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REVIEWED BY DOD 13
Interview with
DEFENSE OFFICE OF PREPUBLICATION AND OFFICE OF SECURITY REVIEW
The te Hon. Gene Sirauss, MeF.
NO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION FOUND
by Alfred Goldbers
J B Jun 21,2017
May 21, 1967
why did the United Kingdom wslt until April 1946 to
request from the United States informstiocn on the
monufacture of the etomic bomb?

! )
4
i can only ~uess at the snawers. The T TeAson
is trat Attlee was so much overwh lmed by domestlic
problems that the matter didn't loom as lar:e oo
it does now. All of these other rrovlems -- food,
fuel, houvin-s, nroduction, exnorts =--— were 50 Beest— v o
] B I ¥ §

that he cidn't nsve Uime te do snythio: sbou. it
I can't conceive thnat the atouic bowb wa: ¢ omaidered
by ithe Frime Minicter or sznyon: else ar a reaily
urent metter at that time.
Wwhen wae the decislion taken te manufacturc the
atomic bomb? Who made tue decision? Wh:t were
the factors that coused Lt Lo be maode L thot Yilme?
1 don't remcmber exactly. My impression .o thot Lt i

K % x - : \\‘:.\ /4\‘ gon L-.!i ’
wos a few weeiks before the announcen: nt by Alexunder g, oo™
(:f"[t. o b ""'qu;(/
It was discussed of course in the Defence Dabconunlitoe,
and the case in favor was put and discus ed. Jhe

Chiefs of otaff weie a

cresent ot toese neetings
of the bDefence subcomrititecs, Tine mejor Toclors
affectin the decision Broadly we: e b L At was con
sidered desirable Eﬁﬁtﬁritmin ghould st re on ite

own feet militarily anu trat unless sbhe did spe would

have no sbatus in bhe postwor worla
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A,

Experience had shown that it wac impersible to rely
on America, pasticularly in view of the way in which +k
1»..#‘\"74"‘3"“" — A

its hed refuse! to give us inforw tion aboun ithe bomb
Rl

-

ev:n thouph Britich scirontlsts had oriuin-lly ployed

a ledins role in develoving the bomb, Tho cutting
off of Iend-iease nl the ent of the war produced &
weneral feelin thet Britain must bo incesendent

anc must nob Pely in any way on fmerics for economic
and military relp. Ano cg we had the brains and
resources to develor the bomb ourselves, Lhere was

no reason why we shouldn't poscess this moslt effective
military weapon, 1 suodld think thal the hope of
getting internstionsl control of ztomic weapons did
not delay our decigsion to develorn the bomb. We mode

n declislon in 1948 on develovment of the bomb, hdx
producvion efdie

Why were reguests in the House of Commons for in-
fornntion on the devoelopment of atomic cnergy sand
thie costs of the work consistently rebuffed?

No informeticn of that kind was ever given aboutb
any nilitary weapons. 1t has been the rule, Once

W
“ PV YAV NI S O

ou break the rule, the _dfnsegubnpes-sre-bhad, Conts
L) oL

eg ars never ziven,
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Did the expleosion of an astomic device by the Russians

in 1949 bring about strong criticism of and dissaetvfaction
witn the role of the Ministry of Supply in the develop-
ment. of the bomb? Did it result in acceleration of

the poce of development? Did other internsiional

cvents -~ Berlin Blockade, Korean wei -- affect the

pace of development?

Noy 1t didn't bringz about any strons eriticism.

1t came a5 a surprise to meny of us thst the Russisns

were 5o far ahead, It did not bring about an acceleration
of {hce program here. There were no other domestic or
internatvionsl events thai affectec the nzce of de~
velopment, The pace was set by Lhe availability of
resources =-- puysical and human-- and e8upecially

hunan,.

What priorities were given to the developument of the
bomb and when?

Very high pilorities. 1 couldn't say exectly -here

it ceme in the list of priorities in relztion to the
resources devobted to it. Nothing else was permitted
to interfere with the plan. Otherdefence projects
with priorities micht be interfered with, the atomic
bomb projects and certain other hipgu priority nrojiets
were accepted as beln . invielable, 1 ‘hihk that the
development of Jet bombers also came into the priority
status.

Did the militvary services play any role in the
developmnental work’

No.
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Was the Alr Ministry given infornniion on the bomb
for use in the development of “ireraft?

This was bound to be done on the technical lovel,

The senlor vecple involve. in develornment o!f tie bomb
would be in touch the whole tlme with the top boyo

in the /idr Ministry. This was on thc technical,

not the ministerial level,

Were there uny differences of opinion within the
Lobor Government on toae development of the bomb?

Noy Homne,

Wag theve eystematic thinking about the development
of militury forees to use the bomb?

Not on the minicterial level at that SLEse .

Was There any significant assistance from tire
United States in the development veriod?

As far as 1 know, none.

Did the lack of resources ~- money, scizniista,
enzineers, tecimicians -- delay the development of
the bomb sirnificantly?

Noe Bo not assume that it took s ven years in this«
country to develon th~ . omiec bmb, It wrs seven
Jears until we tecteo the bLomb, My inpression ie
thot 1f we hud devoted more resources in toney snd
den it wouly not heve hadc much dilfrence, unless we
had been sble to do it on a scalc coupsrabie to that
of the United Gi.iles durineg the ware We hod a lot
of knowhow, If we huod been completely free to
devote regources 1o it,;1t wouly h ve been done

sooner, but not much, i believe. Testin: ook piace




-

8 conaiderable tims after the bomb had actually been
vdeveloped, Testin . mny heve been delayed uomewhat in

the course of ‘etting agroesents wibth otiers COUNtIriQseme

A

Australia and the Unitea =t es,

were majork dec.cions on bomb carrying vehicles -
aircraft, rockets - delayed vending the progress
of developnent of the bomb?

Yes, 1in considering whet new bombers should be de=-
veloped it wos always in the minds of bhe Air Force
and Uk Ministry of Supply thst thege planes misht

huave to carry atomic WeLHONS o






