told you, MeNeil ghoveled coal 4n

World War I and he hasn't gotten over that.

CONDIT: I admire him in many weys. I thought he was a person

who wss pelf-made and who had . . . .

IEVA: Actually it was Olgs, his wife. I don't know whether

yYou were at bis apartment or what.
CONDIT: Neo, I didn't meet his wife,
LEVA: ghe's a very nice person.

CORDLT: I went up alone to see Lovett and went down to Brown Brothers
.Harrimn_' on Wall Street. The thing thet upset me was that

Mr. Lovett, with a pacemaker in his body and general poor health,
decided he bad to walk this heavy mechine all the wey through the
buldling and down all the thirty stairs, curving stalrs, into the
street and bail a taxicab. T could not get that machine away from

him, I was terrified that he was golng to fell down.

LEVA: Femily's originelly Texan; you can't get away from those
southerners. Lovett's father was from Texas. They said he was s
phenomenal lawyer. He was the Harrimand lawyer. He came up to
New York after doing their work on railroads and what not down

in Texsas.

CONDIT: So the Harriman family and the Lovett famlly had been

connected.
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1EVA: That's sn old, old affilietion.

CONTIT: I'm hoping that Mr. Herriman will see me again now that
he's back or coming back this week, I saw him alsc about two

yesrs ago.
LEVA: He has a beautiful young wife now. You should see her.
CONDIT: T met her.

IEVA: BShe's very charming, very mad right now because this young
ledy has written & book. ©She's not very happy about that at all.

Pamels is irate is the word.

CONDIT: Apparently, but you know to get a hook published now

everything hes to be . . . .

ILBVA: The book that I thought was a tragedy was the Kay Summershy
ook, which ghould never had been written, certainly not while
Mamie Eisenhower wae living. Wholly amside fram what's in 1%, it's

Just s horrible thing.

CONDIT: Summersby was dying. I guess she didn't plan it well.

the didn't know Just when she'd die.
REARDEN: She did write that for money though, wasn't 1t?
LEVA: Apperently. I don't know; I forget the timing. Well,

I bhaven't written my book yet, fortunately. Since 1 can't
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remember anything, I can't write a bock. What bave we cmitted?

CONDIT: That’s what I was going to ask you. What have we

omitted?

IEVA: Here's a questiorn under Johnson's period, Johnson's
defense philisophy. Is there some contradiction between his
previous attitude when Assistant Secretary of War under Woodring
and his budget consciousness in 1949 and 19507 I try to
rationalize things in my own mind snd my rationalization there 1is
along these lines: Johneon ceme into office ss Secretary of
Defense immediately after Forrestal's battles for a larger

budget. I think we have to remember what a larger budget was
then, Mr. Truman had placed a celling of $13 billion on Defense.
Going back to what I was saying sbout authorizations and eppropristions,
my recollection, bad as 1t 1s, is that Mr. Trumen had placed &
ceiling of $13 billion on authorizations; you can't have
authorizations for more than $13 billion in new programs. And

he had also placed a ceiling of $11 billion, or $11 billion plus,
oo actual expenditures. Compared to the present budget of $100
billion plus, we're really talking about a budget in the nature
of $11 billfon to $13 billicn, say $12 billion. Forrestal fought,
bled, and died for $2 billion more in the last analysis. He did
not get 1t. Tmaman made 1t quite clear that Inflation was a

terrible problem, ete., ete. I'm not now seying who wes right.
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I am saying that when Johnson came in, he could bave been a
gallant figure with the military, as we were Just talking ebout.
He could have fought for $5 billion more, but he knew damm well
that Truman wesn't going to give an inch. I think he was Just -
meking the best of the situation. He might es well get amy
political kudoe along the line that he could because it wvould Just
be a Don Quixote gesture to Pight for a larger budget since he
wesn't going to get 1t. I guess my answer to that question is
that he really wasn't, 1o my Judgment, doing this for political
reasons. He was more than glad to get any Ipolitical faliout, but
he was advocating the only budget he thought be had any reesonable
chance of getting. That's why there was all the talk about cutting
out fat instesd of muscle, and so on. There Just wasn't golng to

by any more money.

CONDIT: Wae there any correctness at all in Johnson's statementt
He held t0 that even after he hed left the Secretary's chalr. In
testifying (June 1951), he said then once again that he thought
that the Departmemnt of Defense was in better shape to move ahead
in directlons it should take than 1t would have been had he not

cut what was cut.

LEVA: I doubt thet, but I do think that the effort was to make the
cuts in areas which were not =1l that painful in terms of military

strength. You know, I am not now criticizing bhowever meny golf
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courses the military way bave) but let's just say -~ and I may be
completely off base with this because I don't have any current
figures -- that there are 30 golf courses overageas and 120 in
this country maintained by the military for the benefit of the -
people at this or that post. Certainly, providing recreational
Pacilities for militsry personnel and their dependents 1s
important. Buat perbaps if you take a real look at this, and you
f£ind that there's & public course out on Fulle Rosd which the
people at the Nike mttery half a mlle away counld nae without
having their own golf course, you'll find fhat there is = great
deal of money that can be saved in the fat instead of muscle.

1 think that the trouble is tbat, once you set yourself s goal

of $1 billion out of a $12 billion budget or $10 billion out of a
$140 billion budget, then you have 1o go beyond the fat and into
the musele. It's sort of = self-propelling proposition.
Nonetheless, I think thet there are large areas of fat from oy
observation of PX's, commissaries, and whei not. Now I thipk
morsle in Burope beling what it 1s, you have to have & PX and

a place for people who are at an isolsted post. But why should
the pecple at Walter Reed need & cammipsery? I'm Just using this
as an exsmple. I don't believe any of this has ever really been
studied adequately; meybe it would cost more to study it than you
would seve. I am personally convinced that there asre large areas
where you could save even 1f you (end you'll never get this through

the Congress) had to supplement everybody's pey at Waller Reed
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by 10 percent so that they could buy in the supermarkets which
charge axorbitant prices. It would be cheaper than hiring all
the people to run the atore. And the liguor store -- they've
got one of the largest liquor stores in town! Is this acmething

which you know?
CONDIT: Yes, I knew that.

LEVA: ALl right. I said, "Why in God's name do they have to bhave
that "' . I was told, "Well, every embassy in town buys at that liquor
store.” I doubt very much that our embassies overseas are treated
equally well, and I doubt that the Army's budget for Walter Reed

nee;is to ineclude taking eare of every embasgy in town.
CONDIT: Is that tax-free liquor or scmething?

LEVA: Probsbly. But you know, let them bring in their own. That
would basleally he my view., I don't kmow. A1l that I'm ssying in
terme of ITouls Johnson is, he really was seeking for areas where

he could cut fet, pot muscle. In some instances he may have been

" right, and in spome instences he may have been wrong. But T doubt

very much that by virtue of hig cuts the military were stronger.

I don't really think it was strong.

REARDER: You were very close to the process of developing the
legislation,and it's not quite clear how Truman srrived st the

idea of putting a celling on the Defense budget. Do you have
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any inkling how this cmne about 7

LEVA: No. Probebly figured that was the only wey ke could

possibly do it.
REARDEN: And how he errived at the figures that he d1d7

LEVA: How did Iyndon Jolmson arrive at the fact that he wme
going to hold the Federal budget to $100 billion his first yeer
in office? Tt wes & politically salable figure. Read amy of
+the bocks esbout that period. My loving par_tner Mr. Powler, who
became Secretary of the Treasury, who had been Under Becretary of
the Treasury under Kennedy, flew down to Texgs immedigtely after
Jobhnson's First trip back home and they put their heads together
and they decided that, 1f you could make it $99.999 billion, that
was a-better political figure than $100.111 billion. I assume
Mr. Truman came out the same way. That does remind me, 1f I
didn't show you, of Mr. Truman's letter to me, largely written

bty Mr. Elsey.

CONDIT: Mr. Elsey once worked under Admiral of the Ocean Seas --

Semuel Eliot Morison., This lebter 1s very nice. Brilliant climsx

+o nine years. It's very nice.

LEVA: It only seemed like 00!

CONDIT: Did they call you over to the White House to recelve this?
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LEVA: Wo, not to receive the letter. Mr. Trumen calied me Over
%0 the White House before he would accept my resignation. D4 I

mention that to you?
CORTIT: Fo. -

LEVA: You know, we had & much smaller govermment then. Alsoc, I
was the Defense Department representative (to the White House) as
a speech writer, as I told you last time; s0 he knew me, and
Mre. Truman was very lovely to my wife. ghe was then a young
bride. Remember, I became General Oounsel - gf Defense when I was
32 and Assistant Secretary of Defense when I was 3%. They treated
me like a young upstart. They were very gweet to us.

My recollection of that time, and this could be Just through
the miet of the years, was along these lines: I kept saying to

Tovett, "I've got to get out of here." I t0ld him my srrangement with

-Mr. Forrestal had been for one yeaxr and it had already been five years

plus those other periods. Lovett kept saylng, when the war in
Kores was going on, "You can't leave, there’s a war going on. You
can't leave during & war; you wouldn't feel right," and so on. I
said, "As soon as there 1is & ptop or anything"; so when there was
s cespe fire in effect and they were negotiating the exchange of
wounded, I said to Lavett, “"Now you've got to get me out of here.
You took the responsibility for keeping me." He said he'd speak

to General Marshall, and he said that 1t wes all right and would
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tell the Pm:xidmt. We had & gmall govermment, as I say. There
were three Assistant Secretaries of Dai‘eﬁse. So apparently
Genersl Marshall +old the President thet I wanted to leave, and
the next thing I got was s message to come over and see the -
president. I went over and he sald, "Why do you want to leave?
Ts there something golnog on in the bullding that I should know
about? Are you mad with samebody?" I eaid, "No, I have two
young children, se you know," which he did know. Since it was
1551 T hed two children, one was five, one was four. I sald that
T héd to get out, practice law, and make a living., And he sald,
"vou're sure there's no undercurrent, something I should know
sbout " "No, Mr. President, I'm very happy with the people, get
elong fine with the people. I've had this understanding ever
since Forrestal's day that I could get out, and now's the time
to go." "Well, that's fime, That's fine. I Just wented to be
gure.”" fhat's the sort of fellow he was. We don't have many

1ike that.

CONDIT: Well, that's not only sensitive to you but he was keeping

a sharp eye on the department.

LEVA: Oh su?re. He was quite a boy. You saw this, I'm a plcture
collector. XKate Foley brought that (pleture of Forrestal) out
o me. T d1d not mek for a picture. Xate Foley brought out the

picture and said, “He asked me to bring you this. He's never
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slgned one like tbat before.” And he hadn't.
CONDIT: Yes, that is nice. I read your account of Forrestal's
last two days in the Truman Litwary transcripts, and I must say
it 18 most poignant. I didn't realize how bad it was, That waa
really yretty terrible. Do you feel that Symington msy have had

anything to do with that sudden change?

LEVA: No. Syuington hes no reccllection. He hag said to me,
"Are you gure I rode with him, are you sure I rode with Jim?"

T said, "Yes, I'm pure you rode with Jim because you kicked me
out of the car.” I don't think so. You see, they had been
terribly close friends in their business and personsal careers.
It really hurt Forrestal that Symington undercut him at the
Pentegon. It hurt him, but it dldn't meke Iim bitter about
Symington., So I don't think that would have had anything to do

with it.
CONDIT: It was Just the end of the road.

LEVA: Tt was jJust -~ I don't know., I Enow e little bit more
about such things now, not much more, but & little bit more than
I did then. T don't know how much is actual exhaustion and how
much is &8 chemiecsl process in the human body. He Just held on

80 long and then he snapped.

CONINT: We were talking about that the cther day and Al Goldberg

-
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wins saying that he aidn't really know how mach peychistristis
could do for any one. I said I had read that thelr rate of cure
was exactly the same as spontapecus cures that Occur; Bat you
do have to be kept from committing suiclde if you want either

xind of cure, spontaneocus or otherwise.

LEVA: I think I may bave said to you, I've certainly said 1t in
the Tyuman Idbrary compilation, that Eberstadt flew down to Florida
taking Dr. Meoninger with him and wented to take Forrestal to the

Menninger Clinic.

CONDIT: He flew down to Florida to do that? That is vhen &8

decision was made?

1EVA: Yes., Mrs. Forrestal elther called Truman,or Truman called

her. This was true then and ie yrobably equally true now -- they

felt there was too much stigms sttached to being in & mental
hospital. They put him in e naval hospitel which is not a mental
hospital, because cnly an idioct would put somebody on the 1Tth
floor. That's not said with hindsight! I asked later about the
Menninger's, and they sald they would never put anyone who wasg
deeply depressed above the second floor, probably not above the
f#irst. This is sort of standard procedure. You say you've got to
be protected from suleide untll you can get well. I think now
they have so many more medicines which peem to be gpecific. NIH

has done some wonderful thinge-
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TEVA: Yes. NIE and other places.

CONDIT: Whom wag he visiting down in Florida, when he went down

there? You put him on the plane.

IEVA: Eberstedt end I put him on the plane, JJo Forrestal was

at Hobe Sound, at whose home I forget., I phoned Bob Iowett, who
was at Hobe Sound st his own home, and I said, "For Cod's sake,
meet the plane when he gets there. Don't let Jo. meet kim zlone.”
And Lovett hes said since, in scmething that he wrote, that +the
men who got off the plane wes not at all the man he had left

when he left here. He gaw this slit~1lp, grim 1ittle Irlebmen,

he said. The transformation was immediste. He left office on
Merch the 28th reslly and he held himself together reasonably well
through the Armed Services Committee meeting the next day in which
Carl Vinson precented him with a bowl and ma.de. all sort of polite

remarks. Then he went to pieces limediately after that.

CONDI'P: Incredible. We've been lucky that no other Secreteries

of Defense . +» « »

LEVA: Well the strain is txremendous, but who knows 1f it's the
strain or samething else. His family was pretiy God-awful to

him, you know., He married & divorced Protestant and they treated
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him a8 though s yere dsad and ahe were dead. #he whole thing

wAS B DeSd.
CORCOIT: Did that marriage have ehildren?

LEVA: Two boys, whom I haven't seen in scme years. 1 uped to sée

Michael, the older one, a great deal; he's at fhearmsn and Sterling.
Peter I used to see upon occaslon. My wife used to try to get

them dates with this girl or that girl or the other. I sald,

"You know, they saw that merriage, which wes on the rocks from

the word one, and I don't think they want any." Neither of them

has ever gotten married. I +hink we should wind up.

CONDIT: This has been extremely helpful. We are very grateful for

your time.
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OSD Historian, Room 5C328
The Pentagon
Washington, D. C. 20301

Dear Dr. Goldberg:

In reply to the gquestion posed in your letter of
January 26, 1982, I can see no reason for the interviews
with me (referred to in your letter) to be restricted
in any way. In other words, I have no restrictions or
conditions to impose on the material which I provided
in the course of the interviews on March B, 1974 and
June 10th and 14th, 1977.

With bhest personal regards,
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